
{¢w!¢9DL/ 9b±Lwhba9b¢![ !{{9{{a9b¢ 
9b±Lwhba9b¢![ w9thw¢ 

FOR THE CHRISTCHURCH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Prepared on behalf of Christchurch Town Council, September 2025, checked and finalised May 
2026 following Regulation 14 consultation 



Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

CONTENTS 

 

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY ............................................................................................................. 1 

1 Introduction ......................................................................................................................... 5 

Background .................................................................................................................................... 5 

The Neighbourhood Plan Area....................................................................................................... 7 

2 Environmental Issues - Policy Context and Baseline Data ....................................................... 8 

Biodiversity, Geology, Flora and Fauna.......................................................................................... 8 

Landscape .................................................................................................................................... 14 

Cultural Heritage ......................................................................................................................... 16 

Soil, Water, Air, Material Assets and Climatic Factors ................................................................. 19 

Population and Human Health .................................................................................................... 28 

Key Issues for the Strategic Environmental Assessment.............................................................. 32 

3 The Focus and Scope of the Neighbourhood Plan ................................................................ 33 

The relationship with other relevant plans and programmes ..................................................... 33 

¢ƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ..................................................................................... 33 

4 Assessment Process and Testing ......................................................................................... 36 

Determining the SEA objectives and assessment questions ........................................................ 36 

Consideration and testing of alternatives - overview .................................................................. 37 

¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜǎ .......................................................... 38 

Technical or other difficulties with the assessment process ....................................................... 48 

5 Conclusions and proposed Monitoring ................................................................................ 49 

Cumulative effects Assessment ................................................................................................... 49 

Overview of Likely Significant Impacts......................................................................................... 49 

Monitoring ................................................................................................................................... 50 

 

 



Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

1 

NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

This non-technical summary explains the scope and main findings of the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) of the pre-submission draft of the Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan.  The assessment 
has been undertaken to comply with the SEA Regulations.  It considers the likely effects of the plan on 
the environment, and its evaluation includes an assessment of reasonable alternatives.  It also considers 
appropriate mitigation and monitoring measures.  It has been subject to consultation with the 
Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England, the public and other interested parties.   

The scoping exercise, which considered evidence on the environmental characteristics of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area and the objectives of relevant plans and programmes, was undertaken in July 
2025.  This identified various objectives to be tested, together with assessment questions to guide that 
process.   

The environmental issues noted as particularly relevant to the area included: 

Ô BIODIVERSITY, FLORA AND FAUNA: the potential impacts on sites of national or international 
significance for wildlife, directly or indirectly 

Ô CULTURAL HERITAGE: the potential impacts on nationally important designated heritage assets, 
directly or indirectly 

Ô WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS: the potential to affect water resources and quality through 
increased consumption and waste-water discharges, and potential impact on / of climate change, 
including flood risk and coastal erosion.   

Ô POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH: the potential to impact on housing availability, and access to 
services and facilities 

The views of the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England, as well as BCP Council, were 
also sought (with a response received from BCP Council, the Environment Agency and Historic England), 
who broadly agreed with the identified issues.   

As a result of this work the following objectives and supplementary questions were used to assess the 
plan proposals and reasonable alternatives: 

SEA Objective: to protect the integrity of the network of designated wildlife sites and enhance 
biodiversity. 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô protect the integrity of the designated sites for biodiversity within and in proximity to the 
neighbourhood area, taking into account their vulnerability to recreational pressures, predation, 
arson and pollution from motor vehicles and waste-water discharge? 

Ô help ensure that the waterbodies relating to the Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and 
Christchurch Harbour can achieve and maintain good ecological status? 

Ô increase the resilience of biodiversity in the area to the effects of climate change, including through 
enhancements and extensions to ecological networks? 

SEA Objective: to conserve and enhance the significance of the historic environment. 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô conserve and enhance buildings, structures, and areas of architectural or historic interest, both 
designated and non-designated, and their settings? 

Ô support the undertaking of early archaeological investigations and, where appropriate, recommend 
mitigation strategies? 

Ô support access to, interpretation and understanding of, the historic evolution and character of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area? 

SEA Objective: to support the resilience of the Neighbourhood Plan area to the potential effects of 
climate change, including flooding and coastal erosion. 
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²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô avoid inappropriate development in areas at higher risk of flooding or coastal erosion, including 
avoiding development close to the rivers / flood defences where a buffer is required to maintain 
access, protect biodiversity and avoid impacts to flood defence infrastructure? 

Ô ensure development within or close to flood risk areas (where the access/egress route may be 
affected by flooding) can be safely evacuated before an extreme flood event? 

Ô ensure water runoff and drainage is managed through sustainable systems? 
Ô maximise water efficiency and opportunities for water recycling? 

SEA Objective: to reduce the contribution to climate change made by activities in the area. 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô reduce energy consumption from non-renewable resources, and support the transition to net zero 
emission sources? 

SEA Objective: to promote sustainable transport use and reduce the need to travel. 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport including walking, cycling and public 
transport? 

Ô support sustainable transport infrastructure enhancements, including enhanced pedestrian and 
cyclist networks to improve local connectivity? 

Ô reduce the need to travel by ensuring an appropriate mix of uses to meet day-to-day needs within 
easy reach, and facilitate working from home and remote working? 

SEA Objective: to ensure development  is aligned with the needs of all residents, improving 
accessibility, anticipating future needs and specialist requirements and supporting cohesive and 
inclusive communities. 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 

Ô support the provision of a range of house types and sizes to meet the needs of the community, 
including the needs of an ageing population and the delivery of affordable housing?  

Ô encourage and promote social cohesion and well-being through green infrastructure 
enhancements? 

Ô improve the availability and accessibility of key local facilities, including opportunities for education 
and employment in the Somerford area? 

The next step was to undertake an assessment of the policies themselves, together with any reasonable 
alternative options, against these environmental assessment objectives.  Consideration was given to 
whether and what reasonable alternatives there were.  This focused primarily on the site allocation 
options given that their inclusion was the key reason for determining that an SEA was required.  Having 
considered whether there were any alternative sites, no obvious alternatives were identified, with sites 
that had been identified through ./t /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǊǳƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŜŀǊ 
reasons.  As such, the main alternative consider was the baseline / status quo in relation to the absence 
of the Neighbourhood Plan policies against current Local Plan and national planning policy coverage. 

The SEA was undertaken as an iterative process alongside the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan, and 
therefore a number of initial findings were considered and influenced the draft which has been subject 
to this final assessment. 

This assessment (summarised in the following table) showed that, overall, the Neighbourhood Plan will 
respond positively to the environmental objectives identified through the SEA.  This is particularly the 
case in relation to biodiversity, cultural heritage, climatic factors relating to sustainable travel, and 
meeting housing needs.   

Whilst the plan does not contain explicit provision to reduce energy consumption from non-renewable 
resources, and support the transition to net zero emission sources, this is likely to be achieved through 
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other mechanisms, including Policies ME3 and ME4 of the Local Plan, national planning policy and 
Building Regulations.   

There were also a mix of positive and negative impacts anticipated with regard to the objective relating 
to climate change resilience and associated flooding and coastal erosion.  This was due to the fact that 
historic buildings are unlikely to maximise opportunities for water recycling (but this impact will be 
limited in its extent given the relatively low number of buildings impacted), and the site allocation 
relating to the Civic Offices site which lies within a flood risk area (but the policy makes clear that this 
cannot come forward without passing the sequential and exception tests as appropriate under national 
planning policy).  Overall the plan is considered to score positively against this objective. 

The policy relating to the retention of car parking capacity within the town centre (Policy 12) scored 
poorly against two of the objectives, but was considered to be important in ensuring the ongoing 
viability of the town centre and associated access to key local facilities.  It does not prevent the loss of 
car parks in the longer time when the modal shift has been achieved and demand for parking places is 
reduced. 

Environmental  
assessment objective 
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1. Principles for Good Design V V V V V V 

2. Shopfront Design - V - - - - 

3. Locally Important Historic Buildings - VV U - - - 

4. Locally Important Views V V - - - - 

5. Locally Important Green Spaces V VV V U V - 

6. Opportunities for Wildlife VV - - - - - 

7. Protected Habitats Sites VV - - - V - 

8. Opportunities for Walking and Cycling - - - - VV - 

9. Design and Layout of Streets and Spaces - - V - VV - 

10. Managing Parking Requirements - - - - - - 

11. The Town Centre Strategy - V V - V V 

12. Town Centre Car Park Capacity - U - - U VV 

13. Meeting Local Housing and Employment Needs V - - - VV VV 

14. Land at Stour Road V - - - VV V 

15. Avon Trading Park frontage V VV - - VV V 

16. Numbers 43 to 47 Barrack Road V V - - VV V 

17. Former Civic Offices Site and adjoining car parks V V U - V V 

18. Queensmead, Fairmile Road V V - - V VV 

19. Christchurch Hospital V VV - - VV VV 

Comments were invited on the pre-submission draft of this environmental report as part of the 
consultation on the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan.   

No significant concerns were raised with the content and conclusions of this report.  The three main 
statutory consulteesΩ responses are summarised as follows: 

- Environment Agency ς response received, no specific comments on the SEA 
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- Historic England ς note from the SEA Environmental Report that HE guidance is cited and a detailed 
assessment of relevant heritage assets proposed, that the sites are essentially brownfield in nature, 
and some have had prior consents granted or are actually in the process of being developed.  On this 
basis the site allocations appear acceptable in-principle and HE is happy to defer to the heritage team 
at BCP Council in the confirmation of their suitability relative to the protection and enhancement of 
relevant heritage assets. 

- Natural England - ƴƻ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ {9! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

Following Regulation 14 the Neighbourhood Plan has been updated.  The main change of note with 
regard to this report was the deletion of Policy 7 on Protected Habitats Sites.  This follows BCP Council 
and Natural England advice that such a policy was unnecessary given the higher levels of protection 
afforded through legislation, national planning policies and the approach to mitigation adopted by the 
Council.  This does not have any significant impact on this reportΩs conclusions. 

BCP is required to undertake annual monitoring of effects as identified through the Local Plan.  No 
significant negative effects are considered likely in the implementation of this Neighbourhood Plan, that 
would warrant more stringent monitoring over and above that already undertaken by BCP Council. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The main purpose of a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) ƛǎΥ άǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ 
protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into 
the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ1. 

1.2 The process derives from legislation from the European Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of 
ǘƘŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ŜǊǘŀƛƴ tƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ όΨ{9! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩύ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
assimilated within UK legislation Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.   

1.3 The report was drafted by Jo Witherden BSc (Hons) DipTP DipUD MRTPI of Dorset Planning 
Consultant Ltd, on behalf of Christchurch Town Council. 

BACKGROUND 

Screening 

1.4 Government guidance2 advises that άLƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦέ  
The following examples are given of where a strategic environmental assessment may be required: 

Ô a neighbourhood plan that allocates sites for development 
Ô in areas which contain sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the proposals in 

the plan 
Ô where the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not 

already been considered and dealt with through other routes. 

1.5 An initial assessment was undertaken in July 2025, to determine whether or not the neighbourhood 
plan is likely to have significant environmental effects.  The assessment found that the special natural 
characteristics of the area relate primarily to its proximity to internationally and nationally important 
wildlife habitats, its many heritage assets, its potential for area of farmland to be amongst the best and 
most versatile agricultural land, and the areas potentially impacted by flood risk and coastal erosion.  
Given that the Neighbourhood Plan proposes to allocate sites for development, it concluded that it was 
not possible to rule out the potential for significant impacts to occur.   

1.6 BCP Council and the three statutory consultees (the Environment Agency, Historic England and 
Natural England) were consulted on the screening opinion by email on 28 July 2025.  BCP Council, in their 
email dated 29 July, indicated their agreement with ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ŀssessment of the likely significance of 
effects and screening conclusions.  Historic England also indicated their agreement in their email dated 
20 August, as did the Environment Agency in their email of 11 September.  No response was received 
from Natural England, despite a follow-up email being sent on 11 September. 

Scoping 

1.7 The scope and level of detail of the information that must be included in the report must also be 
subject to consultation with the statutory bodies.  This helps to ensure that the assessment focuses on 
the environmental impacts which are likely to be significant.  The guidance is clear that the assessment 
άŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭΣ ƻǊ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
appropriate for the content and level of detail in the neighbourhood plan.έ3  The scoping stage is 
intended to: 

 
1 As set out in Article 1 of the SEA Directive 
2 NPPG Paragraph: 027 Reference ID: 11-027- 20190722 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-
assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal  
3 NPPG Paragraph: 030 Reference ID: 11-030-20150209 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-
assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
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Ô set out the context, in particular the consideration of key environmental and sustainability 
objectives of plans and strategies relevant to the area and issue; 

Ô identify existing environmental issues and related baseline information likely to be affected by the 
neighbourhood plan; and from this 

Ô determine the objectives that should be considered as part of the assessment. 

1.8 The same statutory bodies were consulted on the scope and level of detail of the information to be 
included within the report, as part of the screening consultation.  Responses were received from BCP 
Council, who were in agreement with the key issues identified and proposed assessment questions.  
Historic England were also in broad agreement, but suggested reference to additional guidance and 
checks that all of the designated heritage assets were included on the maps, the inclusion of non-
designated heritage assets as part of the assessment, and the need to also consider buried archaeology.  
The Environment Agency were similarly in broad agreement, but suggested reference to the South West 
River Basin Management Plan and related monitoring data with respect to water quality and biodiversity 
sections, and highlighted the need for the SEA to consider:    

- the need to address the Sequential Test, along with ensuring any risk can be adequately managed, 
should the Plan propose growth in flood risk areas, and consider how development may be able to 
contribute to the delivery of flood defences, and manage both any residual risk, and remain safe if 
defences are not improved; 

- ensure that a suitable buffer is maintained between any proposed development and rivers / flood 
defences.  This should measure at least 8 metres for any fluvial rivers /  flood defences and 16 metres 
to any tidally influenced rivers/coastal flood defences, in order to maintain access, protect 
biodiversity and avoid impacts to flood defence infrastructure and ensure that any opportunities for 
enhancing the river habitat is maximised; 

- the need to undertake appropriate consultation with emergency planners and the emergency 
services to determine whether the proposals can be safely evacuated before an extreme flood event 
in line with national policy and guidance, including those where the development site may be at low 
risk but the access/egress route may be affected by flooding; 

- the fact that waterbodies relating to the Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch 
Harbour are currently failing to reach good ecological status/potential and how potential impacts of 
the PlanΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ on these waterbodies can be included within the SEA appraisal. 

This advice has been taken forward as part of this report. 

Testing of Options and production of an Environmental Report 

1.9 The next steps are the testing of any reasonable alternative options and the preparation of the 
environmental report.  The significance of environmental effects that are likely to arise from the pre-
submission draft neighbourhood plan are evaluated against objectives based on the issues raised 
through screening and scoping, and compared to the likely effects of any reasonable alternatives that 
have been identified.  Suggestions for mitigation and techniques for monitoring policies are also made. 

1.10 The environmental report is then published for consultation alongside the pre-submission draft 
Neighbourhood Plan.  Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency have to be 
consulted. 

1.1 The table below identifies how the various parts of this environmental report address the 
requirements of the Directive. 

Figure 1. SEA Directive requirements 

Directive Requirements  Where covered 

-  A non-technical summary Front 

-  An outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan and relationship with 
other relevant plans and programmes 

Section 3 

-  The environmental characteristics of the area (particularly those areas that could Section 2 
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be significantly affected by the plan) 

-  Existing environmental problems and how these are likely to change over time if 
the plan was not implemented 

Section 2 

-  Relevant established environmental protection objectives and how these have 
been taken into account 

Section 2 

-  A description of how the assessment was undertaken including any difficulties 
(such as technical deficiencies or lack of know-how) 

Section 4 

-  An outline of the reasons for selecting the alternatives evaluated Section 4 

-  The likely significant effects of the plan on the environment (including 
secondary, cumulative, permanent and temporary effects) 

Section 4 and 5 

-  The measures envisaged to prevent /  reduce /  offset any significant adverse 
environmental effects of the plan or programme 

Section 4 

-  A description of monitoring measures Section 5 

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA 

1.11 The Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan area was designated by BCP Council on 10 December 2020.  It 
follows the parish boundaries, as shown in Map 1. 

Map 1. the Neighbourhood Plan area 
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2 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES - POLICY CONTEXT AND BASELINE DATA 

2.1 The related policy context and baseline data is explored and presented in relation to the main 
environmental themes associated with the SEA process, grouped as follows: 

Ô Biodiversity, geology, flora and fauna 
Ô Landscape 
Ô Cultural heritage 
Ô Soil, water, air, material assets and climatic factors 
Ô Population and human health 

2.2 In appraising the need for and scope of a SEA, the environmental problems relevant to the plan 
area, together with the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: the effects on 
areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, or higher levels of protection; special natural 
characteristics or cultural heritage; and exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, and 
intensive land-use all need to be taken into account.   

2.3 The main findings on each theme are then summarised, in order to identify those issues that are 
likely to be the most relevant for further consideration. 

BIODIVERSITY, GEOLOGY, FLORA AND FAUNA 

2.4 The undeveloped areas of the parish are home to a number of nationally or internationally 
designated wildlife areas, including: 

Ô Christchurch Harbour in the south - the confluence of the rivers Stour and Avon (and including 
Hengistbury Head), with many different habitats including saltmarsh, wet meadows, heaths, sand 
dunes, woodland and scrub, of particular importance for wild birds. 

Ô The cliffs under Steamer Point in the east (and including the cliffs heading east towards Highcliffe) - 
which are of considerable geological interest but also important for its coastal plants and 
invertebrates such as rare beetles. 

Ô Purewell Meadows - a series of unimproved wet meadows, with a diversity of flowering plants. 
Ô Town Common to the north - ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ IƛƭƭΣ 

and home to a range of protected species including insects, reptiles and wild birds, as well as 
having interesting geology. 

Ô Parts of the Avon Valley ς which is considered to be the best example of a chalk river valley in 
Britain, containing a variety of habitats that support a range of protected species including insects, 
wild birds, and a small population of otters. 

POLICY CONTEXT 

National plans and programmes 

Ô A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, 2018 
Ô Environmental Improvement Plan, 2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan) 
Ô Environment Act, 2021 
Ô Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (LURA), 2023  
Ô National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2024 
Ô Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act, 2006 
Ô .ƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƭǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƭƻǎǎΥ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

Action Plan for 2030, 2025 
Ô UK Biodiversity Framework, 2024 

Local plans and programmes 

Ô 2050 Urban Forestry Strategy, 2024 
Ô Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Part 1 ς Core Strategy, 2014 and saved policies from the 

Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/19a729f6-440e-4ac6-8894-cc72e84cc3bb/uk-biodiversity-framework.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/about-the-council/strategies-plans-and-policies/urban-forest-strategy
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
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Ô Dorset Heathlands Interim Air Quality Strategy 2020-2025, 2020 
Ô Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework 2020-2025 SPD, 2021 
Ô Dorset Local Nature Partnership - Nature Value ReportΣ нлнн όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ [btΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴύ 
Ô Green Infrastructure Strategy 2022-2031, 2022 
Ô New Forest Strategic Access Management and Monitoring Strategy, 2023 
Ô South West River Basin District River Basin Management Plan, 2022 and related South West TraC 

monitoring data 
Ô Stour Valley Park Strategy, 2022 

Context Overview: key findings 

2.5 ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
legally binding target to halt the decline in species abundance by 2030, and its ambition to increase 
abundance by at least 10% to exceed 2022 levels by 2042; restore or create 140,000 hectares of wildlife-
rich habitats outside protected sites by 2028 (compared to 2022 levels); and Increase tree canopy and 
woodland cover by 0.26% by 31 January 2028.  There is a general duty to conserve and enhance 
biodiversity, including through biodiversity reports and local nature recovery strategies.  Local Nature 
Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) are intended to better target and support the coordination of measures to 
restore nature across the whole of England, by both setting priorities for nature recovery in each local 
area and playing a major role in identifying and mapping the best locations to create, enhance and 
restore nature. 

2.6 There is a requirement on planning policies and decisions to protect and enhance sites of value for 
biodiversity. Plans should also identify, map, and safeguard components of wider ecological networks, 
promote positive action for priority habitats and species, and pursue opportunities to secure biodiversity 
net gains, and overall to secure measurable net gains for biodiversity.  

2.7 Plans and policies should recognize the importance of using a strategic approach to maintaining and 
enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure at the wider catchment or landscape scale, and 
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures.  

2.8 Policy ME1: Safeguarding Biodiversity and Geodiversity is the main planning policy within the Core 
Strategy, and aims to protect, maintain and enhance the condition of all types of nature conservation 
sites, habitats and species within their ecological networks.  Policy ME2 seeks to protect the Dorset 
Heathlands and advises that any residential development between 400m and 5km of the Dorset 
Heathlands will provide mitigation with reference to a range of measures including those set out in the 
Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework Supplementary Planning Document. 

2.9 There are adopted strategies in place to protect the network of internationally important Dorset 
heathlands, both from the impacts of new residential development (including tourism development) and 
to address the adverse effect of airborne nitrogen.  However these were expected to be refreshed 
through new policies set out in the BCP Council and Dorset Council Local Plans, which have been 
delayed. 

2.10 There is a new strategy aimed at mitigating the impacts on the internationally important New Forest 
habitats from increased recreation (associated with new housing growth), but this has not yet been 
adopted by BCP Council. 

2.11 There is currently no adopted strategy in relation to the effects on the River Avon from additional 
phosphates, but a position statement produced by the Council in April 20244 advises that for new 
residential development proposals that evidence of mitigation to demonstrate phosphorous neutrality 
will be required.  The 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ River Basin Management Plans includes the protection of 
the water environment as once of its objectives, noting the many businesses rely on secure supplies of 
clean water, as well as its important for ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ  Each water body has 

 
4 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/Phosphates-update-River-Avon.pdf  

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/Air-Quality-mitigation-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/D1-Dorset-Heathlands-2020-2025-SPD-Adopted.pdf
https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/DLNP-NVR-2022.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/GI-Strategy-Summary-Doc-v8-final-30.6.22-compressed.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/New-Forest-SAMM-190923.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/south-west-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://preview-stourvalley24-bournemouth.cloud.contensis.com/asset-library/Stour-Valley-Park-Strategy-October-2022.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/Phosphates-update-River-Avon.pdf


Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

10 

been given a target status and a date when it was, or is expected to be, met, in terms of a number of 
related factors. 

2.12 The Urban Forestry Strategy highlights its intent to influence the BCP Local Plan to ensure all new 
developments retain trees onsite or include appropriate mitigation (ideally onsite), and all new major 
developments either provide a 10% increase in the existing onsite canopy cover, or a minimum 10% 
canopy cover of the site area (excluding priority habitats), whichever is greater.   

2.13 The Green Infrastructure Strategy includes a goal to support nature recovery and biodiversity, by 
creating space for nature through targeted habitat restoration, creation and expansion to strengthen 
ecological connectivity and improve species recovery.  It encourages (amongst other things) the use of 
green roofs/walls, rethinking the primary purpose of some parks and green spaces to become more 
multi-functional green infrastructure assets, and embedding green infrastructure into new housing and 
regeneration areas. 

2.14 The Stour Valley Park project aims to create a connected linear park along 25km of the lower River 
Stour from Kingston Lacy to Hengistbury Head, expected to be delivered over a 10 year period.  It 
envisages developing a landscape-scale management plan that could provide a major ecological corridor.   

2.15 5ƻǊǎŜǘ [btΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ 
up, giving them greater resilience in the face of future change and challenges. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION 

Internationally important wildlife sites 

2.16 The parish includes parts of the following internationally important wildlife sites (which are also 
nationally important Sites of Special Scientific Interest): 

Ô Avon Valley Ramsar site,  
Ô Avon Valley Special Protection Area,  
Ô Dorset Heathlands Ramsar site,  
Ô Dorset Heathlands Special Protection Area  
Ô Dorset Heaths Special Area of Conservation,  
Ô River Avon Special Area of Conservation  
Ô Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area 

2.17 There are further internationally important wildlife sites in the wider area, as indicated on Map 3, 
including the New Forest SAC, SPA and Ramsar site. 

2.18 The Avon Valley SPA5 and Ramsar6 sites overlap, and comprise an area of wetland containing a wide 
range of habitats, including fen, mire, lowland wet grassland, and small areas of woodland.  This wetland 
supports a diverse range of flora and fauna including several nationally rare species, most notably 
.ŜǿƛŎƪΩǎ ǎǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ DŀŘǿŀƭƭ όōƻǘƘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴƻƴ-breeding).  The River Avon SAC7 more closely follows the 
river down to Christchurch Harbour, and is primarily an inland water body (including standing and 
running water), and is a large, lowland river system that includes sections running through chalk and 
clay, supporting a diverse range of aquatic species.   

2.19 Elements of the related Avon Valley (Bickton to Christchurch) SSSI within the northern part of the 
parish have been assessed as being in unfavourable declining condition due to poor land management at 
that time (2006 / 2008)8.  Other areas have also been assessed as being in an unfavourable condition, but 
recovering.  The main pressures relate to inappropriate land management, although aspects such as 
utilities / telecom infrastructure and aquaculture activities are also noted, with water company 

 
5 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5741820348727296  
6 https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/926  
7 https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0013016  
8 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1006622&SiteName= 
Avon%20Valley%20(Bickton%20to%20Christchurch)&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=  

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5741820348727296
https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/926
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0013016
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1006622&SiteName=Avon%20Valley%20(Bickton%20to%20Christchurch)&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1006622&SiteName=Avon%20Valley%20(Bickton%20to%20Christchurch)&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
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discharges causing water pollution and agricultural sources of water pollution noted in relation to the 
River Avon SSSI system9.  The final element of the River Avon within the parish is recorded as in 
unfavourable condition (2021), linked to nutrient eutrophication and river channel modification.   

Map 2. Internationally important wildlife sites 

 

2.20 BCP Council produced a short position statement in April 2024 regarding phosphorous within the 
River Avon catchment area10.  This included technical information relating to the lower River Avon SSSI 
Unit which showed it to be failing its Condition Assessment on the grounds of phosphate loads and the 
concentration for reactive phosphorus along the river exceeding the maximum for a favourable 
condition. 

2.21 The Dorset Heaths SAC11, Dorset Heathlands SPA12 and Ramsar Site13 include the area around St 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ Iƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 
dry heaths and wet lowland heathland and mires, as well as other habitats such as woodland, grassland, 
pools, saltmarsƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŜŘǎǿŀƳǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ ƘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ άǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŜǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǿƭŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦YΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŀǊŜ ōƛǊŘ 
species, including the Nightjar, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler. 

 
9 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S2000183&SiteName= 
River%20Avon&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=  
10 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-
the-christchurch-area  
11 https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0019857  
12 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5808199001178112  
13 https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/964  

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S2000183&SiteName=River%20Avon&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S2000183&SiteName=River%20Avon&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0019857
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5808199001178112
https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/964
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Map 3. Sites of Special Scientific Interest by condition 

 

2.22 Much of the area related to the Town Common SSSI within the parish have been assessed as being 
in unfavourable condition, with the strip of land alongside Dudmoor Lane being in decline14.  Most of 
these were last assessed in 2009 - 2012, the main issue being inappropriate scrub control and extent of 
mature pine.  Many of the assessments note positive measures being undertaken at that time, and note 
that the SSSI remains in favourable condition for the Nightjar, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler.  Some 
parts were noted as being adversely effected by recreational disturbance and urban effects such as arson 
and nutrient enrichment. 

2.23 The Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework15 ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ IŜŀǘƘƭŀƴŘǎ άŀǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
significant pressure from an increasing number of people living nearby. As population grows, urbanising 
impacts from human pressures and damage caused by domestic pets have the potential to cause 
ongoing adveǊǎŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΦέ 

2.24 The Solent and Dorset Coast SPA16 is a European Marine Site which extends along 88km of coastline 
between Dorset and West Sussex.  It is particularly noted for its breeding colonies of the Sandwich, 
Common and Little terns.  The site includes the drowned estuary of the rivers Stour and Avon and the 
peninsula of Hengistbury Head, which form the Christchurch Harbour SSSI.  The description of the SSSI 
notes the varied habitats (saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune, woodland and 
ǎŎǊǳōύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ άƛǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦέ  ¢ŜǊƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŜǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ 
but have not been successful due to a combination of factors including predators, disturbance and tides.  

 
14 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode=S1002693&SiteName= 
Town%20Common%20SSSI  
15 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/D1-Dorset-Heathlands-2020-2025-
SPD-Adopted.pdf  
16 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5294923917033472  

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode=S1002693&SiteName=Town%20Common%20SSSI
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode=S1002693&SiteName=Town%20Common%20SSSI
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/D1-Dorset-Heathlands-2020-2025-SPD-Adopted.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/D1-Dorset-Heathlands-2020-2025-SPD-Adopted.pdf
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5294923917033472
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The condition of Christchurch Harbour SSSI (as assessed in 2009)17, indicates the area within the parish as 
being in favourable condition, although water company discharges causing water pollution and 
development were noted as potential pressures.  However it is possible that, as with the River Avon, 
significant effects may arise due to the increase in wastewater from new housing and any other 
development providing overnight accommodation which would discharge into the harbour. 

2.25 In addition, the New Forest SAC, SPA and Ramsar site, is located approximately 5km northeast of 
the parish (although small elements lie slightly closer).  The New Forest is classified as an SPA for its 
breeding and overwintering bird species including the Dartford Warbler, Hen Harrier, Hobby, Honey 
Buzzard, Nightjar, Woodlark and Wood Warbler.  The area has a unique mosaic of habitats including 
heathland, grassland, woodland, wetland, bog and open water, as well as being home to rare species 
such as the Stag Beetle, Southern Damselfly and Great Crested Newt.  The New Forest Partnership Plan18 
notes that only 53% of SSSIs were in favourable condition, there has been a sharp decline in ground 
nesting birds, in some cases more than 50%, and a 33% decline in breeding waders.  Research into 
recreational use of the New Forest19 suggests that the zone of influence (from which recreational 
pressures may arise) extends some 13.8km beyond the park boundary, which would include the entirety 
of the Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan area.  The New Forest Strategic Access Management and 
Monitoring Strategy20 sets out and costs a package of mitigation measures to address these impacts. 

Other nationally important wildlife sites 

2.26 Purewell Meadows SSSI21 is a relatively small site (12.6ha) situated south-east of the Stony Lane 
junction with the Christchurch bypass.  It comprises a series of unimproved wet meadows, and including 
area of wet acidic grassland over peat and more neutral damp grassland, originally designated in 1985.  It 
is recorded as being in unfavourable but recovering condition (2010), but no particular pressures on the 
site have been identified.  At that time, a Higher Level Stewardship grant had been awarded to provide 
more appropriate management of the site. 

Sites of national geological conservation importance 

2.27 Highcliffe to Milford Cliffs SSSI22 includes a section of the cliff south of Steamer Point, although the 
vast majority of the site lies outside the parish, further to the east.  It is noted as a site of Geological 
interest, providing access to the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Beds, although areas of open 
vegetation are noted as providing habitat for a range of invertebrates strongly associated with soft cliffs, 
as well as notable plants.  The main pressures relate to coastal erosion and the associated risk 
management measures.  When the area at Friars Cliff was assessed in 2011, this part of the SSSI was 
considered to be in unfavourable condition as the majority of the frontage is obscured by vegetation 
and/or scree build up, the sea wall had disconnected the beach from the cliff face, interrupting natural 
coastal processes and restricting erosion and allowing vegetation encroachment, and drainage pipes 
were noted to be discharging along the cliff top and this is accelerating slumping in places. 

South West River Basin District 

The Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch Harbour are all monitored in terms of their 
ecological status.  These waterbodies are currently failing to reach good ecological status /  potential 
(further detail is given in the later section on soil, water, air, material assets and climatic factors), and it 

 
17 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002678&SiteName= 
Christchurch%20Harbour&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=  
18 https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/partnership-plan/partnership-plan-2021-2026/major-issues/  
19 https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/managing-recreation/managing-recreation/research-into-
recreational-use-of-the-new-forests-protected-habitats-footprint-ecology-2020/  
20 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/New-Forest-SAMM-190923.pdf  
21 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1004238&SiteName= 
Purewell%20Meadows&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=  
22 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000971&SiteName= 
HIGHCLIFFE%20TO%20MILFORD%20CLIFFS&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=  

https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002678&SiteName=Christchurch%20Harbour&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002678&SiteName=Christchurch%20Harbour&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/partnership-plan/partnership-plan-2021-2026/major-issues/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/managing-recreation/managing-recreation/research-into-recreational-use-of-the-new-forests-protected-habitats-footprint-ecology-2020/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/managing-recreation/managing-recreation/research-into-recreational-use-of-the-new-forests-protected-habitats-footprint-ecology-2020/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/New-Forest-SAMM-190923.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1004238&SiteName=Purewell%20Meadows&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1004238&SiteName=Purewell%20Meadows&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000971&SiteName=HIGHCLIFFE%20TO%20MILFORD%20CLIFFS&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000971&SiteName=HIGHCLIFFE%20TO%20MILFORD%20CLIFFS&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
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will therefore be important to ensure that developments within or adjacent to these waterbodies do not 
cause further deterioration and, if possible, improve the water quality and habitats.   

THEME CONCLUSIONS 

2.28 There is scope for development to have an adverse impact on sites of national or international 
significance for wildlife, directly but also indirectly, as well as the ecological status of the various 
waterbodies in the area.  For example, through indirect impacts arising from recreational pressures and 
pollution arising from the treatment and disposal of waste water.  Whilst in a number of cases mitigation 
measures are possible, further assessment is likely to be required.  As such this is an issue that would be 
appropriate to consider through the SEA process.  There are no significant risks relating to geology that 
need to be considered further. 

LANDSCAPE 

2.29 Christchurch is characterised by a low lying relatively level landscape adjoining the coast and rivers 
Avon and Stour, with the exception of St Catherines Hill, which rises to about 50m AOD at the northern 
tip of the parish.  Most of the parish is built-upΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǾŀƭƭŜȅ 
ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ όǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǊƛǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȊŜŘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ 
Catherines Hill more typical of a heath / forest mosaic landscape type (a mix of heath, forest and scrub, 
popular for informal recreation activities and having important open vistas from key viewpoints)23.  

POLICY CONTEXT 

National plans and programmes 

Ô A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, 2018 
Ô Environmental Improvement Plan, 2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan) 
Ô Green Infrastructure Framework, 2023 
Ô National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2024 

Local plans and programmes 

Ô Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Part 1 ς Core Strategy, 2014  
Ô Christchurch Borough Council Character Assessment, 2003 

Context Overview: key findings 

2.30 National strategies aim to ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the landscapes and coastlines across 
the country.  Targets include: 

Ô ¢Ƙŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǿŀƭƪ ƻŦ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ƻǊ ōƭǳŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ 
Ô Making the England Coast Path fully walkable by the end of 2024. 
Ô Conserving and enhancing the natural, geological and cultural diversity of our landscapes. 

2.31 The Government aims to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of our landscapes by reviewing 
National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs), including assessing whether more may 
be needed, as well as identifying opportunities for environmeƴǘŀƭ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ мрф 
National Character Areas and monitoring indicators on landscape character and quality. 

2.32 The NPPF which gives great weight to conserving and enhancing protected landscapes (National 
Parks, the Broads and National Landscapes), as well as landscape character and scenic beauty.  The scale 
and extent of development within designated areas should be limited, while development within their 
setting should be sensitively located and designed to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the 
designated areas.   

 
23 for more information on landscape character refer to https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-
parks/the-dorset-landscape/landscape-character-assessment-map  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/urban-design-trees-and-conservation/urban-design
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/the-dorset-landscape/landscape-character-assessment-map
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countryside-coast-parks/the-dorset-landscape/landscape-character-assessment-map
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2.33 At the local level, Policies HE2 and HE3 within the Core Strategy deal with the design of new 
development and landscape quality, and require designs to be of high quality, reflecting and enhancing 
areas of recognised local distinctiveness and seeking to enhance the landscape character of the area.   

2.34 /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
the former Borough.  It provides a comprehensive analysis of the quality, diversity and sensitivity of the 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ Ψ/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ !ǊŜŀǎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘǎ 
down guidance on how new development could be accommodated in a manner which would 
successfully integrate with its location. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION 

National Landscapes 

Map 4. Nationally important landscapes 

 

2.35 There are no nationally important landscapes within the parish, the nearest (the New Forest 
National Park) lying approximately 1.4km to the east.   

National Character Areas 

2.36 The western part of the plan area falls within the Dorset Heaths National Character Area (NCA)24, 
and the eastern part within the New Forest NCA25.   

2.37 ¢ƘŜ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ IŜŀǘƘǎ b/! ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƴǳǊōŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜέ 
as one of its landscape attributes, as well as the extensive tracts of semi-natural lowland heathland.  In 
relation to the conurbation it notes: 

 
24 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6271645295575040?category=587130  
25 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5545755456569344?category=587130  

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6271645295575040?category=587130
https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5545755456569344?category=587130
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Ô The now contiguous settlements of Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch connect and partially 
surround the harbours of Poole and Christchurch with extensive beach and promenade frontages 
between backed in places by low cliffs. 

Ô Early settlement pattern now overlain and obscured by 19th- and 20th-century development. 
Ô Some ΨseasideΩ architecture. 

THEME CONCLUSIONS 

2.38 Development within the Neighbourhood Plan area is unlikely to adversely affect nationally 
important landscapes due to the intervening distance.  There is no evidence to suggest that the 
landscapes within the plan area have been significantly degraded or would be adversely impacted by 
development to require assessment as part of the SEA process. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

2.39 The built environment is noteworthy for its historic interest, with many Conservation Areas within 
and adjoining the parish), Listed buildings and scheduled monuments as well as sites of archaeological 
interest relating to past activities and events. 

2.40 The area of Christchurch parish and the adjoining parish of Highcliffe and Walkford was examined as 
part of the Dorset Historic Towns Project in 2011, and there is an extensive report available26.  This 
report does not highlight any particular issues (risks or threats) but does include extensive information 
about the overall development of the town from its earliest beginnings to the present day, to provide a 
better understanding of how the past has influenced the modern townscape, identify what historical 
features and structures survive, and what these continue to contribute to the present character of the 
town. 

POLICY CONTEXT 

National plans and programmes 

Ô Heritage Statement, 2017 and update Heritage Statement: One Year On, 2018 
Ô National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2024 
Ô Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 

Local plans and programmes 

Ô Burton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2007 
Ô Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Part 1 ς Core Strategy, 2014 and saved policies from the 

Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001 
Ô Christchurch Central Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2005 
Ô Mudeford Quay Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2008 
Ô Purewell Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2010 
Ô Sopley Conservation Area Statement, 2019 
Ô Stanpit & Fishermans Bank Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2008 
Ô Winkton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan, 2007 

Context Overview: key findings 

2.41 S66 (1) of the 1990 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act requires the Local 
tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ άƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǘ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜǎΦέ ƛƴ determining planning permissions. 

2.42 The NPPF seeks to conserve and enhance heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their 
significance, and ensure that planning policies and decisions are sympathetic to local character and 

 
26 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/Urban-design-trees-and-
conservation/conservation-areas  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a81e562ed915d74e3400a2c/Heritage_Statement_2017__final_-_web_version_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ff2d4ce8fa8f53b7f26d6b8/Heritage_Statement_2018_V2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/stanpit-and-fishermans-bank-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/winkton-conservation-area-appraisal-and-management-plan-adopted-january-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/Urban-design-trees-and-conservation/conservation-areas
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/Urban-design-trees-and-conservation/conservation-areas
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history without preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation of change. Understanding the 
significance of the heritage assets is critical to the conservation and enhancement of the historic 
environment.  Historic England has produced guidance specifically to assist in understanding the 
significance of such assets and encourages reference to these, which address Neighbourhood Plans; 
Strategic Environmental Assessments; consideration of setting; and site allocations.  These are listed 
below: 

Ô Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic Environment (HE Advice Note 11), 2022 
Ô Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment (HE Advice Note 8), 2016 
Ô The Setting of Heritage Assets (HE Good Practice Advice Note 3), 2017 
Ô The Historic Environment and Site Allocations in Local Plans (HE Advice Note 3), 2015 

2.43 ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ 
and integrated in placemaking and economic development across government. 

2.44 At the local level, the Policy HE1 deals with the Historic Environment.  A number (but not all) of the 
Conservation Areas also have Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans to help articulate 
and ensure that their essential character is suitably protected and that future development is 
appropriate. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION 

Listed Buildings 

2.45 A search of the National Heritage List for England27 (NHLE) identifies 174 buildings / structures 
within the parish that are Listed, of which six are Grade I buildings (three historic bridges, the Priory, the 
Castle and Constable's House) and nine are Grade II*.  Of these, Christchurch Priory and Parish Church is 
currently registered on the Heritage at Risk Register28, noting that the entire roof covering is likely to 
require complete replacement, and that funding is being investigated to address the necessary repairs 
and provide new and improved facilities.  There is no published register for local heritage at risk which 
would include Grade II buildings.   

Conservation Areas 

2.46 There are 10 Conservation Areas within or adjoining the parish.  The majority of these do have 
Conservation Area Appraisals, but most have not been reviewed in recent years.   

Ô Avon Buildings = designated 1991, no published appraisal 
Ô Burton (adjoining, minor part within) = designated 1986, last appraised 2007 - Burton Conservation 

Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
Ô Christchurch Central = designated 1969, last appraised 2005 - Christchurch Central Conservation 

Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
Ô Christchurch Hospital = designated 1991, no published appraisal 
Ô Mudeford Quay = designated 1981, boundary amended 2008, last appraised 2008 - Mudeford 

Quay Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
Ô Purewell = designated 1991, boundary amended 1995, last appraised 2010 - Purewell Conservation 

Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
Ô Sopley, New Forest (adjoining) = designated 1976, published statement dated 2019 - Sopley 

Conservation Area Statement 
Ô Stanpit and Fisherman's Bank = designated 1991, boundary revised 2008, last appraised 2008 - 

Stanpit & Fishermans Bank Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan 
Ô Wick Village (adjoining) = designated 1985, boundary amended 1991, no published appraisal 
Ô Winkton (adjoining, minor part within) = designated 1989, boundary amended 2007, last appraised 

2007 - Winkton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan 

 
27 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/  
28 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/13100  

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-historic-environment-advice-note-11/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-in-local-plans/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/stanpit-and-fishermans-bank-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/winkton-conservation-area-appraisal-and-management-plan-adopted-january-2007.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/13100
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2.47 In the absence of a recent assessment it is difficult to determine the extent to which these historic 
areas are currently experiencing adverse impacts either from development, poor management or for any 
other reasons.   

Scheduled Monuments 

2.48 A search of the National Heritage List for England29 (NHLE) identifies 17 scheduled monuments, the 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ōŀǊǊƻǿǎ κ wƻƳŀƴ ŎŀƳǇǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
built-up area, including: 

Ô World War II pillbox and tank traps in the former railway yard  
Ô Pre-Conquest monastery, early Christian cemetery, Augustinian priory and a motte and bailey 

castle in the area around Christchurch Priory 
Ô Site of Town Walls in and east of Druitt Gardens, off Sopers Lane 

2.49 None of the scheduled monuments is currently listed on the Heritage at Risk Register. 

Map 5. Designated Heritage Assets 

 

 
29 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1005579
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1018277
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1018277
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1002371
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Map 6 inset: Designated Heritage Assets 

 
Other designated heritage assets 

2.50 There are no registered battlefields, registered parks and gardens or world heritage sites within or 
within reasonable proximity to the parish.  Millhams Mead is of note as a historic park / garden of local 
interest, as identified by the Dorset Gardens Trust30.  It is a partly walled garden to the rear of the Grade 
II Listed 4 ς 5 Millhams Street31, extending to Mill Stream then across a footbridge to an orchard and 
kitchen garden with the Avon river meadows beyond. 

THEME CONCLUSIONS 

2.51 Whilst only the Christchurch Priory and Parish Church is identified as a heritage asset at risk, the 
extent of heritage interest across the parish and potential impact of development on the setting of 
heritage assets suggests that development within the Neighbourhood Plan area could adversely affect 
nationally important designated heritage assets.  As such this is an issue that would be appropriate to 
consider through the SEA process. 

SOIL, WATER, AIR, MATERIAL ASSETS AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 

POLICY CONTEXT 

National plans and programmes 

Ô A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, 2018 
Ô Climate Change Act, 2008 
Ô Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain, 2021 
Ô Environment Act, 2021 

 
30 https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcc5/ 
1616063719866/CHRISTCHURCH-compressed.pdf  
31 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1110087?section=comments-and-photos  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/610d63ffe90e0706d92fa282/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcc5/1616063719866/CHRISTCHURCH-compressed.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcc5/1616063719866/CHRISTCHURCH-compressed.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1110087?section=comments-and-photos
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Ô Environmental Improvement Plan, 2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan) 
Ô Flood and Water Management Act, 2010 
Ô Food Strategy, 2025 
Ô National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England, 2020 
Ô National Model Design Code, 2021 
Ô National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2024 
Ô Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener, 2021 
Ô Plan For Change, 2024 
Ô The Clean Air Strategy, 2019 
Ô The Third National Adaptation Programme (NAP3), 2023  

Local plans and programmes 

Ô BCP Council Air Quality Annual Status Reports, 2020-2024 
Ô BCP Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (Submission version), 2024 
Ô BCP Green Infrastructure Strategy 2022 ς 2031, 2022 
Ô Bournemouth Water Draft Water Resources Management Plan, 2024 
Ô Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Local Area Energy Plan, 2025   
Ô Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan, 2022 
Ô Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Mineral Sites Plan, 2019 
Ô Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Waste Plan, 2019 
Ô Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Strategy, 2014 
Ô Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Part 1 ς Core Strategy, 2014 and saved policies from the 

Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001 
Ô Christchurch Bay & Harbour FCERM Strategy, 2024 
Ô Poole and Christchurch Bays Shoreline Management Plan, 2011 
Ô South West River Basin District River Basin Management Plan, 2022 and related South West TraC 

monitoring data 

Context Overview: key findings 

2.52 The National Adaptation Programme sets the actions that the UK Government and others will take 
to adapt to the impacts of climate change in the UK. NAP3 sets out the key adaptation actions for 2023 
to 2028 and forms part of the 5-yearly cycle of requirements laid down in the Climate Change Act 2008.   
It recognises that local authorities are at the forefront of local action to protect communities and 
businesses and need to adapt to minimise climate change risks in their areas, including through 
developing local plans, strategies and supplementary planning guidance, as well as, overseeing 
development and planning approvals in line with community priorities and sustainability considerations. 

2.53 hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Ψtƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƴƎŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
superpower, accelerating to net zero and delivering clean power by 2030 by building a diverse low 
carbon energy system. 

2.54 The 25-year Environment Plan sets out a range of measures, with the aim of achieving clean air, 
clean and plentiful water, and reduced risk from environmental hazards.  This includes measures to 
improve soil quality, use water more sustainably, reduce pollution, maximise resource efficiency and 
minimise environmental impacts.  This is complemented by the Clean Air Strategy in terms of tackling 
sources of air pollution, and related statutory targets under the Environment Act also concern reducing 
water pollution from nutrients.  The recently published Food Strategy highlights issues relating to 
environmental sustainability of the agricultural sector, and implications of climate change, biodiversity 
loss and environmental degradation to our food security.  The Government is committed to 
decarbonising transport to achieve net zero targets.  

2.55 The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England recognises that we 
cannot eliminate the risk of all flooding and coastal change, but seeks to ensure that investment and 
planning decisions secure sustainable growth and environmental improvements.  It states that 
ά!ƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŦƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-uk-government-food-strategy-for-england/a-uk-government-food-strategy-for-england-considering-the-wider-uk-food-system#introduction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033990/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6751af4719e0c816d18d1df3/Plan_for_Change.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64ba74102059dc00125d27a7/The_Third_National_Adaptation_Programme.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/environment/pollution/air-quality/air-quality-reports-for-bournemouth-christchurch-and-poole
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/Planning-and-building-control/Local-plan-and-cil/TCC4d-BCP-Level-1-SFRA-Report-June-2024.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/GI-Strategy-Summary-Doc-v8-final-30.6.22-compressed.pdf
https://www.bournemouthwater.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/improving-your-service/water-resources-management-plan
https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s58768/Appendix%201%20for%20Local%20Area%20Energy%20Plan.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/About-the-council/Local-Cycling-and-Walking-Infrastructure-Plan.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/mineral-sites-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/2019-waste-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/283152/minerals-strategy-2014-chapters-1-8-compressed.pdf/9022e767-ff8a-d94b-14de-9c3a5279f961
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s50825/Appendix%201%20-%20Strategy%20Appraisal%20Report%20StAR%20for%20BCP%20and%20NFDC%20approval.pdf
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP15
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/south-west-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022


Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

21 

places. This includes avoiding inappropriate development in the floodplain and using nature based 
solutions to slow the flow of or store flood waters. It involves better preparing and responding to flood 
and coastal incidents through timely and effective forecasting, warning and evacuation. Furthermore, it 
needs to be about helping communities and local economies recover more quickly after a flood or 
ΨōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎΦέ 

2.56 ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 5ŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
entire UK transport system.  It sets out its strategic priorities, which include: 

Ô Accelerating modal shift to public and active transport ς so that public transport and active travel 
will be the natural first choice for our daily activities 

Ô Ensuring  a cohesive, widely available, net zero public transport network designed for the 
passenger - by 2050 every place in the UK will have its own net zero transport network; 

Ô Phasing out all new non-zero emission road vehicles by 2040 -  ensuring that infrastructure is not a 
barrier to this transition; 

Ô Harnessing opportunities from green innovation and technology to drive UK productivity growth 
and create new jobs; 

Ô Ensuring the impact of aviation and shipping on the environment is significantly reduced, becoming 
zero by 2040 / 2050 respectively. 

2.57 The Net Zero Strategy refers to the National Model Design Code provides tools and guidance to help 
ensure developments respond to the impacts of climate change, are energy efficient, and reduce carbon 
emissions. 

2.58 The NPPF seeks to protect high quality soil resources (in particular the best and most versatile 
farmland), improve the water environment, mitigate air quality impacts and requires that plans should 
take a proactive approach to adapting to climate change.  Measures include making efficient use of land, 
using brownfield land opportunities, prioritising sustainable transport solutions, limiting the need to 
travel, keeping future developments safe from flooding (and ensuring that development does not 
increase risk elsewhere) and enhancing green infrastructure.   

2.59 Policy ENV3 (saved from the Christchurch Borough Local Plan) deals with pollution and ME7: deals 
with the protection of groundwater.  Policies ME3: Sustainable Development Standards for New 
Development, ME4: Renewable Energy Provision for Residential and Non-Residential Developments, 
ME5: Sources of Renewable Energy, ME6: Flood Management, Mitigation, and Defence are directly 
related to climate change.  There are no particular proposals for minerals or waste facilities in the parish 
included in the minerals and waste plans.   

2.60 Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) are used to identify areas where air quality is poor, and 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΦ  ./t /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ƛǊ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
Annual Status Reports provide information on air quality within the Council area and set out measures 
needed and any progress that has been made.  Monitoring data demonstrates that no exceedances were 
identified at any locations within the BCP Council area, including the areas in and around the now 
revoked AQMAs.  An Air Quality Strategy is to be developed.  The local Green Infrastructure Strategy 
highlights the opportunities from reinforcing green spaces to help adapt to a changing climate. 

2.61 The South West River Basin District River Basin Management Plan and associated monitoring data 
identifies that the Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch Harbour are all currently failing 
to reach good ecological status /  potential 

2.62 The draft Water Resources Management Plan for the local area highlights the need to reduce the 
amount of water taken from the river Avon to help protect the environment, particularly in its lower 
reaches, as well as the River Stour and from groundwater sources.  It notes that the Bournemouth area is 
classified as water stressed by Defra. The draft plan proposes improving efficiency through the 
installation of smart metering and smart networks to enable leaks to be detected and fixed sooner, 
measures to encourage improved customer behaviour, as well as mains replacement and repair.  A water 
recycling scheme is planned for Poole Harbour alongside a water transfer scheme from Mendip Quarry 
to augment the River Stour and remediating an existing borehole which is currently not used, to provide 



Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

22 

an additional supply.  An aquifer recharge scheme is also being developed, as well as the conversion of 
an existing lake to a reservoir by 2035/36. 

2.63 A Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) was adopted by the Council in July 2025, setting out the changes 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƻ ƴŜǘ ȊŜǊƻ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  Lǘǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

Ô reviewing and addressing what local planning policies can do to support the deployment of 
measures such as renewable energy, heat pumps, and building fabric retrofits to accelerate the net 
zero energy transition; 

Ô facilitating the installation of solar PV on suitable rooftops and carparks across the BCP area; 
Ô empowering local communities in the BCP area to take an active role by fostering the development 

of community-led energy projects; 
Ô help further heat network development, support the upcoming UK Government zoning process and 

undertaking feasibility studies to assess opportunities for deployment, anticipating that ~4,000 
homes could be connected to a heat network between 2030 and 2040 (although no such 
opportunities are currently identified for the Christchurch area); 

Ô supporting the delivery of enhanced active travel and public transport networks, and school 
streets, with the aim of achieving 50% of journeys by sustainable transport. 

2.64 A new joint Local Transport Plan is being jointly developed by BCP and Dorset Council.  It aims to set 
out a strategy to deliver improve local transport infrastructure, and is anticipated to be completed in 
2026.  A Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) was adopted in 2022 and outlines a 
strategic framework for improving cycling and walking infrastructure in the area.  It recognizes that wide, 
safe footways where people have priority over cars are few and far between, busy roads act as barriers 
to people who attempt to walk or cycle around the area, and the cycling network is disjointed.  The 
ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ./t ŀǊŜŀ άǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ-friendly place and enjoy a culture where 
walking or cycling is a safe and natural choice for residents and visitors, particularly for shorter journeys. 
! ŎŀǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ   

2.65 The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) provides comprehensive and robust evidence base to 
support the planning decisions.  This identified that not all sites can be allocated in low or low-medium 
flood risk areas considering the significant future increase in flood risk due to climate, and that the 
current defences at Christchurch will have to be upgraded or new measures brought in to ensure 
Christchurch has adequate protection against tidal flooding in the long-term.   

2.66 A Christchurch Bay and Harbour Flood and Coastal Erosion Management (FCERM) Strategy has also 
been developed to identify where, when and broadly what type of works are needed to manage the risks 
of coastal flooding and erosion in this area, taking into considering the effects of predicted climate 
change on coastal communities, including sea level rise and the increased frequency of storms.  A draft 
strategy was produced and has been approved by BCP Council at its Cabinet meeting in October 202432, 
with the decision to develop a funding strategy.  The strategy notes that without suitable investment, the 
ŦƭƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ Ǌƛǎƪ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŘŜǘǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ άLƴ 
the future, with projected sea level rise combined with the failure / outflanking of existing defences, the 
flood risk in Christchurch harbour will become more extensive and extend further inland into areas such 
as Mudeford, Stanpit, Willow Drive and Wick. These are areas with a high concentration of properties 
and infrastructure which leads to significant economic damages from flooding. It is projected that 2,131 
properties will be at risk from coastal flooding at Christchurch Harbour from a 1 in 200 year (0.5% AEP) 
event in 2124. This would include flooding to a significant number of listed buildings and parts of 
ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 

2.67 Objectives contained within the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) include: 

Ô Protecting the  economic viability of Christchurch;  
Ô Maintaining important heritage values within Christchurch;  
Ô Reducing flood risk to Christchurch and Mudeford;  

 
32 https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ieIssueDetails.aspx?IId=13285&PlanId=0&Opt=3#AI7705  

https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ieIssueDetails.aspx?IId=13285&PlanId=0&Opt=3#AI7705
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Ô Maintaining the opportunity for commercial, recreational and sports use of the water, in particular 
the use of shore-based facilities such as Mudeford Quay;  

Ô Managing risk to properties due to erosion and flooding where sustainable;  
Ô Maintaining open space and recreational use of such space;  
Ô Minimising net loss of species/habitat and maintaining opportunities for the natural development 

of the mosaic of habitats, particularly within Christchurch Harbour;  
Ô Maintaining the outstanding landscape and the views and appreciation of the varied coastal 

environment;  
Ô Reducing reliance on defences. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION 

Agricultural Land Value 

Map 6. Agricultural Land Classification 

 

2.68 ¢ƘŜ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ό![/ύ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜǎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛȄ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ όƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ψƴƻƴ-
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳǊōŀƴΩύΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ DǊŀŘŜǎ м ǘƻ оŀ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƭŜΩ 
(BMV) land and Grades 3b to 5 relate to land of poorer quality.  The most recent data for the whole 
parish is the pre-1988 1:250 000 scale ALC maps that is intended for strategic uses33, which indicates that 
the areas of farmland in the parish are primarily Grade 4 (Poor) agricultural land.  However more recent 
appraisals of parcels of land34 do indicate the presence of Grade 3a land at Dudmoor.   

 
33 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/144017?category=5954148537204736  
34 As shown on https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html  

https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/144017?category=5954148537204736
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html
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Water Quality and Availability 

2.69 Bournemouth Water is the water provider for the parish, whilst Wessex Water is the sewerage 
provider.   

2.70 The Neighbourhood Plan area is located within the Stour (Dorset) and Avon (Hampshire) 
catchments.  The lower part of the Stour was recorded in 2022 as being of moderate ecological status35.  
The main issues relate to phosphates, macrophytes and phytobenthos (aquatic plants and algae) from 
poor nutrient management in relation to agricultural practices and from sewage discharge.  The lower 
part of the Avon36 is similarly recorded as of moderate ecological status, and although no particular 
issues were highlighted, the 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ōȅ 
2027, but has low confidence that this can be achieved in that timeframe.  The River Mude catchment37 
was recorded as being of good ecological status.  Christchurch Harbour is shown as being of moderate 
ecological status, again related to poor nutrient management in relation to agricultural practices, but 
also physical modifications relating to harbour use and flood protection schemes. 

2.71 The draft Water Resources Management Plan for the local area notes that the main water sources 
are the Rivers Avon and Stour.  It also notes that the Bournemouth area is classified as water stressed by 
Defra38Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ άhŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ȊƻƴŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ .ƻǳǊƴŜƳƻǳǘƘ ȊƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘέ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ 
challenge, and the need to reduce abstraction ς including the amount of water taken from the Avon 
where this is necessary to help protect the environment, particularly in its lower reaches, as well as the 
Stour, and from groundwater sources.   

2.72 There is a sewage treatment works located within the parish to the north-east side of the Stony 
Lane / Christchurch bypass roundabout, and just outside the parish at Holdenhurst, off the A338, in 
addition to sewage pumping stations located throughout the parish.  Storm overflow improvements are 
planned to reduce the amount of sewage currently being discharged into the environment, but will take 
time (with some areas unlikely to meet Government targets by 204039). 

2.73 Groundwater Source Protection Zones as identified by the Environment Agency in order to protect 
sources such as wells, boreholes and springs that are used for public drinking water supply40.  Nitrate 
Vulnerable Zones and Drinking Water Safeguard Zones also denote areas at risk from pollution41.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan area does not contain any such areas. 

Minerals and waste 

2.74 Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) cover areas of known mineral resources that are of sufficient 
value to warrant protection for future generations, to ensure that such resources are adequately and 
effectively considered in land-use planning decisions to avoid them being sterilized when prior extraction 
may be possible.  Whilst the published policies map is not clear, the Neighbourhood Plan area does 
appear to include some areas identified for minerals safeguarding for sand and gravel.  However this is 
unlikely to apply to infill sites within the settlement boundary, as development in such locations would 
not pose a serious hindrance to future mineral development.  There are no proposals for new waste 
facilities or mineral extraction sites within the Neighbourhood Plan area.   

Air Pollution Risks 

2.75 There are no Air Quality Management Areas located within or in proximity to the parish.  The latest 
Air Quality Annual Status Report notes Bournemouth as the 10th most congested urban area in the UK, 

 
35 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043011040  
36 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043015842  
37 https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043011020  
38 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification  
39For more information about storm overflows see 
https://corporate.wessexwater.co.uk/media/nkdpc3z3/overview-of-sewer-system-and-storm-overflows.pdf and 
https://wessexwater.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/de7d66343e304703935403cf1beb398c  
40 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html  
41 https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/  

https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043011040
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043015842
https://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/WaterBody/GB108043011020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-stressed-areas-2021-classification
https://corporate.wessexwater.co.uk/media/nkdpc3z3/overview-of-sewer-system-and-storm-overflows.pdf
https://wessexwater.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/de7d66343e304703935403cf1beb398c
https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html
https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/
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however the current (2025) ranking show that this has dropped to 17th place (out of 35), although 
average travel time has increased slightly42.  

Map 7. Traffic Congestion map 

 

2.76 The adjusted annual mean concentrations for NO2 fell well below the Air Quality Objective of 
40µg/m3 during 2023, with all but three of the measurements in the Christchurch area under 20µg/m3.  
Those above were roadside monitor stations on Barrack Road (C3), at the Fountain Roundabout (C4) and 
opposite Avon buildings in Bargates (C19), which had measurements of 21.5, 27.8 and 25.6 µg/m3 
respectively.  The report notes that the overall trend is one of declining NO2 concentrations, which 
appears to be broadly the case in those locations, compared to 2019 levels. 

2.77 Fine particulate levels (PM2.5) are measured as a roadside monitoring station on Barrack Road, and 
were reported as 8.9 µg/m3 in the latest monitoring year (and trending downwards), compared to the 
national air quality objective of 20 µg/m3. 

Climate Change and Flood Risk 

2.78 Lƴ WǳƴŜ нлмфΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Y DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ΨƴŜǘ ȊŜǊƻΩ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ нлрлΦ 
Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the built environment are monitored and recorded at the local 
authority level.   

2.79 Data from the Met Office43 indicates that by 2070, in the high emission scenario, future 
temperatures could be between 1.3°C to 5.1°C higher in summer, and 0.6°C to 3.8°C in winter.  Hot 
summers are expected to become more common.  In the future (by 2070s), under a high emissions 
scenario, the frequency of hot spells ς when maximum daytime temperatures exceed 30°C for two or 
more consecutive days - increases, rising from an average of 0.20 occurrences per year in the present-
day to 4.1 by 2070.  Rainfall patterns across the UK are more difficult to predict as these are not uniform 

 
42 https://www.tomtom.com/traffic-index/ranking/?country=UK  
43 https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/summaries/index  

https://www.tomtom.com/traffic-index/ranking/?country=UK
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/summaries/index
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and vary on seasonal and regional scales.  However the data suggests significant increases in hourly 
precipitation extremes in the future.   

2.80 The Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) notes that between 2005 and 2019, the emissions associated with 
BCP area reduced (by 41%), largely due to electricity grid decarbonisation, but significant emissions 
remain from the use of fuel for heating and road transport.  By 2045 the electricity demand is likely to be 
2x the baseline, requiring significant investment in the network.   

Figure 2. Carbon Emissions 

 
 

2.81 The latest Strategic Flood Risk assessment of the area notes the main risk of fluvial flooding across 
ǘƘŜ ./t ŀǊŜŀ ŀǊƛǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƛǾŜǊ {ǘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊ !ǾƻƴΦ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
susceptible to fluvial flooding are in ChristchurŎƘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ƛŎƪΣ tǳǊŜǿŜƭƭΣ LŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊǘƻƴΦέ  {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ 
water flood risk is also widespread, with urban areas most at risk of surface water flooding including 
/ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ IƛƭƭΦ  CƻǳǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ./t ŀǊŜ ŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ Ŧƭƻoding, 
including the River Stour lower tributaries, and the River Avon and tributaries. 

Map 8. Flood extent (river and sea) with defences shown 
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Map 9. Surface Water Flood Risk (1 in 100) 

 

2.82 The FCERM Strategy includes information on the projected extent of coastal erosion and coastal 
flooding, including information on the wider extent of flooding should the defences fail.  It projects that 
in excess of 2,100 properties would be at risk from coastal flooding at Christchurch Harbour from a 1 in 
200 year event in 2124, and that this would include flooding to a significant number of listed buildings 
and parts of scheduled monuments. 

Map 10. FCERM Strategy extract - flood and erosion risk across the Strategy frontage 

 

THEME CONCLUSIONS 

2.83 Future development has the potential to affect water resources and quality through increased 
consumption and waste-water discharges.  Plans are being developed by the water companies to 
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maintain adequate water supply and improve wastewater management over the plan period, however 
consideration should nonetheless be given to the extent that new development can avoid impacts on 
water quality and to contribute to reducing consumption and improving efficiency.  

2.84 Whilst there is some nationally high quality agricultural land within the Neighbourhood Plan area, 
the plan is not proposing development that would have the potential to result in the permanent loss of 
productive agricultural land.  

2.85 Whilst development may lead to increased traffic levels and other activities that may increase air 
pollution, the existing data shows there are no exceeded or expected exceedances of national air quality 
objectives.  Designated sites for biodiversity within and in proximity to the neighbourhood area are 
potentially sensitive to air pollution issues, and this is considered separately under the biodiversity and 
geodiversity theme. 

2.86 Climate change is a matter of international concern, and the UK Government has committed to 
transitioning to a net-ȊŜǊƻ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ 
to address the main cause of climate change.  It also recognizes the need to mitigate the expected 
impacts in terms of temperatures, rainfall and extreme weather events.   

2.87 Significant areas of the Neighbourhood Plan area are impacted by flooding and coastal erosion, and 
it will therefore be important to have regard to national planning policy on avoiding and mitigating flood 
risk.   

2.88 As such the issues of water resources and quality, climate change impacts and flood risk / coastal 
erosion would be appropriate to consider through the SEA process. 

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 

POLICY CONTEXT 

National plans and programmes 

Ô A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment, 2018 
Ô Environmental Improvement Plan, 2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan) 
Ô Green Infrastructure Framework, 2023 
Ô National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2024 
Ô Plan For Change, 2024 

Local plans and programmes 

Ô BCP Green Infrastructure Strategy 2022 ς 2031, 2022 
Ô Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Part 1 ς Core Strategy, 2014 and saved policies from the 

Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001 
Ô ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ /ŀǊŜ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ, 2022/23 
Ô Housing Strategy 2021-2026, 2021 

Context Overview: key findings 

2.89 The Government has five national missions that set the direction of change. These include building 
an NHS fit for the future; safer streets, and kickstarting economic growth.  It seeks to raise living 
standards; provide better healthcare and policing, and build 1.5 million homes in England. 

2.90 ¢ƘŜ bttC ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ōƻƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
the importance of having a sufficient amount and variety of land that can come forward where it is 
needed, and that addresses the needs of groups with specifiŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ  Lǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ƘŜ 
ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŀƛƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƳƛȄ ƻŦ 
ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
community services and facilities, including health facilities, educational facilities, and open space. It 
recognises the benefits of creating cohesive communities, in safe environments where crime and the 
fear of crime do not undermine the quality of life of residents.  Access to high quality open spaces and 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6751af4719e0c816d18d1df3/Plan_for_Change.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/GI-Strategy-Summary-Doc-v8-final-30.6.22-compressed.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://ourdorset.org.uk/strategy/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2023/04/Working-Better-Together-Strategy-V3.4-Spreads.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/About-the-council/housing-strategy.pdf
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opportunities for sport and physical activity are recognized as contributing to the health and wellbeing of 
communities. The health benefits of access to nature, green spaces and green infrastructure are further 
reiterated through the 25-year Environment Plan. 

2.91 At the local level, the following policies within the Core Strategy directly relate to the community 
wellbeing include Policy KS7: Role of Town and District Centres; Policy HE4: Open Space Provision; Policy 
LN7: Community Facilities and Services and Policy PC5: Shops and Community Facilities in Local Centres 
and Villages.  There are also policies relating to the supply of housing and house types, although the plan 
is no longer up-to-date given the higher housing need targets for the area and delay in its review. 

2.92 The Housing Strategy for the BCP area identifies five priorities: 

Ô Meeting future growth needs; 
Ô Preventing homelessness and rough sleeping; 
Ô Improving housing options, opportunities, and choice for all; 
Ô Empowering and co-creating neighbourhoods where residents wish to live and be part of the 

community  
Ô LƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ .ƻǳǊƴŜƳƻǳǘƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ tƻƻƭŜΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦ 

2.93 The Integrated Care Partnership Strategy highlights the need to strengthen community services for 
people living with long-term conditions; improve support for mental health in the community and in 
schools; improve support for carers; use technology to support older people to stay living in their own 
homes; provide care closer to home, away from hospitals; and tackle issues such as homelessness.  Its 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bI{ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΩǎ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ tƭŀƴΦ   

2.94 ./t /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴǎǇŀŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
infrastructure through land use planning. It identifies opportunities and priority areas for action, and 
outlines a high level delivery framework for green infrastructure investment.  Opportunities include 
increasing the functionality of green spaces for health benefits, to provide increased opportunities for 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being.  

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION 

2.95 The 2021 Census records that the parish had a population of over 31,000 usual residents at that 
time.  The following visual graphics44 provide an overview of the population profile and housing stock in 
comparison, highlighting: 

Ô the older age profile of the town (28% of the population is aged 65 years or more, compared to less 
than 19% nationally, with comparatively fewer residents aged 20 - 40); 

Ô higher levels of disability and economic inactivity (which is reflective of the age profile); 
Ô the greater proportion of smaller (1 and 2 bedroom) properties in the housing stock, and 

comparatively low level of rented housing. 

Figure 3. 2021 Census parish profile data 

 

 
44 https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/#E04012814  

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/#E04012814
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2.96 Comparing the 2011 and 
2021 Census profiles, the data 
indicates an ageing population, 
with 24.6% of the population  
aged 65 and over in 201145.  

2.97 Key statistics on travel and 
transport from the 2021 Census 
show a comparatively high level 
of car ownership, with far fewer 
car-free houses than typical 
across the nation.  The data 
indicates that there are relatively 
good levels of job self-
containment, with most 
workers commuting 
travelling less than 10km 
(although this data is likely 
to have been influenced 
by the furlough 
arrangements associated 
with the pandemic).   

2.98 General health is 
slightly below the national 
average, with 5.9% of the 
population in bad / very 
bad health (compared to 5.2% nationally), and a higher proportion of disabled people, most likely linked 
to the higher proportion of older people.   

 
45 Source: ONS 2011 KS102EW queried from https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/  

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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2.99 The latest published data on homelessness46 cover the whole of the BCP Council area, and report 61 
cases of people rough sleeping.  There are a wide range of reasons why people are being made or 
threatened with homelessness, the most significant being the end of private rented tenancy, followed by 
family / friends no longer able to accommodate them. 

Figure 4. Statutory homelessness: detailed local authority-level tables Q1 2025, BCP Council data 

 

 

2.100 Levels of household deprivation across the area as a whole is similar to the national average, 
with just over half (52.5%) of households deprived in one or more areas (the national average being 
51.6%).  Somerford has the highest levels of in terms of the indices of multiple deprivation (IMD)47, being 

 
46 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-homelessness-in-england-january-to-march-2025  
47 https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html#  

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutory-homelessness-in-england-january-to-march-2025
https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod_index.html
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amongst the 20% most deprived neighbourhoods in the country ς and ranked similarly in the previous 
2015 data.  This appears to relate to a range of issues, most notably income, employment, and 
education, skills and training. 

Figure 5. Indices of Multiple Deprivation: 2019 and 2015 

 

THEME CONCLUSIONS 

2.101 An ageing population can potentially place additional pressures on existing services and facilities.  
The suitability and affordability of housing to meet local requirements will impact on the degree of 
homelessness, overcrowding and general health and well-being.  This is likely to include the need for 
appropriate housing for the aging population, as well as for key workers and families.  The importance of 
local services and facilities, and access to open green spaces and recreational areas is also a critical factor 
in health and well-being.  The data also indicates the need to consider access to employment 
opportunities, education and training in relation to the Somerford area, which ranks amongst the 20% 
most deprived neighbourhoods in the country in terms of overall IMD (2019). 

2.102 As such the issues of housing availability, and access to services and facilities, would be 
appropriate to consider through the SEA process. 

KEY ISSUES FOR THE STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

2.103 The conclusions from the above assessment highlight the following areas which would be 
appropriate to consider further through the SEA process: 

Ô BIODIVERSITY, FLORA AND FAUNA: the potential impacts on sites of national or international 
significance for wildlife, directly or indirectly 

Ô CULTURAL HERITAGE: the potential impacts on nationally important designated heritage assets, 
directly or indirectly 

Ô WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS: the potential to affect water resources and quality through 
increased consumption and waste-water discharges, and potential impact on / of climate change, 
including flood risk and coastal erosion.   

Ô POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH: the potential to impact on housing availability, and access to 
services and facilities 

2.104 Potential issues relating to geology, landscape, soils, air (other than on sites of national or 
international significance for wildlife), and material assets are unlikely to be significant and are proposed 
to be ruled out of the scope of the SEA. 
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3 THE FOCUS AND SCOPE OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

THE RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER RELEVANT PLANS AND PROGRAMMES  

3.1 Any Neighbourhood Plan has to be in general conformity with the adopted Local Plan for that area, 
in order to meet the basic conditions and be made48.  Once a Neighbourhood Plan has been brought into 
force, the policies it contains may take precedence over existing non-strategic policies in a Local Plan that 
would otherwise conflict, until superseded by strategic or non-strategic policies that are adopted later. 

3.2 The adopted Local Plan for Christchurch area comprises the Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan 
Core Strategy, adopted in April 2014, and saved policies of the 2001 Christchurch Borough Council Local 
Plan49Φ  ¢ƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴΩǎ settlement hierarchy (Policy KS2) identifies Christchurch as one of the wider 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ όǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
area), and as such its function is to άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΣ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΣ ǊŜǘŀƛƭΣ 
utility, employment and residential development.έ  The Local Plan expected to provide about 8,490 new 
homes and 80 hectares of employment land across the whole of the plan area between the years 2013 
and 2028 (Policies KS4 and KS5).  Christchurch town centre was recognised as a focal point of 
commercial, leisure and community activity, and the main focus for meeting the borough wide 
projection for comparison and convenience floorspace (Policies KS6 to KS8).  More detail on relevant 
policies is contained in the Neighbourhood Plan chapters. 

3.3 The Neighbourhood Plan cannot deal with county matters (mineral extraction and waste 
development), nationally significant infrastructure or development that falls within Annex 1 to Council 
Directive 85/337/EEC as these are specifically excluded by the legislation. 

¢I9 t[!bΩ{ /hb¢9b¢{ !b5 a!Lb h.W9/¢L±9{ 

3.4 The proposed vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is as follows: 

Christchurch is unspoilt and charming, and will continue to be an attractive and vibrant town in its 
unique peaceful setting at the confluence of the rivers Avon and Stour close to the sea. 

Steeped with individuality, bestowed by its historic town centre, the Mudeford and Friars Cliff 
ŎƻŀǎǘƭƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƻǊȅΣ {ǘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜǎΩ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀƴǇƛǘ aŀǊǎƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǊŜƭŀȄƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
working for all its residents and visitors alike.   

3.5 The Plan covers five themes, with the following objectives and proposed policies: 

DESIGN AND HERITAGE 

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:  

3.6 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
the health, well-being and cultural benefit of present and future generations. New development will be 
sympathetically designed to reflect this heritage and create a harmonious townscape, and leaves our 
area a better place for future generations. 

3.7 The proposed policies cover: 

Ô 1. Principles for Good Design ς puts into effect the guidance set out in the relevant Design Code, 
ensuring designs respond positively to opportunities that positively reinforce local character and 
distinctiveness, and avoid replicating those attributes that are considered harmful to the character 
of the area. 

Ô 2. Shopfront Design ς sets out design guidance relating to the shopfront window and its 
component parts; doorways; the fascia and lettering; additional signage; lighting; canopies and 

 
48 As required under Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 section 8(2)e 
49 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-
the-christchurch-area  

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area


Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan  SEA Environmental Report 

34 

awnings; materials and colour palette for new shopfronts and alterations to existing shopfronts 
within Christchurch Town Centre. 

Ô 3. Locally Important Historic Buildings ς requires the conservation and, where possible, 
enhancement of locally important historic buildings and structures, as identified, as non-designated 
heritage assets. 

Ô 4. Locally Important Views ς identifies the importance of The Priory as the most prominent feature 
in distant views of the town; the generally verdant character of the town as appreciated from the 
water and river / harbourside and coastal walks; and locally important views (as identified) that 
should be respected. 

GREEN AND OPEN SPACES 

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:  

3.8 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊŦǊƻƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
enhanced, for their recreational, heritage, landscape and wildlife value and also for floodwater storage. 
New development will help to increase the connectivity between these spaces for accessibility, protects 
and creates new nature corridors and wildlife conservation areas, and overall benefits biodiversity.   

3.9 The proposed policies cover: 

Ô 5. Locally Important Green Spaces ς identifying areas to be designated as Local Green Spaces, as 
well as setting open space standards and need for open space provision / retention, including the 
wider value of green spaces to the character and amenity of an area. 

Ô 6. Opportunities for Wildlife ς highlighting the need to retain mature native trees and improve the 
biodiversity interest of the existing and proposed green corridors / stepping stones (as identified) 
where feasible. 

Ô 7. Protected Habitats Sites ς intended to ensure that development will only be permitted where it 
would not lead to an adverse effect upon the integrity, either alone or in-combination, directly or 
indirectly, on internationally and European protected habitats. 

GETTING ABOUT 

Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:  

3.10 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: Christchurch will have a sustainable, flexible and responsive 
transport system, enabling people to get about by whichever mode of transport they choose (walking, 
cycling, public transport or driving). Safe and attractive walking and cycling routes and improved bus and 
rail services will mean that people are less reliant on the private motor car, but the wishes and needs of 
residents who do wish or need to use a car will be respected. 

3.11 The proposed policies cover: 

Ô 8. Opportunities for Walking and Cycling ς ensuring development enables people to get about on 
foot, using a mobility scooter / wheelchair and by cycle by creating short, safe, attractive and direct 
routes within and connecting from development sites to key destinations, and supporting the 
delivery of the solutions identified in the Christchurch Walking and Cycling Study 

Ô 9. Design and Layout of Streets and Spaces - to encourage walking and cycling 
Ô 10. Managing Parking Requirements ς to mitigate issues relating to on-street parking problems 

arising from new development, and ensure the retention of critical public car parks serving the 
beach access points. 

TOWN CENTRE, SHOPS AND SERVICES 

3.12 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: Christchurch Town Centre will continue to be a lively and people-
centred place with a wide range of small and independent shops, diverse events and activities that 
attract people of all age groups, and an authentic and colourful Monday Market. 

3.13 The proposed policies cover: 
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Ô 11. The Town Centre Strategy ς setting out a range of measures intended to ensure that the centre 
continues to be a key destination for visitors and residents, a place rich in history and character.  
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ κ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ maintaining a mix of uses that 
ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ and measures to enhance the public realm. 

Ô 12. Town Centre Car Park Capacity ς to ensure the retention of critical public car parks serving the 
town centre. 

PLACE-MAKING 

3.14 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: Development that takes place in Christchurch should make the most 
of the opportunity to meet local needs and to create an environment in which all generations feel 
'connected' with a strong sense of belonging. 

3.15 The proposed policies cover: 

Ô 13. Meeting Local Housing and Employment Needs ς emphasising the need for larger homes (with 
3 or more bedrooms) designed to meet the need of families with children; smaller, affordable 
homes for rent and to buy to allow young people to remain in the area, and including sufficient 
space / flexibility to work from home; and wheelchair-friendly homes, retirement homes and care 
ƘƻƳŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ, as well as supporting mixed use development (i.e. 
employment with residential) to encourage an employment component delivery alongside the 
residential as part of sustainable development. 

Ô 14 ς 19. Site-specific allocations - covering land at Stour Road; Avon Trading Park frontage; 43 to 
47 Barrack Road, former Civic Offices site, Queensmead (off Fairmile Road) and land at 
Christchurch Hospital. 

Map 11. Potential areas for site-specific allocations 
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4 ASSESSMENT PROCESS AND TESTING 

DETERMINING THE SEA OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

4.1 Based on the key issues identified in Section 2 of this report, and the scope of the Neighbourhood 
Plan, the following objective and assessment questions have been developed.  This includes the addition 
of a question in relation to archaeology, as suggested by Historic England.  In order to avoid overlap, the 
questions relating to sustainable transport under the theme of water and climatic factors have been 
brough under the same heading, and that relating to climate change resilience of wildlife areas has been 
moved from climatic factors to the biodiversity theme (which was also addressing this point). 

Figure 6. Proposed SEA objectives and assessment questions 

Topic Proposed SEA objectives Proposed assessment questions 

BIODIVERSITY, 
FLORA AND 
FAUNA 

-  To protect the integrity 
of the network of 
designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Will the Neighbourhood Plan policiesΧ 
-  protect the integrity of the designated sites for 

biodiversity within and in proximity to the 
neighbourhood area, taking into account their 
vulnerability to recreational pressures, predation, 
arson and pollution from motor vehicles and waste-
water discharge? 

-  help ensure that the waterbodies relating to the 
Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and 
Christchurch Harbour can achieve and maintain good 
ecological status? 

-  increase the resilience of biodiversity in the area to 
the effects of climate change, including through 
enhancements and extensions to ecological 
networks? 

CULTURAL 
HERITAGE 

-  To conserve and 
enhance the significance 
of the historic 
environment 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 
-  conserve and enhance buildings, structures, and 

areas of architectural or historic interest, both 
designated and non-designated, and their settings? 

-  support the undertaking of early archaeological 
investigations and, where appropriate, recommend 
mitigation strategies? 

-  support access to, interpretation and understanding 
of, the historic evolution and character of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area? 

WATER AND 
CLIMATIC 
FACTORS 

-  To support the resilience 
of the Neighbourhood 
Plan area to the 
potential effects of 
climate change, including 
flooding and coastal 
erosion 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 
-  avoid inappropriate development in areas at higher 

risk of flooding or coastal erosion, including avoiding 
development close to the rivers /  flood defences 
where a buffer is required to maintain access, protect 
biodiversity and avoid impacts to flood defence 
infrastructure? 

-  ensure development within or close to flood risk 
areas (where the access/egress route may be 
affected by flooding) can be safely evacuated before 
an extreme flood event? 

-  ensure water runoff and drainage is managed 
through sustainable systems? 

-  maximise water efficiency and opportunities for 
water recycling? 
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-  To reduce the 
contribution to climate 
change made by 
activities in the area 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 
-  reduce energy consumption from non-renewable 

resources, and support the transition to net zero 
emission sources? 

-  To promote sustainable 
transport use and reduce 
the need to travel 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 
-  encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport 

including walking, cycling and public transport? 
-  support sustainable transport infrastructure 

enhancements, including enhanced pedestrian and 
cyclist networks to improve local connectivity? 

-  reduce the need to travel by ensuring an appropriate 
mix of uses to meet day-to-day needs within easy 
reach, and facilitate working from home and remote 
working? 

POPULATION 
AND HUMAN 
HEALTH 

-  To ensure development  
is aligned with the needs 
of all residents, 
improving accessibility, 
anticipating future needs 
and specialist 
requirements and 
supporting cohesive and 
inclusive communities 

²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΧ 
-  support the provision of a range of house types and 

sizes to meet the needs of the community, including 
the needs of an ageing population and the delivery of 
affordable housing?  

-  encourage and promote social cohesion and well-
being through green infrastructure enhancements? 

-  improve the availability and accessibility of key local 
facilities, including opportunities for education and 
employment in the Somerford area?  

4.2 The SEA was undertaken as an iterative process alongside the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan, 
and therefore a number of initial findings were considered and influenced the draft which has been 
subject to this final assessment. 

CONSIDERATION AND TESTING OF ALTERNATIVES - OVERVIEW 

IN THE ABSENCE OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

4.3 There is no legal requirement to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for all areas, and in its absence 
planning decisions would be made in line with the development plan (which in this case is the 
Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Core Strategy, adopted in April 2014, and saved policies of the 
2001 Christchurch Borough Council Local Plan50), unless material considerations indicate otherwise.   

4.4 In the absence of a Neighbourhood Plan, development would still take place within the area, and 
this could include the areas proposed for development in the Neighbourhood Plan, as they lie within the 
ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǎŜŜk to focus development.  Features of local 
environmental importance (such as valued green spaces and buildings of local historic interest) may not 
be as readily apparent without the Neighbourhood Plan policies, and therefore some environmental 
harm could occur. 

4.5 The Neighbourhood Plan provides the opportunity to achieve a more co-ordinated and planned 
pattern of development that takes into account environmental, social and economic issues, giving 
greater certainty to local communities, local businesses and service providers, to enable more 
sustainable patterns of development. 

4.6 The policies have therefore been assessed against the baseline that would include the status quo in 
relation to the current Local Plan and national planning policy coverage. 

 
50 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-
the-christchurch-area  

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
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ADDITIONAL ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

4.7 In order to be made, a Neighbourhood Plan must meet the basic conditions.  These include the 
requirement that the Plan has had appropriate regard to national policy and is in general conformity with 
the strategic policies in the development plan for the area, and that the plan will contribute to the 
achievement of sustainable development. 

4.8 Alternatives considered focused on whether other sites may be preferable and potentially 
deliverable within the plan period.  A review of the strategic housing land availability monitoring reports 
undertaken by BCP Council was undertaken, focussing on sites that had been promoted by landowners 
and therefore potentially available51.  Opportunities to bring forward land at Knapp Hill Waterworks, and 
the former Electric Museum, were explored, but in both cases the landowners made clear to the NP 
working group their intent to retain the sites for their operations.  Land at Reid Street, which had outline 
consented previously granted for residential development of up to 167 units under 8/18/3532/OUT, was 
similarly dismissed as an alternative as the occupant (Reid Steel) had indicated to BCP Council their 
intention to remain in situ.  Potential sites within the remainder of the proposed strategic site allocation 
north and south of Stony Lane were also considered, but were in ongoing employment use, subject to 
flood risk and, due to their scale and potential complexity, considered to be outside of the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan to coordinate.  Whilst land at 7-9 Purewell, Bridge Street was identified by BCP 
Council as a small site that had potential, an outline application 8/21/0761/OUT to develop the site for a 
mix of employment and residential use was refused and an appeal subsequently dismissed in September 
2022, partly based on concerns relating to flood risk and likely impact on the adjoining Listed Building 
and character of the Conservation Area (both designated heritage assets).  Given these concerns, the site 
was not considered to be a reasonable alternative to take forward. 

¢9{¢LbD hC ¢I9 t[!bΩ{ POLICIES AND REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES 

4.9 This section provides a summary of the sustainability impacts associated with each policy area in the 
pre-submission draft Neighbourhood Plan.  The results of the analysis of each policy are provided in table 
format against each of the sustainability objectives in Section 3, and graded as follows: 

Key: VV significant positive impact likely 

 V positive impact likely but not considered significant 

 - neutral impact likely 

 U adverse impact likely but not considered significant 

 UU significant adverse impact likely 

DESIGN AND HERITAGE POLICIES:  

4.10 Policies 1 - 4 deal with generic heritage and design issues relating to the Neighbourhood Plan area, 
including the approach to shopfront design and the identification of locally important historic buildings 
and locally important views.   

 
51 See HOM3 suite of documents in the BCP Local Plan examination library 
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/examination-library and interactive 
map at https://maps.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/map/Aurora.svc/run?script=%5CAurora%5CHELAA.AuroraScript%24& 
nocache=3ea19248-2678-50fc-091b-635819bfb9b8&resize=always  

https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/examination-library
https://maps.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/map/Aurora.svc/run?script=%5CAurora%5CHELAA.AuroraScript%24&nocache=3ea19248-2678-50fc-091b-635819bfb9b8&resize=always
https://maps.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/map/Aurora.svc/run?script=%5CAurora%5CHELAA.AuroraScript%24&nocache=3ea19248-2678-50fc-091b-635819bfb9b8&resize=always
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Figure 7. Policies 1 ς 4 assessment scores 

Environmental  
assessment objective 
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1. Principles for Good Design V V V V V V 

2. Shopfront Design - V - - - - 

3. Locally Important Historic Buildings - VV U - - - 

4. Locally Important Views V V - - - U 

4.11 The following table sets out the basis for the above summarised scores.   

Figure 8. Policies 1 ς 4 assessment basis 

Objective Assessment basis  

BIODIVERSITY. FLORA AND FAUNA 
To protect the integrity of the 
network of designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Policy 1 includes both incorporating trees and boundary 
landscaping within the layout to enhance the street scene, and 
biodiversity features such as bird and bat boxes within the built 
form.  Policies 2 and 3 are unlikely to have any material impact on 
designated wildlife sites and biodiversity.  Policy 4 seeks to 
safeguard the generally verdant character of the town and retain 
locally important views, several of which include open spaces and 
tree corridors, which are likely to support wildlife movement.   

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
To conserve and enhance the 
significance of the historic 
environment 

Policy 1 includes taking a design approach that is based on an 
understanding of the character of the area, and is therefore likely 
retain those key characteristics that are important in 
understanding the historic evolution and character of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area.  The Shopfront guidance in Policy 2 
was based on an appraisal of the typical and traditional 
shopfronts in the area and was carried out by a chartered 
!ǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
heritage sector.  The guidance seeks to reinforce those elements 
that are important to the historic character of the town centre, 
and will apply to both shop fronts which are of historic interest 
and those that form part of their wider setting.  As part of the 
work on the Neighbourhood Plan, 14 potential buildings / 
building groups have been identified that research suggests 
should be added to the local list, and Policy 3 seeks to ensure 
that these are suitably protected in the interim.  Policy 4 includes 
several views of heritage assets (most notably the Priory), which 
are likely to form part of their wider setting or influence the 
extent to which those historic assets are appreciated, and should 
ensure that these views are not unduly diminished as a result of 
development.  

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 
To support the resilience of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area to the 
potential effects of climate change, 
including flooding and coastal 
erosion 

Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design 
prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and 
context, which includes matters relating to dealing with surface 
water run-off and improving building resilience through design.  
Policies 2, 3 and 4 are unlikely to have any material impact on 
flood risk / coastal erosion (although Policy 4 does score 
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Objective Assessment basis  

positively on this point under the biodiversity, flora and fauna 
theme).  The retention of historic buildings is unlikely to 
maximise opportunities for water recycling and on this basis 
Policy 3 has been negatively scored.   

To reduce the contribution to 
climate change made by activities 
within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design 
prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and 
context, which includes matters relating to the selection of 
materials that are inherently sustainable and reducing the need 
for energy by designing for solar gain, maximise natural daylight 
penetration, use high standards of insulation and on-site energy 
production.  Policies 2 and 4 are unlikely to have any material 
impact on energy consumption and renewable energy 
generation.  The retention of historic buildings should reduce 
energy consumption (given the embodied energy) but is unlikely 
to support the transition to net zero emission sources and on this 
basis Policy 3 has been scored as neutral overall.   

To promote sustainable transport 
use and reduce the need to travel 

Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design 
prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and 
context, which includes matters relating to the connectivity and 
attractiveness of pedestrian and cycle routes and the need to 
incorporate secure cycle parking, and the provision of live work 
units.  Policies 2 - 4 are unlikely to have any material impact on 
promoting sustainable transport use and reduce the need to 
travel.   

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
To ensure development  is aligned 
with the needs of all residents, 
improving accessibility, anticipating 
future needs and specialist 
requirements and supporting 
cohesive and inclusive communities 

Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design 
prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and 
context, which includes consideration of the provision of live 
work units, and providing a mix of accommodation sizes within 
larger developments.  The policy also specifies incorporating 
trees and boundary landscaping within the layout to enhance the 
street scene that will contribute to the improvement / extension 
of the green infrastructure network.  Policies 2 and 3 are unlikely 
to have any material impact on meeting local needs for housing 
and achieving more inclusive communities.  Policy 4 could limit 
the potential for development on sites that fall within the view 
corridors, and therefore the overall level of development 
achieved.  This is not considered likely to be a significant impact 
as the areas to which this would apply are limited, but the policy 
has been scored negatively on this basis. 

GREEN AND OPEN SPACES POLICIES:  

4.12 Policies 5 - 7 deal with the issues relating to tƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ green spaces and waterfronts, in particularly 
the protection of important green spaces, opportunities to strengthen and expand wildlife corridors 
through the town, and the approach to safeguarding the integrity of the protected habitats sites (taking 
ƻƴ ōƻŀǊŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴΩǎ Iŀōƛǘŀǘǎ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪύ.   
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Figure 9. Policies 5 ς 7 assessment scores 

Environmental  
assessment objective 
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5. Locally Important Green Spaces V VV V U V - 

6. Opportunities for Wildlife VV - - - - - 

7. Protected Habitats Sites (NB policy now deleted) VV - - - V - 

4.13 The following table sets out the basis for the above summarised scores.   

Figure 10. Policies 5 - 7 assessment basis 

Objective Assessment basis  

BIODIVERSITY. FLORA AND FAUNA 
To protect the integrity of the 
network of designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Policy 5 supports enhancing the beneficial use of the network of 
green spaces, on the basis that their biodiversity value would be 
retained or enhanced.  Policy 6 highlights local opportunities for 
biodiversity and consideration of resilience to climate change in 
the choice of species, as well as seeking 2-for-1 replacement 
planting in circumstances with the removal of mature native 
trees is justified to create a better design.  Policy 7 specifically 
deals with the strategies to be followed to ensure development 
does not lead to an adverse effect on integrity, either alone or in-
combination with other plans or projects, on any European site, 
which includes the River Avon water quality, and this has been 
informed by the HRA of the draft Plan. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
To conserve and enhance the 
significance of the historic 
environment 

Policy 5 includes several green spaces that if historic interest or 
form the setting of heritage assets (including non-designated 
assets such as Tuckton Well, and the WW2 remains at Steamer 
point), and gives these spaces a high level of protection.  Policies 
6 and 7 are unlikely to have any material impact on cultural 
heritage matters. 

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 
To support the resilience of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area to the 
potential effects of climate change, 
including flooding and coastal 
erosion 

Policy 5 supports enhancing the beneficial use of the network of 
green spaces, including through the incorporation of natural 
sustainable drainage systems.  Policies 6 and 7 are unlikely to 
have any material impact on climate change resilience as covered 
in this heading (although Policy 6 does score positively on this 
point under the biodiversity, flora and fauna theme). 

To reduce the contribution to 
climate change made by activities 
within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

Policy 5 is likely to prevent the use of the designated green 
spaces for wind or solar renewable energy generation due to the 
landscape impact, although this is limited in extent given the 
built-up nature of the area (for wind generation) and would not 
prevent the incorporation solar panels on existing buildings 
within these spaces.  Policies 6 and 7 are unlikely to have any 
material impact in relation to this objective. 

To promote sustainable transport 
use and reduce the need to travel 

The safeguarding of locally important green spaces under Policy 5 
will help to ensure that recreational spaces are within easy 
walking distance of the community, and should therefore lessen 
reliance on less sustainable modes of transport.  The mitigation 
strategies under Policy 7 should similarly support the provision of 
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Objective Assessment basis  

enhanced recreational spaces in closer proximity in order to 
divert pressure on the Dorset Heathlands and New Forest 
Habitats sites.  Policy 7 is unlikely to have any material impact in 
relation to this objective. 

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
To ensure development  is aligned 
with the needs of all residents, 
improving accessibility, anticipating 
future needs and specialist 
requirements and supporting 
cohesive and inclusive communities 

Policy 5 would prevent or reduce the potential for housing 
development on sites proposed for protection, but many of these 
sites are important for social cohesion and well-being through 
recreation, and the policy has therefore been scored as neutral 
overall on this basis.  Policies 6 and 7 are considered unlikely to 
have any material impact in relation to this objective, albeit that 
the failure to secure the necessary mitigation to prevent 
development from adverse effecting the integrity of a European 
site may prevent housing from coming forward. 

4.14 Following Regulation 14 the Neighbourhood Plan has been updated.  The main change of note with 
regard to this report is the deletion of Policy 7 on Protected Habitats Sites.  This follows BCP Council and 
Natural England advice that such a policy was unnecessary given the higher levels of protection afforded 
through legislation, national planning policies and the approach to mitigation adopted by the Council.   

GETTING ABOUT POLICIES:  

4.15 Policies 7 - 9 seek to improve the options for active travel and public transport in the area, whilst 
recognising that many residents and visitors to the area will continue to use the private motor car.  This 
includes design-related issues and consideration of parking requirements.   

Figure 11. Policies 7 - 9 assessment scores 

Environmental  
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7. Opportunities for Walking and Cycling - - - - VV - 

8. Design and Layout of Streets and Spaces - - V - VV - 

9. Managing Parking Requirements - - - - - - 

4.16 The following table sets out the basis for the above summarised scores.   

Figure 12. Policies 8 ς 10 assessment basis 

Objective Assessment basis  

BIODIVERSITY. FLORA AND FAUNA 
To protect the integrity of the 
network of designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Policies 7 - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relation 
to this objective. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
To conserve and enhance the 
significance of the historic 
environment 

Policies 7 - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relation 
to this objective.   

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 
To support the resilience of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area to the 

Policy 8 highlights the need for the choice of surface materials 
used should take into account the benefits of incorporating 
porous materials to assist in providing sustainable drainage 
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Objective Assessment basis  

potential effects of climate change, 
including flooding and coastal 
erosion 

solutions.  Policies 7 and 9 are unlikely to have any material 
impact in relation to this objective.   

To reduce the contribution to 
climate change made by activities 
within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

Policies 7 - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relation 
to this objective.   

To promote sustainable transport 
use and reduce the need to travel 

Policies 7 and 8 both seek to encourage walking and cycling, 
including the identification of specific measures that could be put 
into place that would be appropriate to the Neighbourhood Plan 
area.  Whilst policy 9 does seek to address the continuing use of 
the private car in terms of ownership and access to the beaches, 
this is not considered to undermine / discourage the use of 
sustainable modes of transport including walking, cycling and 
public transport and has been scored neutrally. 

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
To ensure development  is aligned 
with the needs of all residents, 
improving accessibility, anticipating 
future needs and specialist 
requirements and supporting 
cohesive and inclusive communities 

Policies 7 - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relation 
to this objective, although Policies 7 and 8 could potentially 
improve the accessibility of key local facilities through enhanced 
the walking and cycling networks.  

TOWN CENTRE, SHOPS AND SERVICES:  

4.17 Policies 10 and 11 refresh and update previous Town Centre strategies, and consider the need for 
town centre parking going forward.   

Figure 13. Policies 10 and 11 assessment scores 

Environmental  
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10. The Town Centre Strategy - V V - V V 

11. Town Centre Car Park Capacity - U - - U VV 

4.18 The following table sets out the basis for the above summarised scores.   

Figure 14. Policies 10 and 11 assessment basis 

Objective Assessment basis  

BIODIVERSITY. FLORA AND FAUNA 
To protect the integrity of the 
network of designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Policies 10 and 11 are unlikely to have any material impact in 
relation to this objective. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
To conserve and enhance the 
significance of the historic 
environment 

Policy 10 makes explicit reference to the need to preserve or 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
interest, ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ 
heritage where possible, as part of the overall strategy.  The 
reduction of traffic volumes in the High Street, and removal of 
clutter, are also likely to have a positive impact on the setting of 
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heritage assets.  The retention of car parks that fall within the 
setting of heritage assets (as a result of Policy 11) may reduce the 
ability for their settings to be improved, although the policy does 
support the loss of parking spaces where this would help deliver 
a notable improvement to the public realm and delivery of the 
town centre strategy, provided it can be shown that the loss of 
the parking spaces would not have a significant impact on the 
parking needs of the area.  On this basis any adverse impact is 
not considered likely to be significant. 

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 
To support the resilience of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area to the 
potential effects of climate change, 
including flooding and coastal 
erosion 

Policy 10 makes explicit reference to the need to retain an 
appropriate buffer to allow access to the waterfronts in order to 
manage flood defences and protect biodiversity, and address any 
flood risk issues in line with national planning policy and 
Christchurch Bay & Harbour FCERM Strategy.  Policy 11 is unlikely 
to have any material impact in relation to this objective, and 
should not prevent any improvements to ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƭƻƻŘ 
defences. 

To reduce the contribution to 
climate change made by activities 
within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

Policies 10 and 11 are unlikely to have any material impact in 
relation to this objective.  The retention of the town centre car 
parks would not prevent these from incorporating solar panels as 
roof coverings, or providing EV charging points.   

To promote sustainable transport 
use and reduce the need to travel 

Policy 10 seeks to improve the pedestrian environment, 
encourage cycle use through the provision of cycle parking , and 
signposting of the main arrival points (including public transport 
stops).  It also seeks to retain a vibrant mix of uses within this 
core area.  Whilst Policy 11 supports continued use of the car, 
and as such the policy is scored negatively, it is unlikely to 
prevent the car parks from including EV charging points or 
additional cycle parking to reflect changing demand. 

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
To ensure development  is aligned 
with the needs of all residents, 
improving accessibility, anticipating 
future needs and specialist 
requirements and supporting 
cohesive and inclusive communities 

Policy 10 references the inclusion of residential accommodation 
as part of the town centre strategy, although is not specific in 
terms of the housing mix / tenures.  It does place significant 
emphasis on creating improved pedestrian routes including 
pleasant, green, traffic free walks.  The retention of parking 
provision within the town centre through Policy 11 will assist in 
ensuring access to key local facilities, and is considered important 
in maintaining the vitality and ongoing viability of the town 
centre in the short to medium term.   

PLACE-MAKING POLICIES:  

4.19 Policy 12 is a generic policy to address the local need for housing (relating to house types) and also 
seeks to encourage employment where this can be accommodated through the mixed use development 
of sites.  Policies 13 - 18 cover specific sites which have been identified as having potential for 
development, and set out the approach for development on each of these, taking into account their 
location and site-specific constraints and opportunities.   
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Figure 15. Policies 13 - 19 assessment scores 
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12. Meeting Local Housing and Employment Needs V - - - VV VV 

13. Land at Stour Road V - - - VV V 

14. Avon Trading Park frontage V VV - - VV V 

15. Numbers 43 to 47 Barrack Road V V - - VV V 

16. Former Civic Offices Site and adjoining car parks V V U - V V 

17. Queensmead, Fairmile Road V V - - V VV 

18. Christchurch Hospital V VV - - VV VV 

4.20 The following table sets out the basis for the above summarised scores.   

Figure 16. Policies 12 - 18 assessment basis 

Objective Assessment basis  

BIODIVERSITY. FLORA AND FAUNA 
To protect the integrity of the 
network of designated wildlife sites 
and enhance biodiversity 

Policy 12 highlights the need for housing sites to make provision 
for access to open space and green infrastructure either through 
on-site provision or contribution towards off-site provision.   
None of the proposed site allocations are within 400m of a 
protected heathland, or adjoin or contain a local water body.  
Nearly all of the sites (with the exception of 43 to 47 Barrack 
Road) contain or adjoin an existing or potential wildlife corridor 
as identified in Policy 6, and the opportunity to retain and 
strengthen these corridors is highlighted in the relevant policies.  
With regard to the Barrack Road site, the policy does seek to 
retain the most notable mature trees within the site and 
incorporate planting to extend the planned ecology corridor from 
the north-western corner of 47 Barrack Road to connect with the 
tree corridors bordering Barrack Road recreation ground.   

CULTURAL HERITAGE 
To conserve and enhance the 
significance of the historic 
environment 

Policy 12 is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to this 
objective.  Land at Stour Road is not close to or otherwise relate 
to any designated heritage assets.  Historic maps do not indicate 
that it may have any obvious archaeological interest, and as such 
Policy 13 has been scored neutrally.  The Avon Trading Park site 
includes a scheduled ancient monument relating to the former 
railway sidings and WWII tank traps.  There are no other 
designated heritage assets in reasonably close proximity.  The 
policy ensures that the scheduled monument is retained and 
protected, and that its heritage significance is highlighted, 
potentially through its incorporation into a public greenspace, 
suitably overlooked by the development.  This is considered to be 
a significant benefit given that the monument is not currently 
visible or under any active preservation.  Land at Barrack Road 
adjoining the Christchurch Central Conservation Area (which runs 
along Barrack Road).  The buildings within the site are not Listed 
or on the Local List.  From historic maps they appear to date back 
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to the late 19th century, but they have been altered over the 
course of time and there is no evidence to suggest that they are 
of sufficient historic or architectural interest to be considered a 
non-designated heritage asset.  There are no other heritage 
assets in close proximity or whose setting would extend to 
include this site.  Archaeological investigation undertaken to 
support the development of the Magistrates Court site52 refers to 
previous excavations in the area to the east of the site, indicating 
that significant post-medieval deposits, including walls and wall 
foundations, drainage features and surfaces are present in this 
area.  As such, further investigation would be appropriate in 
relation to this site, and this is highlighted in Policy 15.  The 
northern end of the Civic Offices site is within the Christchurch 
Central Conservation Area, and there are several Grade II Listed 
Buildings opposite.  Whilst development is not proposed in this 
area (and BCP Council have retained this part of the site as a 
public car park), these heritage assets are noted in the supporting 
text, together with potential views towards the Priory which is a 
significant historic landmark.  An archaeological assessment 
undertaken to inform the development of the adjoining 
Gasworks site considered the immediate area including the Civic 
Offices53 concluded that area formed part of the wider 
agricultural hinterland of the town until its development as a gas 
works in the mid to late 19th century, and that there was unlikely 
to be any significant archaeological remains requiring further 
investigation.  Maps show that the Civic Offices site remained 
undeveloped until it was built in the latter part of the c20.  On 
this basis there is no obvious evidence to suggest that further 
archaeological evaluation should be required.  The potential 
rebuilding of the Civic Centre offices provides an opportunity for 
a design that better complements the historic character of the 
wider area, and the policy, which recognises the historic 
constraints, is considered to score positively against this 
objective.  The Queensmead site does not contain any heritage 
assets, but lies opposite the Christchurch Hospital Conservation 
Area, which covers part of the larger Christchurch Hospital site.  
There is no Conservation Area Appraisal, but a report dating back 
to 2012 commissioned by the Local Planning Authority provides 
useful evidence from that time of the character and historic 
interest of the area54.  The historic maps show the remaining 
historic buildings relating to the former workhouse included 

 
52 Archaeological Evaluation by Bournemouth University, dated September 2018 (planning application 
8/18/3263/FUL) 
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=134201&planId=1268086
&imageId=9&isPlan=False&fileName=01210_Christchurch%20Police%20Station%2C%20Bargates%2C%20Christchur
ch%20WSI%20Finalv2.pdf  
53 Archaeological Evaluation by Ecus Ltd, dated July 2023 (planning application 8/23/0657/FUL) 
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planId=1335356
&imageId=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf  
54 Provided as part of the consideration of planning application 8/12/0416 
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planId=1142092
&imageId=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf  

https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=134201&planId=1268086&imageId=9&isPlan=False&fileName=01210_Christchurch%20Police%20Station%2C%20Bargates%2C%20Christchurch%20WSI%20Finalv2.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=134201&planId=1268086&imageId=9&isPlan=False&fileName=01210_Christchurch%20Police%20Station%2C%20Bargates%2C%20Christchurch%20WSI%20Finalv2.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=134201&planId=1268086&imageId=9&isPlan=False&fileName=01210_Christchurch%20Police%20Station%2C%20Bargates%2C%20Christchurch%20WSI%20Finalv2.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planId=1335356&imageId=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planId=1335356&imageId=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planId=1142092&imageId=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planId=1142092&imageId=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf
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within the CAA being on the parcel of land further south, with the 
area within the CAA opposite Queensmead including the now 
demolished male infirmary complex dating back to 1913, with the 
area to the fore remaining undeveloped.  The report notes that 
the mature trees and open space being an important element in 
the character and appearance of this part of the conservation 
area, and of some historic interest given their association with Mr 
Morgan who was the master of the former workhouse that 
previously occupied the site.  The Dorset HERS record55 notes 
that the buildings were in use as part of Christchurch Hospital at 
the time of a RCHME survey in 1992, but had been demolished by 
2005.  Queensmead itself appears to have been part of an earlier 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ΨŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ƘƻƳŜǎΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 1890s. 
ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ƭŀǘŜǊ h{ ƳŀǇǎ ŀǎ Ψ.ƻǳǊƴŜƳƻǳǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜǎΩΣ 
but the building on the Queenmead site from that time has been 
replaced by the existing care home, and all of the other buildings 
also seemingly replaced by modern housing56.  The history of 
these sites is noted in the relevant policies and supporting text, 
to ensure that the development respects and, where appropriate, 
leads to a better understanding of their history.  The Historic 
Towns Survey also suggests that there is considerable 
archaeological potential in the wider area, and this is noted and 
highlighted in the Policies. 

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS 
To support the resilience of the 
Neighbourhood Plan area to the 
potential effects of climate change, 
including flooding and coastal 
erosion 

Policy 12 is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to this 
objective.  The only site allocation within an area at risk of 
flooding is the former Civic Offices site (Policy 16).  It has not 
been possible at this stage to demonstrate that the sequential 
test has been met, and as such the need to comply with this test 
(and the exceptions test) is made explicit in the policy.  On this 
basis the policy has been scored negatively, but subject to 
passing both tests the impact is not considered likely to be 
significant.  The Christchurch Hospital site (policy 18) is in excess 
of 1ha in size ς and therefore depending on the application area 
may require a site-specific flood risk assessment, and this is 
noted in the supporting text.   

To reduce the contribution to 
climate change made by activities 
within the Neighbourhood Plan area 

Policy 12 is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to this 
objective.  None of the site allocations specifically require the 
incorporation of renewable energy generation, but this will be 
considered through the approach to design in line with Policy 1, 
Local Plan policies ME3 and ME4, national planning policy and 
requirements set in building regulations. 

To promote sustainable transport 
use and reduce the need to travel 

Policy 12 highlights the need for affordable housing to be 
designed to include sufficient space / flexibility to support 
working from home, and encourages a mix of housing and 
employment on sites that are of sufficient size and viability.   
Land at Stour Road (Policy 13) adjoins the railway station and is 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǿŀƭƪ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ōǳǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ, and the 
design guidance seeks to ensure a permeable, pedestrian / cycle 
friendly layout.  The Avon Trading Park frontage (Policy 14) is also 

 
55 https://heritage.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Monument/MDO47317  
56 https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=17.4&lat=50.74577&lon=-1.78907&layers=173&b=ESRIWorld&o=50  

https://heritage.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Monument/MDO47317
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=17.4&lat=50.74577&lon=-1.78907&layers=173&b=ESRIWorld&o=50
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in close proximity to the railway station, and only just over 5 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΩ ǿŀƭƪ from a high frequency bus route.  The design 
guidance seeks to encourage a pedestrian / cycle link through the 
site which will improve permeability and reduce pedestrian / 
cycle times to reach the trading estate from the station.  Policy 16 
is also on a high frequency bus route and within the town centre 
area, and as such is likely to encourage the use of sustainable 
modes of transport including walking, cycling and public 
transport, including through making provision for footway 
widening along the frontage.  Policy 16, the former Civic Offices 
site, is similarly on a high frequency bus route and within the 
town centre area.  Its policy includes the requirement to retain 
and improve the public right of way from Bridge Street through 
the site to Rivers Meadow and Stanpit Marsh and ensure ease of 
access to the Leisure Centre entrance.  Whilst the policy also 
seeks to retain the existing level of public car parking provision 
(and therefore has been scored less favourably), this is justified 
on the basis of maintaining the vitality and ongoing viability of 
the town centre in the short to medium term.  Queensmead and 
Christchurch Hospital sites both lie on a regular bus route 
(although not high frequency).  Policy 18 encourages pedestrian 
connectivity through the Christchurch Hospital site linking 
Fairmile to Tasmin Road, which should reduce walking times to 
the high frequency bus route along Barrack Road and encourage 
active travel patterns.   

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH 
To ensure development  is aligned 
with the needs of all residents, 
improving accessibility, anticipating 
future needs and specialist 
requirements and supporting 
cohesive and inclusive communities 

Policy 12 highlights the need for family homes, affordable 
housing to meet local needs, and homes suited for an ageing 
population.  The policy would also encourage a mix of housing 
and employment on sites that are of sufficient size and viability, 
which would be applied to sites within the Somerford area.  All of 
the sites are expected to deliver 10 or more homes and therefore 
provide some affordable housing in line with the Local Plan 
policies.  Where appropriate to the nature of the site, key worker 
accommodation, and sites for family housing (such as town 
homes) are encouraged.  Policy 14 also includes the potential 
provision of an area of public greenspace. 

TECHNICAL OR OTHER DIFFICULTIES WITH THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

4.21 Evidence is constantly updated which can make elements of the assessment out of date (such as the 
appraisal of relevant policies and programmes), although this is unlikely to materially affect the 
objectives and scoring.  

4.22 Whilst it was not practical to carry out detailed technical assessments of all the site allocations (such 
as an ecological survey and transport assessment), the sites have been assessed by BCP Council as part of 
their Local Plan review, and this has informed the site allocations, supplemented by further information 
where available. 

4.23 National planning guidance on plan-making advises that this should be based on proportionate 
evidence.  Given the scale of development proposed and likely environmental impacts the above 
difficulties are not considered to be of significant concern. 






