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NONTECHNICAL SUMMARY

This nortechnical summaregxplainsthe scope and main findings of the Strategic Environmental
AssessmentSEADT the pre-submission draft of the Christchuréteighbourhood PlanThe assessment

has beerundertakento complywith the SEA Regulation#.considers the likely effects of the plan on

the environment, and its evaluation includes an assessment of reasonable alternatives. It also considers
appropriate mitigation and monitoring measurek.has beersubject to consultation with the

Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England, the publatterdnterested parties.

The scoping exercise, which considered evidence on the environmental characteristics of the
Neighbourhood Plan Area and the objectives of relevant plans and programmes, was undertaken in July
2025. This identified various objectives to be tested, togethidn assessment questions to guide that
process.

The environmental issues noted as particularly relevant to the area included:

O BIODIVERSITY, FLORA AND FAt/Aotential impacts on sites of national or international
significance for wildlife, directly or indirectly
O CULTURAL HERITAGE:potential impacts on nationally important designated heritage assets,

directly or indirectly

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACT®R$otential to affect water resources and quality through

increased consumption and wasteater discharges, and potential impact on / of climate change,

including flood risk and coastal erosion.

O POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAItfi¢lpotential to impact on housing availability, and access to
services and facilities

The views of the Environment Agency, Natural England and Historic England, as well as BCP Council, were
also sought (with a response received from BCP CotineiEnvironment Agen@nd Historic Englangd)
who broadly agreed with the identified issues

As a result of this work the following objectivaisd supplementary questiongere used to assess the
plan proposals and reasonable alternatives:

SEAObjective: to protect the integrity of the network of designated wildlife sites and enhance
biodiversity.

2 Aff GKS bSAIKoOo2dzNK22R tfly LRftAOASaX

O protect the integrity of the designated sites for biodiversity within and in proximity to the
neighbourhood area, taking into account their vulnerability to recreational pressures, predation,
arson and pollution from motor vehicles and wastater discharg?

O help ensure that the waterbodies relating to the Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and

Christchurch Harbour can achieve and maintain good ecological status?

increase the resilience of biodiversity in the area to the effects of climate change, including through

enhancements and extensions to ecological networks?

SEA Objective: toonserve and enhance the significance of the historic environment
2 Aff GKS bSAIKOo2dzNK22R tfly L}RfAOASaX

conserve and enhance buildings, structures, and areas of architectural or historic interest, both
designated and nowlesignated, and their settings?

support the undertaking of early archaeological investigations and, where appropriate, recommend
mitigation strategies?

support access to, interpretation and understanding of, the historic evolution and character of the
Neighbourhood Plan area?

O

(@}

SEA Objective: tsupport the resilience of the Neighbourhood Plan area to the potential effects of
climate change, including flooding and coastal erosion



ChristchurciNeighbourhoodPlan  SEAEnvironmentaReport

2 Aff GKS bSAIKoOo2dzNK22R tfly LRftAOASaX

avoid inappropriate development in areas at higher risk of flooding or coastal erosion, including

avoiding development close to the rivers / flood defences where a buffer is required to maintain

access, protect biodiversity and avoid impacts to flood degemfrastructure?

O ensure development within or close to flood risk areas (where the access/egress route may be
affected by flooding) can be safely evacuated before an extreme flood event?

O ensure water runoff and drainage is managed through sustainable systems?

O maximise water efficiency and opportunities for water recycling?

O

SEA Objective: toeduce the contribution to climate change made by activities in the area
2 Aff GKS bSAIKOoO2dzNK22R tfly L}fAOASaX

O reduce energy consumption from naenewable resources, and support the transition to net zero
emission sources?

SEA Objective: tpromote sustainable transport use and reduce the need to travel
2Aff GKS bSAIKO2dzNK22R tfly LI2fAOASAX

encourage the use of sustainable modes of transport including walking, cycling and public
transport?

support sustainable transport infrastructure enhancements, including enhanced pedestrian and
cyclist networks to improve local connectivity?

reduce the need to travel by ensuring an appropriate mix of uses to meetoddgty needs within
easy reach, and facilitate working from home and remote working?

O

(@]

SEA Objective: tensure development is aligned with the needs of all residents, improving
accessibility, anticipating future needs and specialist requirements and supporting cohesive and
inclusive communities

2Aff GKS bSAIKO2dzNK22R tfly Ll2fAOASAX

support the provision of a range of house types and sizes to meet the needs of the community,
including the needs of an ageing population and the delivery of affordable housing?

encourage and promote social cohesion and yelhg through green infrastructure

enhancements?

improve the availability and accessibility of key local facilities, including opportunities for education
and employment in the Somerford area?

o O

O

The next step was to undertake an assessment of the policies themselves, together with any reasonable
alternative options, against these environmental assessment objecti®esasideration was given to

whether and what reasonable alternatives there were. This focused primarily aitéhallocation

options given that their inclusion was tlkey reasorfor determiningthat an SEA was required. Having
considered whether there were any alternative sites, no obvious alternatives were identified, with sites

that had been identified through / t / 2dzy OAf Q&4 K2dzaAy3 fFyR | @I Afl oA
reasons.As such, the main alternative consider was the baseline / status quo in relation &bfemce

of the Neighbourhood Plan policies againstrent Local Plan and national planning policy coverage

The SEA was undertaken as an iterative process alongside the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan, and
thereforea number of initial findings were considered and influeshttee draft which hadeen subject
to this final assessment.

Thisassessment (summarised in the following table) shotted, overall, the Neighbourhood Plan will
respond positively to the environmental objectives identified through the SEA. This is particularly the
case in relation to biodiversity, cultural heritage, climatic factors relating to sustainable travel, and
meetinghousing needs.

Whilst the plan does not contain explicit provisionréaluce energy consumption from neenewable
resources, and support the transition to net zero emission sourttésis likely to be achieved through

2
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other mechanisms, including Policies ME3 and ME4 of the Local Plan, national planning policy and
Building Regulations.

There were also a mix of positive and negative impacts anticipated with regard tbjbetive relating
to climate change resilience aadsociated flooding and coastal erosionhis waslue to thefact that
historic buildings are unlikely tmaximise opportunities for water recyclirfgut this impact will be
limited in its extent given the relatively low number of buildings impagtedd the site allocation
relating to the Civic Offices site which lies within a flood risk area (but the policy makethelethis
cannot come forward without passing the sequential and exception &stgppropriate under national
planning policy) Overall theplan is considered to score positively against this objective.

The policy relating to theetention of car parking capacity within the town cenffeolicy 12kcored

poorly against two of the objectives, but was considered tanygortant in ensuring the ongoing

viability of the town centreand associatedccess to key local facilitiet does notprevent the loss of

car parks in the lorgy time when the modal shift has been achieved and demand for parking places is
reduced.

Environmental ) - N N

assessment objectiv| S g | 82 |8 e 2s

= T |Ex|Eg |E -

a2 2 158265 |C ST

Policies and reasonable alternatives 'ﬂ% % 8 ‘;“ CED ‘;“ S C;G }C_E ST
1. Principles for Good Design \% \ V V \ \%
2. Shopfront Design - \% - - - -
3. Locally Important Historic Buildings - VvV U - - -
4. Locally Important Views V \% - - - -
5. Locally Important Green Spaces \'% VV \ U V -
6. Opportunities for Wildlife VV - - - - -
7. Protected Habitats Sites VvV - - - V -
8. Opportunities for Walking and Cycling - - - - VV -
9. Design and Layout of Streets and Spaces - - V - VV -
10. Managing Parking Requirements - - - - - -
11. The Town Centre Strategy - \% V - \ \

12. Town Centre Car Park Capacity - U - - ) VvV

13. Meeting Local Housing and Employment Neeq¢ V - - - VvV VvV
14. Land at Stour Road V - - - VV V
15. Avon Trading Park frontage V VvV - - VvV \%
16. Numbers 43 to 47 Barrack Road V \% - - VV V
17. Former Civic Offices Site and adjoining car pa, V V U - \Y, Vv

18. Queensmead, Fairmile Road \ \ - - V VV

19. Christchurch Hospital \Y VvV - - VvV VvV

Commentsvereinvited on the presubmission draft of this environmental report as part of the
consultation on the presubmission Neighbourhood Plan.

No significantconcerns were raised with the content and conclusions of this repliré three main
statutory consulteeQesponses arsummarised as follows:

- Environment Agencyg response received, no specific comments on the SEA
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- Historic England note from the SEA Environmental Report that HE guidance is cited and a detailed
assessment of relevant heritage assets proposed, that the sites are essentially brownfield in nature,
and some have had prior consents granted or are agtualthe process of being developed. On this
basis the site allocations appear acceptablgiimciple and HE is happy to defer to the heritage team
at BCP Council in the confirmation of their suitability relative to the protection and enhancement of
relevant heritage assets.

- NaturalEnglandy 2 202SO0A2Yy (G2 GKS [/ 2dzyOAft Qa {9! NFBLIR NI

Following Regulation 14 the Neighbourhood Plan has been updated. The main changewitimot
regard to this reporivasthe deldion of Policy Tn Protected Habitats SitesThis follows BCPRoGncil
and Natural England &tte thatsuch a policy was unnecessary given the higher levels of protection
afforded through legislatiomational planning policieand the approach to mitigation adopted by the
Council. This does not have any sifoantimpact on thsreport® conclusions.

BCP is required to undertake annual monitoring of effects as identified through the Local Plan. No
significantnegativeeffects are considered likely in the implementation of this Neighbourhood Plan, that
would warrant more stringent monitoring over and above that already undertaken by BCP Council.
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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 The main purpose af Strategic Environmental Assessme3EAA &Y a2 LINBPBQBARS T2 NJ

protection of the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into
the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable

RS@OSt 2LIrSyié

1.2 The process derives from legislation from the European Directive 2001/42/EC on the Assessment of
GKS 9FFSOiGa 2F /SNIIAYy tflya YR tNRINIYYSa 2y
assimilated within UK legislation Environmental AssessmeriaosRAnd Programmes Regulations 2004.

1.3 The report was drafted by Jo Witherden BSc (Hons) DipTP DipUD MRTPI of Dorset Planning
Consultant Ltd, on behalf of Christchurch Town Council.

BACKGROUND

Screening

0 K

1.4 Government guidandeadvisesthatt LY a2YS f AYAUSR OANDdzraidl yoSasx
? 4

a
fA1Ste G2 KI@S aAA3AYAFAOLIYyG SYy@ANRBYYSydGalrt S¥
The following examples are given of where a strategic environmental assessment mayivede

a neighbourhood plan that allocates sites for development

in areas which contain sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the proposals in
the plan

where the neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental effects that have not
already been considered and dealt with through other routes.

OO

1.5 Aninitial assessmenwas undertaken in July 2025, to determine whether or notriegghbourhood

plan is likely to have significant environmental effecihe assessmefdundthat the special natural
characteristics of the area relate primarily to its proximity to internationally and nationally important
wildlife habitats, its many heritage assets, its potential for area of farmland to be amongst the best and
most versatile agricultal land, and the areas potentially impacted by flood risk and coastalaar.

Given that the Neighbourhood Plan proposes to allocate sites for developmentétuded that it was

not possible to rule out the potential for significant impacts to occur.

1.6 BCP Council and the three statutory consultdhe Environment Agency, Historic England and
Natural Englangwere consulted on the screening opiniby email on 28 July 202®BCP Coungiin their
email dated 29 July, indicated their agreement withs LJ2 $&BsSient bf the likely significance of
effectsand sreening conclusionsHistoric England also indicated their agreement in teeiail dated
20 Augustas did the Environment Agency in their email of 11 Septembier response was received
from Naural Englanddespite dollow-up email being sent on 11 September

Scoping

1.7 The scope and level of detail of the information that must be included in the repost also be
subject toconsultation with the statutory bodiesThis helps to ensure that the assessment focuses on
the environmental impacts which are likely to be significant. The guidance is clear that the assessment

GR28a y20 ySSR G2 08 R2yS Ay lye Y2NB RSGFATS 2NJ

appropriate for the content and level of detail in the neighbourhood @&t he scoping stage is
intended ta

1 As set out in Article 1 of the SEA Directive

2NPPG@Paragraph: 027 Reference ID:Q47- 20190722nttps://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategi@nvironmentat
assessmenand-sustainabilityappraisal

3 NPP@aragraph: 80 Reference ID11-030-2015020%ttps://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategienvironmentat
assessmenand-sustainabilityappraisal



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal
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(@]

set out the contextin particular the consideration of key environmental and sustainability
objectives of plans and strategies relevémthe area and issye

identify existingenvironmental issueand relatedbaselineinformationlikely to be affected by the
neighbourhood plapand from this

O determine theobjectivesthat should be considered as part of the assessment.

O

1.8 Thesamestatutory bodieswvere consulted on the scope and level of detail of the information to be
included within the reportas part of the screening consultatioResponses were received from BCP
Council, who were in agreement withe key issues identified and proposed assessment questions
Historic Englangvere also in broad agreement, bsitiggested reference to additional guidarared

checks thatll ofthe designated heritage assetgereincluded on the mapghe inclusion of non
designated heritage assets as part of the assesy, and the need to also considburied archaeology
The Environment Agency were similarly in broad agreement, but suggested referetheeSouth West
River Basin Management Plan anethted monitoring datavith respect to water quality and biodiversity
sections and highlighted the need for the SEA to consider:

- the need to address th&equential Test, along with ensuring any risk can be adequately managed
should thePlan propos growth in flood risk aregsand considehow development may be able to
contribute to the delivery of flood defences, and manage both any residual risk, and remain safe if
defences are not improved

- ensure that a suitable buffes maintained between any proposed developmant rivers / flood
defences. This should measwaEeast8 metres for any fluvial riversflood defences and 16 meis
to any tidally influenced rivers/coastal flood defences, in order to maintain access, protect
biodiversity and avoid impacts to flood defence infrastructure and ensure that any opportunities for
enhancing the river habitat is maximised

- the need toundertake appropriate consultation with emergency planners and the emergency
services to determine whether the proposalan be safely evacuatdikfore an extreme flooévent
in line with national policy and guidandacluding those where the development site may be at low
riskbut the access/egress route may be affected by floogling

- the fact thatwaterbodiesrelating to theLower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch
Harbour are currently failing to reach good ecological status/poteatial howpotential impacts of
the FanQ & LINBrLiese watetbodiesanbe included within the SEA appraisal

This advice has been taken forward as part of this report.
Testing of Options androduction of anEnvironmental Report

1.9 The next steps are the testing of any reasonable alternative options and the preparation of the
environmental report. The significance of environmental effects that are likely to arise from the pre
submission draft neighbourhood plan are evaluated agaibgctives based on the issues raised

through screening and scoping, and compared to the likely effects of any reasonable alternatives that
have been identified. Suggestions for mitigation and techniques for monitoring policies are also made.

1.10 The environmental report is then published for consultation alongside thespbenission draft
Neighbourhood Plan. Natural England, Historic England and the Environment Agency have to be
consulted

1.1 The table below identifies how the various parts of this environmental report address the
requirements of the Directive.

Figure 1. SEA Directive requirements

Directive Requirements Where covered
- Anon-technicalsummary Front
- Anoutline of the contents,main objectivesof the planandrelationshipwith Section3
other relevantplansand programmes
- Theenvironmentalcharacteristicof the area(particularlythose areasthat could Section2

6
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be significantlyaffectedby the plan)

- Existingenvironmentalproblemsandhow thesearelikelyto changeovertime if Section2
the planwasnot implemented
- Relevantestablishecenvironmentalprotection objectivesandhow thesehave Section2
beentakeninto account
- Adescriptionof how the assessmentvasundertakenincludinganydifficulties Sectior4
(suchastechnicaldeficienciesor lackof know-how)
- Anoutline of the reasondor selectingthe alternativesevaluated Sectior4
- Thelikelysignificanteffectsof the planon the environment(including Sectiond and5
secondarycumulative permanentand temporaryeffects)
- Themeasuresnvisagedo prevent/ reduce/ offsetanysignificantadverse Section4
environmentaleffectsof the planor programme
- Adescriptionof monitoringmeasures Sectionb

THENEIGHBOURHOOD PLAREA

1.11 TheChristchurciNeighbourhood Plaareawas designated bBCRCouncilon 10 De@mber 2@0. It
follows the parish boundas asshown inMap 1.

Map 1. the Neighbourhood Plan area

|

My Data : Crown copyright and database right 2020,© Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100063267) 2020
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2 ENVIRONMEMNALISSUESPOLICY CONTEXT AND BASELINE DA

2.1 The related policy context and baseline data is explored and presented in relation to the main
environmental themes associated with the SEA process, grouped as follows:

Biodiversity, geology, flora and fauna

Landscape

Cultural heritage

Soil, water, air, material assets and climatic factors
Population and human health

o000 0O

2.2 In appraising the need for and scope of a SEA, the environmental problems relevant to the plan
area, together with the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: the effects on
areas or landscapes which have a recognised nationhigber levels of protection; special natural
characteristics or cultural heritage; and exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, and
intensive landuse all need to be taken into account.

2.3 The main findings on each theme are then summarised, in order to identify those issues that are
likely to be the most relevant for further consideration.

BIODIVERSITY, GEOLOGY, FLORA AND FAUNA

2.4 The undeveloped areas of the parish are home to a number of nationally or internationally
designated wildlife areas, including:

O Christchurch Harbour in the soutlthe confluence of the rivers Stour and Avon (and including
Hengistbury Head), with many different habitats including saltmarsh, wet meadows, heaths, sand
dunes, woodland and scrub, of particular importance for wild birds

The cliffs under Steamer Point in the east (and including the cliffs heading east towards Highcliffe)
which are of considerable geological interest but also important for its coastal plants and
invertebrates such as rare beetles.

Purewell Meadows a series of unimproved wet meadows, with a diversity of flowering plants.
Town Commontothenorthk y SEGSYyaA @S (NI OG 2F t26tFyR KSIH
and home to a range of protected species including insects, reptiles and wild birds, as well as
having interesting geology.

Parts of the Avon Vallaywhich is considered to be the best example of a chalk river valley in
Britain, containing a variety of habitats that support a range of protected species including insects,
wild birds, and a small population of otters.

O

OO

O

POLICY CONTEXT
National plans and programmes

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environ2048

Environmental Improvement Pla2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan)

Environment Agt2021

Levelling Up and Regeneration ACURA), 2023

National Planning Policy Framew{NPPF), 2024

Natural Environment and Rural Communities, 206

L fdzSIINAYG F2NI KFEfGAYI YR NBEOSNEAYI 0A2RADSNBA
Action Plan for 203025

UK Biodiversity Framewqrk024

o JeoyoJeo oo Ne:

Local plans and programmes

O 2050 Urban Forestry Strateg?024
O Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Pai€dre Strategy2014 and saved policies from the
Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/contents
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://uk.chm-cbd.net/sites/gb/files/2025-04/31.03.2025_UK_National_Biodiversity_Strategy_and_Action_Plan.pdf
https://data.jncc.gov.uk/data/19a729f6-440e-4ac6-8894-cc72e84cc3bb/uk-biodiversity-framework.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/about-the-council/strategies-plans-and-policies/urban-forest-strategy
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
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Dorset Heathlands Interim Air Quality Strategy 2@225 2020

Dorset Heathlands Planning Framework 2@225 SPP2021

Dorset Local Nature Partnershiplature Value Repcd HAaHH OAYy Of dzZRAYy 3 52NBSI
Green Infrastructure Strateqgy 202931, 2022

New Forest Strategic Access Management and Monitoring Stra260@3

South West River Basin District River Basin ManagementZ022and relatedSouth West TraC
monitoringdata

O Stour Valley Park Strateg022

Context Overview: key findings

25 ¢KS Y2ald NBOSyld ylraAz2ylf &GNl GS3IASa Ay NBtLFGAZ2Y
legally binding target to halt the decline in species abundance by 2030, and its ambition to increase
abundance by at least 10% to exceed 2022 levels by 28d@yre or create 140,000 hectares of wildlife

rich habitats outside protected sites by 2028 (compared to 2022 levels); and Increase tree canopy and
woodland cover by 0.26% by 31 January 2028. There is a general duty to conserve and enhance
biodiversity,including through biodiversity reports and local nature recovery strategies. Local Nature
Recovery Strategies (LNRSs) are intended to better target and support the coordination of measures to
restore nature across the whole of England, by both settingrities for nature recovery in each local

area and playing a major role in identifying and mapping the best locations to create, enhance and

restore nature.

OO0OO0OO0OO0O

2.6 There is a requirement on planning policies and decisions to protect and enhance sites of value for
biodiversity. Plans should also identify, map, and safeguard components of wider ecological networks,
promote positive action for priority habitats and speg, and pursue opportunities to secure biodiversity
net gains, and overall to secure measurable net gains for biodiversity.

2.7 Plans and policies should recognize the importance of using a strategic approach to maintaining and
enhancing networks of habitats and green infrastructure at the wider catchment or landscape scale, and
establishing coherent ecological networks that arermeesilient to current and future pressures.

2.8 Policy ME1: Safeguarding Biodiversity and Geodiversity is the main planning policy within the Core
Strategy, and aims to protect, maintain and enhance the condition of all types of nature conservation
sites, habitats and species within their ecologicawaks. Policy ME2 seeks to protect the Dorset
Heathlands and advises that any residential development between 400m and 5km of the Dorset
Heathlands will provide mitigation with reference to a range of measures including those set out in the
Dorset Heathlads Planning Framework Supplementary Planning Document.

2.9 There are adopted strategies in place to protect the network of internationally important Dorset
heathlands, both from the impacts of new residential development (including tourism development) and
to address the adverse effect of airborne nitrogen. Hogrdiese were expected to be refreshed

through new policies set out in the BCP Council and Dorset Council Local Plans, which have been
delayed.

2.10 There is a new strategy aimed at mitigating the impacts on the internationally important New Forest
habitats from increased recreation (associated with new housing growth), but this has not yet been
adopted by BCP Council.

2.11 There is currently no adopted strategy in relation to the effects on the River Avon from additional
phosphates, but a position statement produced by the Council in April“2a24ses that for new

residential development proposals that evidence of mitigation to demonstrate phosphorous neutrality

will be required.The9 y @A NB Y Y S yRiver Ba3is MaBayan@nt Plansludes theprotection of

the water environmengs once of its objectives, notingglmany husinesses rely on secure supplies of

clean water as well as its importantfos A f Rf A ¥S | y R LIS 2 L) Bacthawatér 8ddifas K | y R

4 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/plannirgand-building-control/Phosphatesupdate-RiverAvon. pdf

9



https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/Air-Quality-mitigation-FINAL-1.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/D1-Dorset-Heathlands-2020-2025-SPD-Adopted.pdf
https://dorsetlnp.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/DLNP-NVR-2022.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/GI-Strategy-Summary-Doc-v8-final-30.6.22-compressed.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/New-Forest-SAMM-190923.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/south-west-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
https://preview-stourvalley24-bournemouth.cloud.contensis.com/asset-library/Stour-Valley-Park-Strategy-October-2022.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/Phosphates-update-River-Avon.pdf
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been given darget status and a date when it was, or is expected to be, mderms of a number of
related factors.

2.12 The Urban Forestry Strategy highlights its intent to influence the BCP Local Plan to ensure all new
developments retain trees onsite or include appropriate mitigation (ideally onsite), and all new major
developments either provide a 10% increase in thataxg onsite canopy cover, or a minimum 10%
canopy cover of the site area (excluding priority habitats), whichever is greater.

2.13 The Green Infrastructure Strategy includes a goal to support nature recovery and biodiversity, by
creating space for nature through targeted habitat restoration, creation and expansion to strengthen
ecological connectivity and improve species recovergndéburages (amongst other things) the use of
green roofs/walls, rethinking the primary purpose of some parks and green spaces to become more
multi-functional green infrastructure assets, and embedding green infrastructure into new housing and
regenerationareas.

2.14 The Stour Valley Park project aims to create a connected linear park along 25km of the lower River
Stour from Kingston Lacy to Hengistbury Head, expected to be delivered over a 10 year period. It
envisages developing a landscagmale management plan thaduld provide a major ecological corridor.

21552 NBESG [ bt Qa @GAaA2y asSSia (2 SyadaNB GKFd 52NESH
up, giving them greater resilience in the face of future change and challenges.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION
Internationally important wildlife sites

2.16 The parish includes parts of the following internationally important wildlife sites (which are also
nationally important Sites of Special Scientific Interest):

Avon Valley Ramsar site,

Avon Valley Special Protection Area,

Dorset Heathlands Ramsar site,

Dorset Heathlands Special Protection Area
Dorset Heaths Special Area of Conservation,
River Avon Special Area of Conservation

Solent and Dorset Coast Special Protection Area

OO0 O0O00O00O

2.17 There are further internationally important wildlife sites in the wider area, as indicated on Map 3,
including the New Forest SAC, SPA and Ramsar site.

2.18 The Avon Valley SPand Ramsdrsites overlap, and comprise an area of wetland containing a wide

range of habitats, including fen, mire, lowland wet grassland, and small areas of woodland. This wetland

supports a diverse range of flora and fauna including several nationally rare spmcist notably
S6A01Qa agly I yR DLEkbRedind).t ThedRiver ivon Shie Sldselyl-fallowy they”

river down to Christchurch Harbour, and is primarily an inland water body (including standing and

running water), and is a large, lowland river system that includes sections running through chalk and

clay, supporting a diverse rga of aquatic species.

2.19 Elements of the related Avon Valley (Bickton to Christchurch) SSSI within the northern part of the
parish have been assessed as being in unfavourable declining condition due to poor land management at
that time (2006 / 2008) Other areas have also been assessed as being in an unfavourable condition, but
recovering. The main pressures relate to inappropriate land management, although aspects such as
utilities / telecom infrastructure and aquaculture activities are also noteith water company

5 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5741820348727296

8 https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/926

7 https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0013016

8 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1006622&SiteName=
Avon%20Valley%20(Bickton%20t0%20Christchurch)&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
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https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1006622&SiteName=Avon%20Valley%20(Bickton%20to%20Christchurch)&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
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discharges causing water pollution and agricultural sources of water pollution noted in relation to the
River Avon SSSI sysfenThe final element of the River Avon within the parish is recorded as in
unfavourable condition (2021), linked to nutrient eutrophication and river channel modification.

Map 2. Internationally important wildlife sites
Internationally important wildlife sites Christchurch PARISH
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2.20 BCP Council produced a short position statement in April 2024 regarding phosphorous within the
River Avon catchment aréa This included technical information relating to the lower River Avon SSSI
Unit which showed it to be failing its Condition Assessment on the grounds of phosphate loads and the
concentration for reactive phosphorus along the river exceeding the maximumn favourable

condition.

2.21 The Dorset Heaths SA(CDorset Heathlands SE®And Ramsar Sitéinclude the area around St

/I FOKSNAYSQa 1 Aff Ay GKS y2NIK 2F G4KS LI NA&aKI o dzi
dry heaths and wet lowland heathland and mires, as well as other habitats such as woodland, grassland,
pools, saltmar€k I YR NBSRag!l YL® ¢tKS 52NERSU KSFiKa I NB RS
FYR FTAySald NBYFAYAY3I INBLa 2F t2¢ftlyR KSIFOKfI YR
species, including the Nightjar, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler.

9 https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S2000183&SiteName=
River%20Avoné&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=

10 hitps://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planningnd-building-control/planningpolicy/currentlocakplans/localplanfor-
the-christchurcharea

U https://sac.jncc.gov.uk/site/UK0019857

12 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5808199001178112

B https://rsis.ramsar.org/ris/964
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Map 3. Sites of Special Scientific Interest by condition
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2.22 Much of the area related to the Town Common SSSI within the parish have been assessed as being
in unfavourable condition, with the strip of land alongside DadmLane being in declift Most of

these were last assessed in 20012, the main issue being inappropriate scrub control and extent of
mature pine. Many of the assessments note positive measures being undertaken at that time, and note
that the SSSI remains in favourable citiod for the Nightjar, Woodlark and Dartford Warbler. Some

parts were noted as being adversely effected by recreational disturbance and urban effects such as arson
and nutrient enrichment.

2.23 The Dorset Heathlands Planning FrameWwo&E LJ | Aya GKI G GKS 52NBRSG | S|
significant pressure from an increasing number of people living nearby. As population grows, urbanising
impacts from human pressures and damage caused by domestic pets have the potential to cause
ongoingadvBl B S SF¥FFSOiGa 2y GKS LINPGSOGSR KFIoAdGlrda FyR a
2.24 The Solent and Dorset Coast $Ré\a European Marine Site which extends along 88km of coastline
between Dorset and West Sussex. It is particularly noted for its breeding colonies of the Sandwich,
Common and Little terns. The site includes the drowned estuary of the rivers Stour améid/the

peninsula of Hengistbury Head, which form the Christchurch Harbour SSSI. The description of the SSSI
notes the varied habitats (saltmarsh, wet meadows, drier grassland, heath, sand dune, woodland and
AONHz20 0 YR GKIFG (KS2AAOQISE aAEi GNB aiN®Bs & @ BYIKa Kl NE
but have not been successful due to a combination of factors including predators, disturbance and tides.

14 hitps://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteFeatureCondition.aspx?SiteCode=S1002693&SiteName=
Town%20Common%20SSSI
15 hitps://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planningnd-building-control/D1-DorsetHeathlands2020-2025

SPDAdopted. pdf
16 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5294923917033472
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The condition of Christchurch Harbour SSSI (as assessed it 200®)ates the area within the parish as
being in favourable condition, although water company discharges causing water pollution and
development were noted as potential pressures. However it is possible that, as with the River Avon,
significant effectsnay arise due to the increase in wastewater from new housing and any other
development providing overnight accommodation which would discharge into the harbour.

2.25In addition, the New Forest SAC, SPA and Ramsar site, is located approximately 5km northeast of
the parish (although small elements lie slightly closer). The New Forest is classified as an SPA for its
breeding and overwintering bird species including Brertford Warbler, Hen Harrier, Hobby, Honey
Buzzard, Nightjar, Woodlark and Wood Warbler. The area has a uniqgue mosaic of habitats including
heathland, grassland, woodland, wetland, bog and open water, as well as being home to rare species
such as the StpBeetle, Southern Damselfly and Great Crested Newt. The New Forest Partnersfiip Plan
notes that only 53% of SSSis were in favourable condition, there has been a sharp decline in ground
nesting birds, in some cases more than 50%, and a 33% decline in breeding waders. Research into
recreational use of the New Foré$suggests that the zone of influence (from which recreational
pressures may arise) extends some 13.8km beyond the park boundary, which would include the entirety
of the Christchurch Neighbourhood Plan area. The New Forest Strategic Access Management and
Monitoring Strategs® sets out and costs a package of mitigation measures to address these impacts.

Other nationally important wildlife sites

2.26 Purewell Meadows SSSk a relatively small site (12.6ha) situated seatst of the Stony Lane

junction with the Christchurch bypass. It comprises a series of unimproved wet meadows, and including
area of wet acidic grassland over peat and more neutral damp grasslandatiyigiesignated in 1985. It

is recorded as being in unfavourable but recovering condition (2010), but no particular pressures on the
site have been identified. At that time, a Higher Level Stewardship grant had been awarded to provide
more appropriate maagement of the site.

Sites of national geological conservation importance

2.27 Highcliffe to Milford Cliffs S$&ihcludes a section of the cliff south of Steamer Point, although the
vast majority of the site lies outside the parish, further to the east. It is noted as a site of Geological
interest, providing access to the fossil rich Barton Beds and Headon Bbdsighl areas of open

vegetation are noted as providing habitat for a range of invertebrates strongly associated with soft cliffs,
as well as notable plants. The main pressures relate to coastal erosion and the associated risk
management measures. Whenetlarea at Friars Cliff was assessed in 2014 part of the SSS8las
considered to be in unfavourable condition as the majority of the frontage is obscured by vegetation
and/or scree build up, the sea wall had disconnected the beach from the cliffifdesupting natural

coastal processes and restricting erosion and allowing vegetation encroachment, and drainage pipes
were noted to be discharging along the cliff tapd this isaccelerating slumping in places.

South West River Basin District

The Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch Harbour areratbred in terms of the
ecological statusThese waterbodies are currently failing to reach good ecological stagotential
(further detail is given in the later section soil, water, air, material assets and climatic facjpend it

17 hitps://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002678&SiteName=
Christchurch%20Harbour&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=

18 hitps://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/partnershiplan/partnershipplan-2021-2026/majorissues/

19 hittps://lwww.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/managirgcreation/managinerecreation/researcknto-
recreationaluse-of-the-new-forestsprotected-habitatsfootprint-ecology2020/

20 hitps://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/plannirgnd-building-control/New-ForestSAMM190923. pdf

21 hitps://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1004238&SiteName=
Purewell%20Meadows&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=

22 hitps://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1000971&SiteName=
HIGHCLIFFE%20TO%20MILFORD%20CLIFFS&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
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will therefore be important to ensure thatavelopments within or adjacent to these waterbodi@dsnot
cause further deterioration andf possiblejmprove the water quality and habitats.

THEME CONCLUSIONS

2.28 There is scope for development to have an adverse impact on sites of national or international
significance for wildlife, directly but also indiregths well as the ecological status of thegious

waterbodies in the areaFor example, through indirect impacts arising from recreational pressures and
pollution arising from the treatment and disposal of waste water. Whilst in a number of cases mitigation
measures are possible, further assessment is likely to be requisduch this is an issue that Wdibe
appropriate to consider through the SEA process. There are no significant risks relating to geology that
need to be considered further.

LANDSCAPE

2.29 Christchurch is characterised by a low lying relatively level landscape adjoining the coast and rivers
Avon and Stour, with the exception of St Catherines Hill, which rises to about 50m AOD at the northern

tip of the parish. Most of the parishisbuilp> ¢A G K GKS fFyR I NRdzyR GKS (6
LI &0dz2NBQ 06A0GK Ada YSFEFYRSNAYy3I NAGSNI OKIFyySta |yR
Catherines Hill more typical of a heath / forest mosaic landscape type (a mix of heath, forestuwnd s

popular for informal recreation activities and having important open vistas from key viewgdints)

2

POLICY CONTEXT
National plans and programmes

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environ26a8

Environmental Improvement Pla2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan)
Green Infrastructure Framewor023

National Planning Policy Framew{NPPF), 2024

o000

Local plans and programmes

O Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Pai€dre Strategy2014
O Christchurch Borough Council Character Assessri2608

Context Overview: key findings

2.30 National strategies aim to ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the landscapes and coastlines across

the country. Targets include:
O ¢KFi SOSNEB2YS aK2dzZ R fADS gAIGKAY mMp YAydziSaQ o1
O Making the England Coast Path fully walkable by the end of 2024.
O Conserving and enhancing the natural, geological and cultural diversity of our landscapes.

2.31 The Government aims to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of our landscapes by reviewing
National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBS), including assessing whether more may
be needed, as well as identifying opportunities for envirogiel f Sy Kl yOSYSy a4 Ay It ¢
National Character Areas and monitoring indicators on landscape character and quality.

2.32 The NPPF which gives great weight to conserving and enhancing protected landscapes (National
Parks, the Broads and National Landscapes), as well as landscape character and scenic beauty. The scale
and extent of development within designated areas showddiimited, while development within their

setting should be sensitively located and designed to avoid or minimise adverse impacts on the

designated areas.

2 for more information on landscape character referttiops://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/countrysideoast
parks/the-dorsetlandscape/landscapeharacterassessmenmap
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/GreenInfrastructure/Home.aspx
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https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
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2.33 At the local level, Policies HE2 and HE3 within the Core Strategy deal with the design of new
development and landscape quality, and require designs to be of high quality, reflecting and enhancing
areas of recognised local distinctiveness and seekinghare the landscape character of the area.

234/ KNR &0 OKdzZNOK . 2NRdzZaIK / 2dzy OAf Q& / KIF NI OGSNI ! 3aSas3
the former Borough. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the quality, diversity and sensitivity of the
SYGANRYYSy Gl t OKIF NI Ol SIiNG NG A iNGAIYa Qi KASR SR/AGFATFSANSSRY (10 8W / (iKKE
GKSaS O2yiNROdzGS (G2 GKS FNBFQa&a dzyAljdzS IyR RAaAGAYC
down guidance on how new development could be accommodated in a manner which would

successfully intgrate with its location.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION
National Landscapes

Map 4. Nationally important landscapes
Nationally important landscapes Christchurch PARISH
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2.35 There are no nationally important landscapes within the parish, the nearest (the New Forest
National Park) lying approximately 1.4km to the east.

National Character Areas

2.36 The western part of the plan area falls within the Dorset Heaths National Character Are&*(NCA)
and the eastern part within the New Forest NEA

237¢KS 52NBSG | SIFHGK&a b/! LINRPFAES y2G8a GKS a[ I NBS

as one of its landscape attributes, as well as the extensive tracts ofrenoral lowland heathland. In
relation to the conurbation it notes:

24 hitps://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6271645295575040?category=587130
25 hitps://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5545755456569344?category=587130
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O The now contiguous settlements of Poole, Bournemouth and Christchurch connect and partially
surround the harbours of Poole and Christchurch with extensive beach and promenade frontages
between backed in places by low cliffs.

O Early settlement pattern now overlain and obscured by 1@ihd 20thcentury development.

O Some'Beasidé€architecture.

THEME CONCLUSIONS

2.38 Development within the Neighbourhood Plan area is unlikely to adversely affect nationally
important landscapes due to the intervening distance. There is no evidence to suggest that the
landscapes within the plan area have been significantly degraded alidvibe adversely impacted by
development to require assessment as part of the SEA process.

CULTURAL HERITAGE

2.39 The built environment is noteworthy for its historic interest, with many Conservation Areas within
and adjoining the parish), Listed buildings and scheduled monuments as well as sites of archaeological
interest relating to past activities and events.

2.40 The area of Christchurch parish and the adjoining parish of Highcliffe and Walkford was examined as
part of the Dorset Historic Towns Project in 2011, and there is an extensive report availdibies

report does not highlight any particular issues (risks or threats) but does include extensive information
about the overall development of the town from its earliest beginnings to the present day, to provide a
better understanding of how the pastl influenced the modern townscape, identify what historical
features and structures survive, and what these continue to contribute to the present character of the
town.

POLICY CONTEXT
National plans and programmes

O Heritage Statement2017 and updatéleritage Statement: One Year (2018
O National Planning Policy FramewdNPPF), 2024
O Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas)1L880

Local plans and programmes

Burton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management ,F2807

Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Pai€dre Strategy2014 and saved policies from the
Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001

Christchurch Central Conservation Area Appraisal & ManagementZ®las

Mudeford Quay Conservation Area Appraisal & Management, RR08

Purewell Conservation Area Appraisal & Management,21@h0

Sopley Conservation Area Stateme?®19

Stanpit & Fishermans Bank Conservation Area Appraisal & Managemen2@0&n

Winkton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management P2807

o O

oOo0O00O00O00O

Context Overview: key findings

2.41 S66 (1) of the 199BlanningListed Buildings and Conservation Aréas)requires the Local
tfFyyAy3a ! dziK2NAGE 2NE Fta GKS OF&aS Ylre 06SzI GKS
desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic
AYyUiSNBaid ¢ KA OdetermitinglpanaidgPémiSiands Ay

2.42 The NPPF seeks to conserve and enhance heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their
significance, and ensure that planning policies and decisions are sympathetic to local character and

26 hitps://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planningnd-building-control/Urbandesigntrees-and
conservation/conservatiomreas
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a81e562ed915d74e3400a2c/Heritage_Statement_2017__final_-_web_version_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ff2d4ce8fa8f53b7f26d6b8/Heritage_Statement_2018_V2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/contents
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/stanpit-and-fishermans-bank-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/winkton-conservation-area-appraisal-and-management-plan-adopted-january-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/Urban-design-trees-and-conservation/conservation-areas
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Planning-and-building-control/Urban-design-trees-and-conservation/conservation-areas

ChristchurciNeighbourhoodPlan  SEAEnvironmentaReport

history without preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation of change. Understanding the
significance of the heritage assets is critical to the conservation and enhancement of the historic
environment. Historic England has produced guidance specifically to assist in understanding the
significance of such assets and encourages reference to these, which address Neighbourhood Plans;
Strategic Environmental Assessments; consideration of setting; andlsitations. These are listed
below:

Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic Environment (HE Advice Note 11), 2022

Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment (HE Advice Note 8), 2016

The Setting of Heritage Assets (HE Good Practice Advice Note 3), 2017

The Historic Environment and Site Allocations in Local Plans (HE Advice Note 3), 2015
243¢KS D2@SNYyYSyaQa | SNAGFAS {aGFdSYSyid assSia Gz
and integrated in placemaking and economic development across government.

oOOo0O00O

2.44 At the local level, the Policy HE1 deals with the Historic Environment. A number (but not all) of the
Conservation Areas also have Conservation Area Appraisals and Management Plans to help articulate
and ensure that their essential character is suitablytgcted and that future development is

appropriate.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION
Listed Buildings

2.45 A search of the National Heritage List for Englah@NHLE) identifies 174 buildings / structures

within the parish that are Listed, of which six are Grade | buildings (three historic bridges, the Priory, the
Castle and Constable's House) and nine are Grade II*. Of these, Christchurch Priory and Ralish Chu
currently registered on the Heritage at Risk Reg8enoting that the entire roof covering is likely to
require complete replacement, and that funding is being investigated to address the necessary repairs
and provide new and improved facilities. There is no published register for local heritage atidbk wh
would include Grade Il buildings.

Conservation Areas

2.46 There are 10 Conservation Areas within or adjoining the parish. The majority of these do have
Conservation Area Appraisals, but most have not been reviewed in recent years.

O Avon Buildingss designated 1991, no published appraisal

O Burton (adjoining, minor part within) = designated 1986, last appraised 2@0i#ton Conservation
Area Appraisal & Management Plan

O Christchurch Centrat designated 1969, last appraised 26@5hristchurch Central Conservation
Area Appraisal & Management Plan

O Christchurch Hospitat designated 1991, no published appraisal

O Mudeford Quay= designated 1981, boundary amended 2008, last appraised-2008eford
Quay Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan

O Purewell= designated 1991, boundary amended 1995, last appraised 201@:well Conservation
Area Appraisal & Management Plan

O Sopley New Forest (adjoining) = designated 1976, published statement dated-2049ey
Conservation Area Statement

O Stanpit and Fisherman's Barkkdesignated 1991, boundary revised 2008, last appraised 2008
Stanpit & Fishermans Bank Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan

O Wick Village(adjoining) = designated 1985, boundary amended 1991, no published appraisal

O Winkton (adjoining, minor part within) = designated 1989, boundary amended 2007, last appraised

2007- Winkton Conservation Area Appraisal & Management Plan

27 hitps://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdlist/
28 hitps://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritagat-risk/searchregister/listentry/13100
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https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-historic-environment-advice-note-11/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-assets/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-site-allocations-in-local-plans/
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/burton-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-feb-2007.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/christchurch-central-town-centre-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-sept-2005.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/mudeford-quay-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/purewell-conservation-area-management-plan-adopted-december-2010.pdf
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.newforest.gov.uk/media/514/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement/pdf/sopley-conservation-area-character-statement.pdf?m=1725027838900
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/stanpit-and-fishermans-bank-conservation-area-appraisal-management-plan-adopted-may-2008.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/planning-and-building-control/winkton-conservation-area-appraisal-and-management-plan-adopted-january-2007.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/heritage-at-risk/search-register/list-entry/13100

ChristchurciNeighbourhoodPlan  SEAEnvironmentaReport

2.47 In the absence of a recent assessment it is difficult to determine the extent to which these historic
areas are currently experiencing adverse impacts either from development, poor management or for any
other reasons.

Scheduled Monuments

2.48 A search of the National Heritage List for Engta(idHLE) identifies 17 scheduled monuments, the
YI22NRGe 2F 6KAOK INB O0FNNRga k w2YlLy OlFYLBA Ay |y
built-up area, including:

World War 1l pillbox and tank trajs the former railway yard

PreConguest monastery, early Christian cemetery, Augustinian priory and a motte and bailey
castlein the area around Christchurch Priory

O Site of Town Wallim and east of Druitt Gardens, off Sopers Lane

o O

2.49 None of the scheduled monuments is currently listed on the Heritage at Risk Register.

Map 5. Designated Heritage Assets
Designated Heritage Assets Christchurch pARlSH
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29 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdlist/
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https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1005579
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1018277
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1018277
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1002371
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Map 6 insetDesignated Heritage Assets
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Other designated heritage assets

2.50 There are no registered battlefields, registered parks and gardens or world heritage sites within or
within reasonable proximity to the parish. Millhams Mead is of note as a historic park / garden of local
interest, as identified by the Dorset Gardens St It is a partly walled garden to the rear of the Grade

Il Listed 4 5 Millhams Street, extending to Mill Stream then across a footbridge to an orchard and
kitchen garden with the Avon river meadows beyond.

THEME CONCLUSIONS

2.51 Whilst only the Christchurch Priory and Parish Church is identified as a heritage asset at risk, the
extent of heritage interest across the parish and potential impact of development on the setting of
heritage assets suggests that development within thégNleourhood Plan area could adversely affect
nationally important designated heritage assets. As such this is an issue that would be appropriate to
consider through the SEA process.

SOIL, WATER, AIR, MATERIAL ASSETS AND CLIMATIC FACTORS

POLICY CONTEXT
National plans and programmes

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environr2648
Climate Change Ac2008

Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener BrjtaibR1
Environment Act2021

o000

30 https://staticl.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcch/
1616063719866/CHRISTCHURGHpressed.pdf
31 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdist/list-entry/1110087 ?section=commentnd-photos
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/27/contents
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/610d63ffe90e0706d92fa282/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcc5/1616063719866/CHRISTCHURCH-compressed.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/60489b2ca81db97a50437439/t/60532ce785ad213cde32bcc5/1616063719866/CHRISTCHURCH-compressed.pdf
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1110087?section=comments-and-photos
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Environmental Improvement Pla2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan)
Flood and Water Management A&010

Food Strategy2025

National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strateqy for Er20d

National Model Design Cod2021

National Planning Policy Framew{NPPF), 2024

Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greer621

Plan For Chang@024

The Clean Air Strateg2019

The Third National Adaptation ProgramifidAP3), 2023

o000 O00O0OO00O0O

Local plans and programmes

BCP Council Air Quality Annual Status Rep26262024

BCP Council Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk AssestSubmission version), 2024

BCP Green Infrastructure Strategy 2@22031, 2022

Bournemouth Water Draft Water Resources Management, 1824

Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole Local Area Energy P0&25

Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Council Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructu202an
Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Mineral Sites PGik®

Bournemouth, Christchurch, Poole and Dorset Waste,2@h9

Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Strate?2@y14

Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan PaiCare Strategy2014 and saved policies from the
Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001

Christchurch Bay & Harbour FCERM Strat2024

Poole and Christchurch Bays Shoreline Management PGl

South West River Basin District River Basin ManagementZ022 and relate®outh West TraC
monitoring data

oo jeoyojeo ool Jeo el

OO0

Context Overview: key findings

2.52 The National Adaptation Programme sets the actions that the UK Government and others will take
to adapt to the impacts of climate change in the UK. NAP3 sets out the key adaptation actions for 2023
to 2028 and forms part of the-early cycle of requiremes laid down in the Climate Change Act 2008.

It recognises that local authorities are at the forefront of local action to protect communities and
businesses and need to adapt to minimise climate change risks in their areas, including through
developing dcal plans, strategies and supplementary planning guidance, as well as, overseeing
development and planning approvals in line with community priorities and sustainability considerations.

253hyS 2F (GKS D2@SNYyYSyiliQa YAaairzya Ay AGa wtftly 7

superpower, accelerating to net zero and delivering clean power by 2030 by building a diverse low
carbon energy system.

2.54 The 25year Environment Plan sets out a range of measures, with the aim of achieving clean air,
clean and plentiful water, and reduced risk from environmental hazards. This includes measures to
improve soil quality, use water more sustainably, reduceyiolh, maximise resource efficiency and
minimise environmental impacts. This is complemented by the Clean Air Strategy in terms of tackling
sources of air pollution, and related statutory targets under the Environment Act also concern reducing
water polluion from nutrients. The recently published Food Strategy highlights issues relating to
environmental sustainability of the agricultural sector, and implications of climate change, biodiversity
loss and environmental degradation to our food security. Glogernment is committed to

decarbonising transport to achieve net zero targets.

2.55 The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy for England recognises that we
cannot eliminate the risk of all flooding and coastal change, but seeks to ensure that investment and
planning decisions secure sustainable growth and envirortaiémprovements. It states that

G!' t2y3aARS Ft22R FyR O2Fadlt RSTSyOSasz ¢S ySSR
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1168372/environmental-improvement-plan-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/29/contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/a-uk-government-food-strategy-for-england/a-uk-government-food-strategy-for-england-considering-the-wider-uk-food-system#introduction
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-flood-and-coastal-erosion-risk-management-strategy-for-england--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-model-design-code
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033990/net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6751af4719e0c816d18d1df3/Plan_for_Change.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64ba74102059dc00125d27a7/The_Third_National_Adaptation_Programme.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/environment/pollution/air-quality/air-quality-reports-for-bournemouth-christchurch-and-poole
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/Planning-and-building-control/Local-plan-and-cil/TCC4d-BCP-Level-1-SFRA-Report-June-2024.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/leisure-culture-and-local-heritage/GI-Strategy-Summary-Doc-v8-final-30.6.22-compressed.pdf
https://www.bournemouthwater.co.uk/about-us/what-we-do/improving-your-service/water-resources-management-plan
https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s58768/Appendix%201%20for%20Local%20Area%20Energy%20Plan.pdf
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/About-the-council/Local-Cycling-and-Walking-Infrastructure-Plan.pdf
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/mineral-sites-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/2019-waste-plan
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/35024/283152/minerals-strategy-2014-chapters-1-8-compressed.pdf/9022e767-ff8a-d94b-14de-9c3a5279f961
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-policy/current-local-plans/local-plan-for-the-christchurch-area
https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s50825/Appendix%201%20-%20Strategy%20Appraisal%20Report%20StAR%20for%20BCP%20and%20NFDC%20approval.pdf
https://environment.data.gov.uk/shoreline-planning/shoreline-management-plan/SMP15
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/south-west-river-basin-district-river-basin-management-plan-updated-2022
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places. This includes avoiding inappropriate development in the floodplain and using nature based

solutions to slow the flow of or store flood waters. It involves better preparing and responding to flood

and coastal incidents through timely and effectieedcasting, warning and evacuation. Furthermore, it

needs to be about helping communities and local economies recover more quickly after a flood or

WodzA f RAYy3 o6F O] o0SGOSND a2 OGKFG LINPLISNIASE YR AyT
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entire UK transport system. It sets out its strategic priorities, which include:

(@}

Accelerating modal shift to public and active transppso that public transport and active travel

will be the natural first choice for our daily activities

Ensuring a cohesive, widely available, net zero public transport network designed for the
passenger by 2050 every place in the UK will have its own net zero transport network;

Phasing out all new nerero emission road vehicles by 20468nsuring that infrastructure is not a
barrier to this transition;

Harnessing opportunities from green innovation and technology to drive UK productivity growth
and create new jobs;

Ensuring the impact of aviation and shipping on the environment is significantly reduced, becoming
zero by 2040 / 2050 respectively.

o O O

O

2.57 The Net Zero Strategy refers to the National Model Design Code provides tools and guidance to help
ensure developments respond to the impacts of climate change, are energy efficient, and reduce carbon
emissions.

2.58 The NPPF seeks to protect high quality soil resources (in particular the best and most versatile
farmland), improve the water environment, mitigate air quality impacts and requires that plans should
take a proactive approach to adapting to climate chanlgleasures include making efficient use of land,
using brownfield land opportunities, prioritising sustainable transport solutions, limiting the need to
travel, keeping future developments safe from flooding (and ensuring that development does not
increaseisk elsewhere) and enhancing green infrastructure.

2.59 Policy ENV3 (saved from the Christchurch Borough Local Plan) deals with pollution and ME7: deals
with the protection of groundwater. Policies ME3: Sustainable Development Standards for New
Development, ME4: Renewable Energy Provision for Residential@rBé&sidential Developments,

MES5: Sources of Renewable Energy, ME6: Flood Management, Mitigation, and Defence are directly
related to climate change. There are no particular proposals for minerals or waste facilities in the parish
included in the mineraland waste plans.

2.60 Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAS) are used to identify areas where air quality is poor, and
YSIFadzaNBa (2 o6S 0GF1Sy (G2 oNAy3a (GKS fS@St 2F LRt dzi
Annual Status Reports provide information on air lityawithin the Council area and set out measures

needed and any progress that has been made. Monitoring data demonstrates that no exceedances were
identified at any locations within the BCP Council area, including the areas in and around the now
revokedAQMASs. An Air Quality Strategy is to be developed. The local Green Infrastructure Strategy
highlights the opportunities from reinforcing green spaces to help adapt to a changing climate.

2.61 TheSouth West River Basin District River Basin ManagementRthassociated monitoring data
identifies that he Lower Stour, Lower Hampshire Avon and Christchurch Harbour are all currently failing
to reach good ecological statépotential

2.62 The draft Water Resources Management Plan for the local area highlights the need to reduce the
amount of water taken from the river Avon to help protect the environment, particularly in its lower
reaches, as well as the River Stour and from groundwateircesu It notes that the Bournemouth area is
classified as water stressed by Defra. The draft plan proposes improving efficiency through the
installation of smart metering and smart networks to enable leaks to be detected and fixed sooner,
measures to enaarage improved customer behaviour, as well as mains replacement and repair. A water
recycling scheme is planned for Poole Harbour alongside a water transfer scheme from Mendip Quarry
to augment the River Stour and remediating an existing borehole whatlriiently not used, to provide
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an additional supply. An aquifer recharge scheme is also being developed, as well as the conversion of
an existing lake to a reservoir by 2035/36.

2.63 A Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) was adopted by the Council in July 2025, setting out the changes
NBIljdZANBR G2 GNYXyaixidiazy GKS I NBIFIQa SySNHe aeaidsSy
reviewing and addressing what local planning policies can do to support the deployment of
measures such as renewable energy, heat pumps, and building fabric retrofits to accelerate the net
zero energy transition;
facilitating the installation of solar PV on suitable rooftops and carparks across the BCP area;
empowering local communities in the BCP area to take an active role by fostering the development
of communityled energy projects;
help further heat network development, support the upcoming UK Government zoning process and
undertaking feasibility studies to assess opportunities for deployment, anticipating that ~4,000
homes could be connected to a heat network between 2030 and 28#tb(gh no such

opportunities are currently identified for the Christchurch area);
O supporting the delivery of enhanced active travel and public transport networks, and school

streets, with the aim of achieving 50% of journeys by sustainable transport.

O

OO

2.64 A new joint Local Transport Plan is bejioigtly developedoy BCP anBorset Council It aimsto set

out a strategy to deliver improve local transport infrastructure, and is anticipated to be completed in
2026. A Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) was adopted in 2022 and outlines a
strategic framework for improving cycling am@lking infrastructure in the area. It recognizes that wide,
safe footways where people have priority over cars are few and far between, busy roads acters barri

to people who attempt to walk or cycle around the area, and the cycling network is disjointed. The
A0NF GS3e FAYa G2 SyadzNB drigndiiplatekadd enjoy & cultueXhered ¢ A £ f
walking or cycling is a safe and natural choicedsidents and visitors, particularly for shorter journeys.
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2.65 The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) provides comprehensive and robust evidence base to
support the planning decisions. This identified that not all sites can be allocated in low-orddium

flood risk areas considering the significant future @ase in flood risk due to climate, and that the

current defences at Christchurch will have to be upgraded or new measures brought in to ensure
Christchurch has adequate protection against tidal flooding in the-teng.

2.66 A Christchurch Bay and Harbour Flood and Coastal Erosion Management (FCERM) Strategy has also
been developed to identify where, when and broadly what type of works are needed to manage the risks
of coastal flooding and erosion in this area, taking intosidering the effects of predicted climate

change on coastal communities, including sea level rise and the increased frequency of storms. A draft
strategy was produced and has been approved by BCP Council at its Cabinet meeting in Octéfer 2024
with the decision to develop a funding strategy. The strategy notes that without suitable investment, the
FE22RAY3 YR SNRAA2Y NARA] KFa GKS LRAIGSYydAart G2
the future, with projected sea level rismmbined with the failure / outflanking of existing defences, the
flood risk in Christchurch harbour will become more extensive and extend further inland into areas such
as Mudeford, Stanpit, Willow Drive and Wick. These are areas with a high concenthtimperties

and infrastructure which leads to significant economic damages from flooding. It is projected that 2,131
properties will be at risk from coastal flooding at Christchurch Harbour from a 1 in 200 year (0.5% AEP)
event in 2124. This would inde flooding to a significant number of listed buildings and parts of
da0KSRdzf SR Y2ydzySyidaoé

2.67 Objectives contained within the Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) include:

O Protecting the economic viability of Christchurch;
O Maintaining important heritage values within Christchurch;
O Reducing flood risk to Christchurch and Mudeford;

32 https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ielssueDetails.aspx?11d=13285&Planld=0&0pt=3#A17705
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(@}

Maintaining the opportunity for commercial, recreational and sports use of the water, in particular

the use of shordased facilities such as Mudeford Quay;

Managing risk to properties due to erosion and flooding where sustainable;

Maintaining open space and recreational use of such space;

Minimising net loss of species/habitat and maintaining opportunities for the natural development

of the mosaic of habitats, particularly within Christchurch Harbour;

Maintaining the outstanding landscape and the views and appreciation of the varied coastal
environment;

O Reducing reliance on defences.

OO0

(@}

‘ENVIRONI\/IENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION
Agricultural Land Value

Map 6. Agricultural Land Classification
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(BMV) land and Grades 3b to 5 relate to land of poorelijuaThe most recent data for the whole

parish is the prel 988 1:250 000 scale ALC maps that is intended for strategie®ussch indicates that

the areas of farmland in the parish are primarily Grade 4 (Poor) agricultural land. However more recent
appraisals of parcels of lafftto indicate the presence of Grade 3a land at Dudmoor.

33 https://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/144017?cateqory=5954148537204736
34 As shown orinttps://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html
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Water Quality and Availability

2.69 Bournemouth Water is the water provider for the parish, whilst Wessex Water is the sewerage
provider.

2.70 The Neighbourhood Plan area is located within the Stour (Dorset) and Avon (Hampshire)

catchments. The lower part of the Stonasrecordedin 2022as being of moderate ecological stattis

The main issues relate to phosphates, macrophytes and phytobenthos (aquatic plants and algae) from
poor nutrient management in relation to agricultural practices and from sewage discharge. The lower

part of the Avor®is similarly recorded as of moderate ecological staauslalthough no particular

issues were highlightedhe9 Yy @A NP Y YSy (d ! 3SyOeQa 202SO0GAGS Aa (2
2027, but has low confidence that this can be achieved in that time&afhe River Mude catchmeént

was recorded as being of good ecological status. Christchurch Harbour is shown as being of moderate
ecological status, again related to poor nutrient management in relation to agricultural practices, but

also physical modifications relating to harbouewsnd flood protection schemes.

2.71 The draft Water Resources Management Plan for the local area notes that the main water sources

are the Rivers Avon and Stour. It also notes that the Bournemouth area is classified as water stressed by
Defrd®> +FyR GKFEG ah¥T FEf 2dz2NJ T 2ySas 2dzNJ . 2dz2Ny SY 2 dzi K
challenge, and the need to reduce abstractipimcluding the amount of water taken from the Avon

where this is necessary to help protect the environmeititigularly in its lower reaches, as well as the

Stour, and from groundwater sources.

2.72 There is a sewage treatment works located within the parish to the reatt side of the Stony

Lane / Christchurch bypass roundabout, and just outside the parish at Holdenhurst, off the A338, in
addition to sewage pumping stations located throughout tlagigh. Storm overflow improvements are
planned to reduce the amount of sewage currently being discharged into the environment, but will take
time (with some areas unlikely to meet Government targets by 20940

2.73 Groundwater Source Protection Zones as identified by the Environment Agency in order to protect
sources such as wells, boreholes and springs that are used for public drinking watefSsuljttate
Vulnerable Zones and Drinking Water Safeguard Zones also denote areas at risk from polllitien
Neighbourhood Plan area does not contain any such areas.

Minerals and waste

2.74 Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) cover areas of known mineral resources that are of sufficient
value to warrant protection for future generations, to ensure that such resources are adequately and
effectively considered in landse planning decisions to @ them being sterilized when prior extraction
may be possible. Whilst the published policies map is not clear, the Neighbourhood Plan area does
appear to include some areas identified for minerals safeguarding for sand and gravel. However this is
unlikely to apply to infill sites within the settlement boundary, as development in such locations would
not pose a serious hindrance to future mineral development. There are no proposals for new waste
facilities or mineral extraction sites within the Neighlbbaod Plan area.

Air Pollution Risks

2.75 There are no Air Quality Management Areas located within or in proximity to the parish. The latest
Air Quality Annual Status Report notes Bournemouth as the 10th most congebiadarea in the UK,

35 hitps://environment.data.gov.uk/catchmenplanning/WaterBody/GB108043011040

36 https://lenvironment.data.gov.uk/catchmenrplanning/WaterBody/GB108043015842

37 https://lenvironment.data.gov.uk/catchmenrplanning/WaterBody/GB108043011020

38 hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/watestressedareas2021-classification

3%For more information about storm overflows see
https://corporate.wessexwater.co.uk/media/nkdpc3z3/overviefrsewersystemand-storm-overflows.pdfand
https://wessexwater.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/de7d66343e304703935403cflbeb398¢c

40 https://magic.defra.gov.uk/MagicMap.html

41 https://environment.data.gov.uk/farmers/
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however the current (2025) ranking show that this has dropped to 17th place (out of 35), although
average travel time has increased sligfly

Map 7. Traffic Congestion map
Traffic pattern

How was traffic distributed in Bournemouth depending on the day and time of day?

Show settings

|

ihion Lymington
.. Yarmout
At

2.76 The adjusted annual mean concentrations for.¥&ll well below the Air Quality Objective of

40ug/ne during 2023, with all but three of the measurements in the Christchurch area under 28pg/m
Those above were roadside monitor stations on Barrack Road (C3), at the Fountain Roundabout (C4) and
opposite Avon buildings in Bargates (C19), which had measurements of 21.5, 27.8 and 25.6 ug/m
respectively. The report notes that the overall trend is one of decliningcdentrations, which

appears to be broadlthe case in those locations, compared to 2019 levels.

2.77 Fine particulate levels (PN) are measured as a roadside monitoring station on Barrack Road, and
were reported as 8.9 pg/fin the latest monitoring year (and trending downwards), compared to the
national air quality objective of 20 ugfn

Climate Change and Flood Risk

278LY WdzyS HamgpI GKS 'Y D2@SNYyYSyid O2YYAGGSR (2 NX
Carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from the built environment are monitored and recorded at the local
authority level.

2.79 Data from the Met Offic¥ indicates that by 2070, in the high emission scenario, future
temperatures could be between 1.3°C to 5.1°C higher in summer, and 0.6°C to 3.8°C in winter. Hot
summers are expected to become more common. In the future (by 2070s), under a high emissions
scenario, the frequency of hot speltsvhen maximum daytime temperatures exceed 30°C for two or
more consecutive daysincreases, rising from an average of 0.20 occurrences per year in the present
day to 4.1 by 2070. Rainfall patterns across the UK are whifficult to predict as these are not uniform

42 hitps://www.tomtom.com/traffic-index/ranking/?country=UK
43 https://lwww.metoffice.qov.uk/research/approach/collaboration/ukcp/summaries/index
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and vary on seasonal and regional scales. However the data suggests significant increases in hourly
precipitation extremes in the future.

2.80 The Local Area Energy Plan (LAEP) notes that between 2005 and 2019, the emissions associated with
BCP area reduced (by 41%), largely due to electricity grid decarbonisation, but significant emissions
remain from the use of fuel for heating and road trangpdy 2045 the electricity demand is likely to be

2x the baseline, requiring significant investment in the network.

Figure 2. Carbon Emissions

2500 Carbon Emissions from Energy Use (2005-2019)\"8) Energy Use Emissions Breakdown (2019)('6)
&
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2.81 The latest Strategic Flood Risk assessment of the area notes the main risk of fluvial flooding across
GKS ./t FNBF INAaAaSaE FTNRY (GKS wWAGSNI {G2dzNJ I YR WA @€
susceptible to fluvial flooding are in ChristcBUK = Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 2 A01 X t d2NBgStf =
water flood risk is also widespread, with urban areas most at risk of surface water flooding including

/| KNR&GOKdIzZNODK FyR {G® /I GKSNAYSQA | Af f dodingC2 dzNJ Ol (G C
including the River Stour lower tributaries, and the River Avon and tributaries.

Map 8. Flood extent (river and sea) with defences shown
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Map 9. Surface Water Flood Risk (1 in 100)
&tz GOV.UK Flood map for planning
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2.82 The FCERM Strategy includes information on the projected extent of coastal erosion and coastal
flooding, including information on the wider extent of flooding should the defences fail. It projects that
in excess of 2,100 properties would be at risk frarastal flooding at Christchurch Harbour from a 1 in
200 year event in 2124, and that this would include flooding to a significant number of listed buildings
and parts of scheduled monuments.

Map 10. FCERM Strategy extradtood and erosion risk across the Strategy frontage
: Legend
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THEME CONCLUSIONS

2.83 Future development has the potential to affect water resources and quality through increased
consumption and wastvater discharges. Plans are being developed by the water companies to
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maintain adequate water supply and improve wastewater management over the plan period, however
consideration should nonetheless be given to the extent that new development can avoid impacts on
water quality and to contribute to reducing consumption and nong efficiency.

2.84 Whilst there is some nationally high quality agricultural land within the Neighbourhood Plan area,
the plan is not proposing development that would have the potential to result in the permanent loss of
productive agricultural land.

2.85 Whilst development may lead to increasgaffic levels and other activities that may increase air
pollution, the existing data shows there are no exceeded or expected exceedances of national air quality
objectives. Designated sites for biodiversity within and in proximity to the neighbourbi@zdare

potentially sensitive to air pollution issues, and this is considered separately under the biodiversity and
geodiversity theme.

2.86 Climate change is a matter of international concern, and the UK Government has committed to

transitioningtoanel SN2 SO2y2Yé> Ay 2NRSNI G2 NBRIzOS GKS O2d

to address the main cause of climate change. It also rezegithe need to mitigate the expected
impacts in terms of temperatures, rainfall and extreme weather events.

2.87 Significant areas of the Neighbourhood Plan area are impacted by flooding and coastal erosion, and
it will therefore be important to have regard to national planning policy on avoiding and mitigating flood
risk.

2.88 As such the issues of water resources and quality, climate change impacts and flood risk / coastal
erosion would be appropriate to consider through the SEA process.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH

POLICY CONTEXT
National plans and programmes

A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environr2848

Environmental Improvement Pla2023 (the first revision of the 25 Year Environment Plan)
Green Infrastructure Framewor023

National Planning Policy Framew{NPPF), 2024

Plan For Chang2024

Local plans and programmes

OO0OO0OO0O0O

O BCP Green Infrastructure Strateqy 2@22031, 2022

O Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Pai€dre Strategy2014 and saved policies from the
Christchurch Borough Council's Local Plan, 2001

O 22NJAYy3I . SGGSNI ¢23SHTKSNY 52NAERSIOZRZR3 LYy (iSaNF GSR /

O Housing Strateqy 2024026 2021

Context Overview: key findings

2.89 The Government has five national missions that set the direction of change. These include building

an NHS fit for the future; safer streets, and kickstarting economic growth. It seeks to raise living

standards; provide better healthcare and policing, @uid 1.5 million homes in England.

2906 KS bttC NBAGSNIGSa GKS D2@SNYyYSyaiQa 202S00GAGS
the importance of having a sufficient amount and variety of land that can come forward where it is

needed, and that addresses the needs of groups with sgecifK 2 dza Ay 3 NBIlj dZA NBYSy (4 ®
2OSNXtf FAY akKz2dzZ R 0SS G2 YSSG Fy FNBIFQa ARSYGATA
K2dzaAy3a G(GeLlSa F2NJ G4KS 20t O02YYdzyAde ¢ ¢KS FNI
community grvices and facilities, including health facilities, educational facilities, and open space. It
recognises the benefits of creating cohesive communities, in safe environments where crime and the

fear of crime do not undermine the quality of life of resid&n Access to high quality open spaces and
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https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Assets/About-the-council/housing-strategy.pdf
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opportunities for sport and physical activity are recognized as contributing to the health and wellbeing of
communities. The health benefits of access to nature, green spaces and green infrastructure are further
reiterated through the 25¢ear Environment lan.

2.91 At the local level, the following policies within the Core Strategy directly relate to the community
wellbeing include Policy KS7: Role of Town and District Centres; Policy HE4: Open Space Provision; Policy
LN7: Community Facilities and Services and PB@®; Shops and Community Facilities in Local Centres

and Villages.There are alsodticies relaingto the supply of housing and house types, although the plan

is no longer ugo-date given the higher housing need targets for the area and deliyrieview.

2.92 The Housing Strategy for the BCP area identifies five priorities:

Meeting future growth needs;

Preventing homelessness and rough sleeping;

Improving housing options, opportunities, and choice for all;

Empowering and cereating neighbourhoods where residents wish to live and be part of the

community

O LYLNRGAY3I &l FSGe FyR adadrAylroAaftAide | ONRaa . 2dz

2.93 The Integrated Care Partnership Strategy high$itit need to strengthen community services for

people living with longerm conditions; improve support for mental health in the community and in

schools; improve support for carers; use technology to support older people to stay living in their own
homes;provide care closer to home, away from hospitals; and tackle issues such as homelessness. Its
LINA2NAGASAE KIFI@S FSR Ayid2 (GKS bl { 52NBESGQAa C2NBI NF

294. /1t [/ 2dzyOAf Qa DNBSY AYFNI AGNHzOGdzNB { dNF GS3& FAY
LI NJ] & FyR INBSyaLl OS YIylF3aSySydas +a ¢Sttt Fa AyFz2N
infrastructure through land use planning. It iderggiopportunities and priority areas for action, and

outlines a high level delivery framework for green infrastructure investment. Opportunities include

increasing the functionality of green spaces for health benefits, to provide increased opportunities fo
AYLINR Ay 3 -héthg LS SQa oSt f

OO0

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES AND RELATED BASELINE INFORMATION

2.95 The 2021 Census records that the parish had a population of over 31,000 usual residents at that
time. The following visual graphtégrovide an overview of the population profile and housing stock in
comparison, highlighting:

O

the older age profile of the town (28% of the population is aged 65 years or more, compared to less
than 19% nationally, with comparatively fewer residents aged 40);

higher levels of disability and economic inactivity (which is reflective of the age profile);

the greater proportion of smaller (1 and 2 bedroom) properties in the housing stock, and
comparatively low level of rented housing.

OO0

Figure 3. 2021 Census parish profile data

Area map Population Number of households

Bransgore

S 7 31.400 14,100

kton Waterditch people households

Blackvyaet

56,490,000 people in England 23,436,100 households in England

Rounded to the nearest 100 people Rounded to the nearest 100 households

44 hitps://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/build/#E04012814
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Age profile

M christchurch — (England)

85+

0 years
% of all people, 5 year age bands

Accommodation type

M christchurch |(England)
Whole house or bungalow 76.3% (77.4%)

Flat, maisonette or apartment
23.4% (22.2%)

A caravan or other mobile or temporary
structure 0.3% (0.4%)

% of all households

2.96 Comparing the 2011 and
2021 Census profiles, the data
indicates an ageing population,
with 24.6% of the population
aged 65 and over in 20121

2.97 Key statistics on travel and
transport from the 2021 Census
show a comparatively high level
of car ownership, with far fewer
car-free houses than typical
across the nation. The data
indicates that there are relatively
good levels of job self
containment, with most
workers commuting
travelling less than 10km
(although this data is likely
to have been influenced
by the furlough
arrangements associated
with the pandemic).

2021

SEAEnvironmentaReport

Disability
M christchurch |(England)

Disabled under the Equality Act
20.0% (17.3%)

Not disabled under the Equality Act
80.0% (82.7%)

% of all people

Number of bedrooms

M christchurch |(England)
1 bedroom 13.0% (11.6%)

2 bedrooms 29.3% (27.3%)

3 bedrooms 39.1% (40.0%)

4 or more bedrooms 18.7% (21.1%)
% of all households

Number of cars or vans

M christchurch |(England)

No cars or vans in household
17.0% (23.5%)

1 car or van in household 43.8% (41.3%)

2 cars or vans in household 28.8% (26.1%)

3 or more cars or vans in household
10.4% (9.1%)

% of all households

General health

. Christchurch |(England]
Very good health 45.2% (48.5%)

Good health 34.6% (33.7%)

Fair health 14.3% (12.7%)

Bad health 4.6% (4.0%)

2.98 General health is
slightly below the national
average, with 5.9% of the
population in bad / very

bad health (compared to 5.2% nationally), and a higher proportion of disabled people, most likely linked

Very bad health 1.3% (1.2%)

% of all people

to the higher proportion of older people.

Economic activity status

[ christchurch |(England)

Economically active: In employment
51.2% (57.4%)

Economically active: Unemployed
2.6% (3.5%)

Economically inactive 46.2% (39.1%)

% of people aged 16 years and over

Tenure of household
M christchurch |(England)

Owns outright 42.5% (32.5%)

ownership 26.3% (29.8%)

Social rented 16.1% (17.1%)

Private rented or lives rent free
15.1% (20.6%)

Distance travelled to work

M christchurch | (England)
Less than 10km 37.1% (35.4%)

10km to less than 30km 13.0% (14.4%)

30km and over 3.9% (4.3%)

Works mainly from home 30.2% (31.5%)

Other 15.7% (14.5%)

9 of people aged 16 years and over in
employment

Disability
2021

.christchurth |(England}
Disabled under the Equality Act 20.0% (17.3%)

Not disabled under the Equality Act
80.0% (82.7%)

% of all people

Source: Office for National Statistics - Census 2021

Small area: Output area

45 Source: ONS 2011 KS102&Weéried fromhttps://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
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2.99 The latest published data on homelessrféssver the whole of the BCP Council area, and report 61
cases of people rough sleeping. There are a wide range of reasons why people are being made or
threatened with homelessness, the most significant being the end of private rented tenancy, followed by
family / friends no longer able to accommodate them.

Figure 4. Statutory homelessness: detailed local authotéyel tables Q1 2025, BCP Council data

Accommodation at time of application for those owed a relief duty:

Private rented sector 74 19.8%
Living with family a1 12.8%
Mo fixed abode? 38 9.5%
Social rented sector 30 7.5%
Living with friends v 9.3%
Homeless on departure from institution £ 7.8%
Rough sleeping 61 15.3%
Owner-occupier / shared ownership 7 1.8%
Temporary accommodation 8 2.0%
Mational Asylum Seeker Support (NASS) accommodation 4 10.3%
Refuge 2 0.5%
Other / not known® 13 3.3%
Family or friends no longer willing or able to accommodate 61 16.3%
End of private rented tenancy - assured shorthold 145 38.8%
Domestic abuse 11 2.9%
Mon-violent relationship breakdown with partner 8 2.1%
End of social rented tenancy 12 3.2%
Eviction from supported housing 29 7.8%
End of private rented tenancy - not assured shorthold 42 11.2%
Other violence or harrassment 3 0.8%
Left institution with no accommeodation available 19 51%
Required to leave accommeodation provided by Home Office as asylum support 0 0.0%
Home no longer suitable - disability / ill health 19 5.1%
Other reasons / not known® 23 6.1%
Family or friends no longer willing or able to accommodate 79 19.8%
End of private rented tenancy - assured shorthold 62 15.6%
Domestic abuse 45 11.3%
Mon-violent relationship breakdown with partner 33 8.3%
End of social rented tenancy 10 2.5%
Eviction from supported housing 26 6.5%
End of private rented tenancy - not assured shorthold 29 7.3%
Other violence or harrassment 9 2.3%
Left institution with no accommodation available 24 6.3%
Required to leave accommodation provided by Home Office as asylum support 45 11.3%
Home no longer suitable - disability / ill health 10 2.5%
Other reasons / not known® 24 6.0%

2.100 Levels of household deprivation across the area as a whole is similar to the national average,
with just over half (52.5%) of households deprived in one or more areas (the national average being
51.6%). Somerford has the highest levels of in terms ofrttliees of multiple deprivation (IMB) being

48 hitps://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statutorshomelessnesi-englandjanuaryto-march 2025
47 https://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/iod _index.html#
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amongst the 20% most deprived neighbourhoods in the countaitgd ranked similarly in the previous
2015 data. This appears to relate to a range of issues, most notably income, employment, and
education, skills and training.

Figure 5. Indices of Multiple Deprivation: 2019 and 2015

‘THEI\/IE CONCLUSIONS

2.101 An ageing population can potentially place additional pressures on existing services and facilities.
The suitability and affordability of housing to meet local requirements will impact on the degree of
homelessness, overcrowding and general health andHethg. This is likely to include the need for
appropriate housing for the aging population, as well as for key workers and families. The importance of
local services and facilities, and access to open green spaces and recreational areas is alalofactoiti

in health and welbeing. The data also indicates the need to consider access to employment
opportunities, education and training in relation to the Somerford area, which ranks amongst the 20%
most deprived neighbourhoods in the country in tesof overall IMD (2019).

2.102 As such the issues of housing availability, and access to services and facilities, would be
appropriate to consider through the SEA process.

KEY ISSUES FOR THE STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

2.103 The conclusions from thebove assessmethighlight the following areas which would be
appropriate to considefurther through the SEA process:

BIODIVERSITY, FLORA AND FAUMAotential impacts on sites of national or international
significance for wildlife, directly or indirectly

CULTURAL HERITAGE:potential impacts on nationally important designated heritage assets,
directly or indirectly

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACT@R$otential to affect water resources and quality through
increased consumption and wasteater discharges, and potential impact on / of climate change,
including flood risk and coastal erosion.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAItA¢potential to impact on housing availability, and access to
services and facilities

O (@}

(@]

2.104 Potential issues relating to geology, landscape, soils, air (other than on sites of national or
international significance for wildlife), and material assets are unlikely to be significant and are proposed
to be ruled out of the scope of the SEA.
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3 THE FOCUS AND SCOPE OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

THERELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER RELEVANT PLANS AND PROGRAMMES

3.1 AnyNeighbourhood Plan has to be in general conformity withabeptedLocal Plarfor that area,

in order to meet the basic conditions and be mé&tleéOnce a Neighbourhood Plan has been brought into
force, the policies it contains may take precedence over existingstrategic policies in a Local Plan that
would otherwise conflict, until superseded by strategic or +strategic policies that are adopddater.

3.2 TheadoptedLocal Plan fo€hristchurchareacompriseghe Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan

Core Strategyadopted in April 2014and saved policies of th@001 Christchurch Borough Council Local

Plarf°® ¢ KS [sét®rment hierarechy (Rdlicy KS2) identifi@sristchurchas one of the wider

FNBFQa YIAYy aSaiftSyYSyita oGKS 20KSNJ adzOK aSddt SYSy
area), andas such its functionis® LIN2 A RS (KS YIF 22NJ F20dza F2NJ O2YYdz
utility, employment and residential developmeétThe Local Plaexpected to provide laout 8,490 new

homesand 80 hectares of employment land across the wholthefplan area between the years 2013

and 2028 Policies K&and KS5)Christchurch town centre wagcognised as a focal point of

commercial, leisure and community activignd the main focus for meeting the borough wide

projection for comparisomand cawveniencefloorspace(Policies KS® KS8. More detail on relevant

policies is contained in the Neighbourhood Plan chapters.

3.3 TheNeighbourhood Plasannotdeal with county matters (mineral extraction and waste
development), nationally significant infrastructure or development that falls within Annex 1 to Council
Directive 85/337/EE@s these are specifically excluded by the legislation

¢19 t[!bQ{ /hb¢9be¢{ ! b5 allLb h. W9/ ¢L+9]{

3.4 Theproposeadvision forthe Neighbourhood Plais as follows

Christchurch is unspoilt and charming, and will continue to be an attractive and vibrant town in its
unique peaceful setting at the confluence of the rivers Avon and Stour close to the sea.

Steeped with individuality, bestowed by its historic town centre, the Mudeford and Friars Cliff
O2laldftAySs (GKS tNAZ2NES {dG /I GKSNAYySaQ 1Attt FyR {4
working for all its residents and visitors alike.

3.5 ThePlancovessfive themes, withthe followingobjectivesand proposedpolicies

DESIGMND HERITAGE
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:

3.6 Neighbourhood Plan Objective:K NRA & § OK dzZNOK Q& KA AG2NARO OKLF NI Ol SNJ
the health,well-beingand cultural benefit of present and future generations. New development will be
sympathetically designed to reflect this heritage and create a harmonious townscape, and leaves our

area a better place for future generations

3.7 The proposed gliciescover.

O 1.Principles for Good Designputs into effect the guidance set out in the relevant Design Code,
ensuring designs respond positively to opportunities that positively reinforce local character and
distinctiveness, and avoid replicating those attributes that are considered harmful to the character
of the area

2. Shopfront Desigrg sets outdesign guidance relating to the shopfront window and its

component parts; doorways; the fascia and lettering; additional signage; lighting; canopies and

O

48 As required undeBchedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act $866on 8(2)e
49 https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/plannin@nd-building-control/planningpolicy/currentlocatplans/localplanfor-
the-christchurcharea
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awnings; materials and colour paleti@r new shopfronts and alterations to existing shopfronts
within Christchurch Town Centre

3. Locally Important Historic Buildingsrequires the conservation and, where possible,
enhancement of locally important historic buildings and structures, as identified, adesignated
heritage assets

4. Locally Important Views identifies the importance of The Priory as the most prominent feature
in distant views of the town; the generally verdant character of the town as appreciated from the
water and river / harbourside and coastal walks; &ehlly important views (as identified) that
should be respected.

O

O

GREEN AND OPEN SPACES
Neighbourhood Plan Objectives:

3.8 Neighbourhood Plan Objective: K NA & 0 OK dzZNOKQa 3INBSYy aLl o0Sa | yR
enhanced, for their recreational, heritage, landscape and wildlife value and also for floodwater storage.
New development will help to increase the connectivity between these spaces fasloitigy, protects

and creates new nature corridors and wildlife conservation areas, and overall benefits biodiversity

3.9 The proposed gliciescover.

O 5. Locally Important Green Spacesdentifying areas to be designated as Local Green Spase

well as setting open space standards and need for open space provision / retention, including the
wider value of green spaces to the character and amenity of an area.

6. Opportunities for Wildlife¢ highlighting the need to retain mature native trees and improve the
biodiversity interest of the existing and proposed green corridors / stepping stonédefaified)

where feasible

7. Protected Habitats Siteg intended to ensure that dvelopment will only be permitted where it
would not lead to an adverse effect upon the integrity, either alone arambination, directly or
indirectly, on internationally and European protected halstat

O

O

GETTING ABOUT
Neighbourhood Plan Objectige

3.10 Neighbourhood Plan Objectiv€hristchurch will have a sustainable, flexible and responsive
transport system, enabling people to get about by whichever mode of transport they choose (walking,
cycling, public transport or driving). Safe and attractive walking and cycling routes araedgius and

rail services will mean that people are less reliant on the private motor car, but the wishes and needs of
residents who do wish or need to use a car will be respected

3.11 The proposed gliciescover.

O 8. Opportunities for Walking and Cyclingensuring @velopment enablspeople to get about on

foot, using a mobility scooter / wheelchair and by cycle by creating short, safe, attractive and direct
routes within and connecting fromievelopmentsitesto key destinations, and supporting the

delivery of the solutions identified in the Christchurch Walking and Cycling Study

9. Design and Layout of Streets and Spae&sencourage walking and cycling

10.Managing Parking Requirementsto mitigate issues relating to estreet parking problems

arising from new developmengndensurethe retention of critical public car parks serving the

beach access points

OO0

TOWN CENTRE, SHOPS AND SERVICES

3.12 Neighbourhood Plan Objectiv€hristchurch Town Centre will continue to be a lively and people
centred place with a wide range of small and independent shops, diverse events and activities that
attract people of all age groups, and an authentic and colourful Monday Market

3.13 The proposed gliciescover.
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O 11.The Town Centre Strategysetting out a range of measures intended to ensure that the centre
continues to be a key destination for visitors and residents, a place rich in history and character.
¢tKSasS NBfIGS G2 LINBaSNDA yantaningaynik bfyisedityad G KS |+ NS |
NEAYF2NDSA (KS 08y (andBrRasurdd fo@rtangedhe publig alnk RSy G A G & =
12. Town Centre Car Park Capacityo ensure the retention of critical public car parks serving the

town centre.

O

PLACBMAKING

3.14 Neighbourhood Plan ObjectivBevelopment that takes place in Christchurch should make the most
of the opportunity to meet local needs and to create an environment in which all generations feel
‘connected' with a strong sense of belonging

3.15 The proposed gliciescover.

O 13.Meeting LocaHousingand Employment Needg emphasising the need for larger homes (with
3 or more bedrooms) designed to meet the need of families with children; smaller, affordable
homes for rent and to buy to allow young people to remain in the area, and including sufficient
space / flexibility tovork from home;andwheelchairfriendly homes, retirement homes and care
K2YS&a adzA 6§ SR (2 , &ivéll aspphathg mied BeidewtISpsend(i.e.
employment with residential) tencourage ammployment component delivery alongside the
residential as part of sustainable development

| parish

O 14¢19.Sie-specific allocations coveringland at Stour Rogdvon Trading Park frontagé3 to
47 Barrack Roadormer Civic Offices sitQueensmeadoff Fairmile Roadand land at
Christchurch Hospital

Map 11. Potential areas for sitspecificallocations

Potential Site Allocations Christchurch pARISH
Author: — . N LI NE
Datg: 23/07/2025 ] Scales 110000 5 .

O

% Potential Development Sites

o

g s >
%o fits reserved (ACODDDB34788) 2025
5 ﬁatﬁ

i

A
copynghtand data
5 Fght 2025
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4 ASSESSMENT PROCERSB TESTING

DETERMINING THEA OBJECTIVES AND ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

4.1 Based on the key issu@entified in Section 2 of this repgrand the scope of the Neighbourhood
Plan,the following objective and assessment questitiase been developedThis includes the addition
of a question in relation to archaeology, as suggested by Historic Endtandder to avoid overlap, the
guestions relating to sustainable transport under the themevater and climatic factorhave been
brough under the same headingnd that relating talimate changeesilience ofwildlife areas has been
moved fromclimatic factorgo the biodiversity themdwhichwas also addressing this point)

Figure 6. ProposedSEA objectives and assessment questions

- Toprotecttheintegrity  Will the Neighbourhood Plapolicies<
of the network of - protectthe integrity of the designatedsitesfor
designatedwildlife sites biodiversitywithin andin proximityto the
andenhancebiodiversity  neighbourhoodareg takinginto accounttheir
vulnerabilityto recreationalpressurespredation,
arsonand pollution from motor vehiclesand waste
water discharg®
- help ensurethat the waterbodiesrelatingto the
LowerStour,LowerHampshireAvonand
ChristchurciHarbourcanachieveand maintaingood
ecologicaktatus?
- increasehe resilienceof biodiversityin the areato
the effectsof climatechangejncludingthrough
enhancementsaind extensiongo ecological

networks?
- Toconserveand 2 xff (G0KS bSAIKO2dzZNK22R
enhancethe significance - conserveandenhancebuildings,structures,and
of the historic areasof architecturalor historicinterest, both
environment designatecandnon-designatedandtheir settings?

- supportthe undertakingof earlyarchaeological
investigationsand,where appropriate,recommend
mitigation strategie®

- supportaccesso, interpretation andunderstanding
of, the historicevolutionand characterof the
NeighbourhoodPlanarea?

- Tosupporttheresilience 2 Af f GKS bSAIKO62dzNK22R

of the Neighbourhood - avoidinappropriatedevelopmentin areasat higher
Planareato the riskof floodingor coastalerosion,includingavoiding
potential effectsof developmentcloseto the rivers/ flood defences
climatechangejncluding  whereabuffer isrequiredto maintainaccessprotect
floodingand coastal biodiversityandavoidimpactsto flood defence
erosion infrastructure?

- ensuredevelopmentwithin or closeto flood risk
areas(wherethe access/egressute maybe
affectedby flooding) canbe safelyevacuatedbefore
anextremeflood event?

- ensurewater runoff anddrainageis managed
through sustainablesystems?

- maximisewater efficiencyand opportunitiesfor
water recycling?
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- Toreducethe 2 Aff GKS bSAIKO2dzNK22R
contributionto climate - reduceenergyconsumptionfrom non-renewable
changemadeby resourcesandsupportthe transitionto net zero
activitiesin the area emissionsources?

- Topromotesustainable 2 Af f GKS bSAIKO62dzNK22R
transportuseandreduce - encouragehe useof sustainablanodesof transport
the needto travel includingwalking,cyclingand publictransport?

- supportsustainablgransportinfrastructure
enhancementsincludingenhancel pedestrianand
cyclistnetworksto improvelocalconnectivity?

- reducethe needto travel by ensuringanappropriate
mix of usesto meetday-to-dayneedswithin easy
reach andfacilitateworkingfrom homeandremote
working?

- Toensuredevelopment 2 Aff GKS bSAIKO2dzNK22R
isalignedwith the needs - supportthe provisionof arangeof housetypesand

of all residents, sizeso meet the needsof the community, including
improvingaccessibility, the needsof anageingpopulationandthe deliveryof
anticipatingfuture needs  affordablehousing

andspecialist - encourageandpromote socialcohesionand well-
requirementsand beingthroughgreeninfrastructureenhancements?
supportingcohesiveand - improvethe availabilityandaccessibilityf keylocal
inclusivecommunities facilities,includingopportunitiesfor educationand

employmentin the Somerfordarea?

4.2 The SEA was undertaken as an iterative process alongside the drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan,
and therefore a number of initial findings were considered arfthenced the draft which has been
subject to this final assessment

CONSIDERATION AND TESTING OF ALTERNAVERYIEW

IN THE ABSENCE OF A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

4.3 There is no legal requirement to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for all areas, and in its absence
planning decisions would be made in line with the development plan (which in this case is the
Christchurch and East Dorset Local Plan Core Stratdgpted in April 2014and saved policies of the
2001 Christchurch Borough Council Local Plarunless material considerations indicate otherwise.

4.4 In the absence of a Neighbourhood Plan, development would still take place within the area, and

this could include the areas proposed for development in the Neighbourhood Plan, as they lie within the
G226y 2F |/ KNRA alOKdzZNOK ¢ KIQdNBcusidévSopmentO Fehturds bfllogaR & LJ2 f A C
environmental importance (such as valued green spaces and buildings of local historic interest) may not

be as readily apparent without the Neighbourhood Plan policies, and therefore some environmental

harm could @cur.

4.5 The Neighbourhood Plan provides the opportunity to achieve a mo@dimated and planned
pattern of development that takes into account environmental, social and economic issues, giving
greater certainty to local communities, local businesses and sepvizaders, to enable more
sustainable patterns of development.

4.6 The policies have therefore been assessed against the baseline that would includattisequo in
relation to the current Local Plan and national planning policy coverage.

50 https://lwww.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/planningnd-building-control/planningpolicy/currentlocakplans/locatplanfor-
the-christchurcharea
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ADDITIONAL ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

4.7 In order to be made, a Neighbourhood Plan must meet the basic conditions. These include the
requirement that the Plan has had appropriate regard to national policy and is in general conformity with
the strategic policies in the development plan for thearand that the plan will contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development.

4.8 Alternativesconsideredocused onwhether other sitesmay be preferablend potentially

deliverable within the plan period. review of the strategic housing land availability monitoriegorts
undertaken by BCP Counwidsundertaken focussing on sites that had been promoted by landowners
and therefore potentially availabté Opportunities to bring forward land at Knapp Hill Waterworks, and
the former Electric Museum, were explored, but in both cases the landowners maddatbarNP
working grouptheir intent to retain the sites for their operationd.and at Reicbtreet, which had outline
consented previously granted for residential development of up to 167 unitter 8/18/3532/OUT was
similarlydismissed aan alternative as the occupant (Reid Stéel)lindicatedto BCP Coundiheir

intention to remain in situ.Potential sites within the remainder of the proposed strategic site allocation
north and south of Stony Lane were also consideredware in ongoing employment ussubject to

flood risk anddue to their scalend potential complexityconsidered to be outside of the scope of the
Neighbourhood Plan to coordinat&Vhilst and at 79 Purewell, Bridge Stregtasidentified by BCP
Councilas asmall sitethat had potentia) an outline applicatio®/21/0761/OUTto develop the site for a
mix of employment and residential useasrefusedand an appeal subsequently dismisse&eptember
2022, partly based omoncerns relating to flood risk arittelyimpact onthe adjoining Listed Building

and character of the Conservation Area (bd#signatecheritage assefs Giverthese concerns, the site
was not considered to be a reasonable alternativéake forward

¢9{¢cLbD hC ROLZIES ANDIREASONABLE ALTERNATIVES

4.9 This section provides a summary of the sustainability impacts associated with each policy area in the
pre-submission draft Neighbourhood Plan. The results of the analysis of eachgvelmyvided in table
format against each of the sustainability objectives in SecBioand graded as follows:
Key:| VV  significant positive impact likely
\% positive impact likelyput not considered significant
- neutral impact likely
U  adverse impact likeliput not considered significant

UU | significant adverse impact likely

DESIGN AND HERITABHE.ICIES

4.10 Policies k 4 deal withgeneric heritage and design issuefating to theNeighbourhood Plan area,
including the approach to shopfront design and the identificatiotooélly important historic buildings
and locally important views

51 See HOM suite of documents in the BCP Local Plan examination library
https://www.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/plannin@nd-buildingcontrol/planningpolicy/examinationlibrary and interactive
map athttps://maps.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/map/Aurora.svc/run?script=%5CAurora%5CHELAA.AuroraScript%24&
nocache=3eal1924867850fc091b-635819bfb9b8&resize=always
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Environmental © o - - -

assessment objectiv. S 2 8|8 o 2 s

> T |EX|EQ |E 25
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28| 5 |55 |58 5T |38
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- , 7% 5 o ©2 & S5

Policies and reasonable alternatives oS O ST =0 =E o T
1. Principles for Good Design V \% \% Y V \%
2. Shopfront Design - \% - - - -
3. Locally Important Historic Buildings - VV U - - -
4. Locally Important Views Y V - - - U

4.11 The following tablesetsout the basis for the above summarised scores.

Objective

Assessment basis

BIODIVERSITFLORA AND FAUNA Policy lincludes both incorporaingtrees and boundary

To protect the integrity of the
network of designated wildlife sites
and enhance biodiversity

CULTURAL HERITAGE

To conserve and enhance the
significance of the historic
environment

landscaping within the layout to enhance the street scesed
biodiversity features such as bird and bat boxes within the bui
form. Policies 2 and 3 are unlikely to have any material impac
designated wildlife sites and biodiversiti?olicy 4seeks to
safeguardhe generally verdant character of the tovand retain
locally important viewsseveral of which include open spaces a
tree corridors, whictare likely to support wildlife movement.
Policy lincludes taking a design approach that is based on an
understanding of the character of the areand is therefore likely
retain those key characteristics that are important in
understanding the historievolution and character of the
Neighbourhood Plan areal’he Shopfront guidance in Policy 2
was based on an appraisal of ttypical and traditional
shopfronts in the area and wasuried out by a chartered

I NOKAGSOG gAlGK Y2NBE GKIFyYy on
heritage sector The guidance seeks to reinforce those elemen
that are important to the historic character of the town centre,
andwill apply to bothshop fronts which are of historic interest
and those that form part of their wider settingds part of the
work on the Neighbourhood Plafh4 potential buildingd
buildinggroupshave been identified thatesearch sggests
should be added to the lochst, and Policy8 seeks to ensure
that these are suitably protected in the interinRolicy 4 includes
several views of heritage assétaost notably the Priorywhich
are likely to form part otheir wider settingor influence the
extent to which those historic assets are appreciataedd should
ensure that thee views are natinduly diminishedas a result of
development

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS Policy Irequiresdevelopers to have regard to the design

To support the resilience of the
Neighbourhood Plan area to the
potential effects of climate change,
including flooding and coastal
erosion

39

prompts included in Appendix&srelevant to their site and
context, which includematters relatng todealing withsurface
water run-off andimproving buildingesiliencethrough design
Policies 23 and 4are unlikely to have any material impact on
flood risk / coastal erosio(althoughPolicy 4does score
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Objective Assessment basis

positively on this point under theiodiversity, flora and fauna
theme). The retention of historic buildings is unlikely to
maximise opportunities for water recycliggnd on this basis
Policy 3has been negatively scored

To reduce the contribution to Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design

climate change made by activities prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and

within the Neighbourhood Plan are: context, which includes matters relating tioe selection of
materials that are inherently sustainabded redudngthe need
for energy by designing for solar gain, maximise natural daylic
penetration, use high standards of insulation andsi@ energy
production Poliges2 and 4 areunlikely to have any material
impact onenergy consumptiomand renewable energy
generation The retention of historic buildingshould reduce
energy consumption (given the embodied energy) isutnlikely
to support the transition to net zero emission soure@egl on this
basisPolicy 3has been scoreds neutraloverall

To promote sustainable transport  Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design

use and reduce the need to travel prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and
context, which includes matters relating to the connectivity an:
attractiveness of pedestrian and cycle routes and the need to
incorporate secure cycle parkingndthe provision of live work
units. Policies 24 are unlikely to have any material impact on
promoting sustainable transport use and reduce the need to
travel.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAL Policy 1 requires developers to have regard to the design

To ensure development is aligned prompts included in Appendix 3 as relevant to their site and

with the needs of all residents, context, which includesonsideration othe provision of live
improving accessibility, anticipating work units and providinga mix of accommodation sizes within
future needs and specialist larger developments The policy also specifiegorporaing
requirements and supporting trees and boundary landscaping within the layout to enhance

cohesive and inclusive communities street scendhat will contribute to theimprovement / extension
of the green infrastructure networkPolicies 2and 3are unlikely
to have any material impact ommeeting local needs for housing
and achieving morénclusive communitiesPolicy 4 could limit
the potential for development on sites that fall within the view
corridors, andherefore the overall level of development
achieved. This is not considered likely to be a significant imp:
as the areas to which this would apply are limited, the policy
has been scored negatively on this basis.

GREEN AND OPEN SPAREBISICIES

4.12 Policiess - 7 deal with theissues relating tok S | &t&h gpaces and waterfrontis particularly

the protection of important green spacespportunities to strengthen and expand wildlife corridors

through the town, and the approach safeguarding the integrity of the protected habitats siteking

2y 02FNR 3IdzARFYyOS FTNRY GKS ttrlyQa 1 FoAGrGa wS3dz |

40



ChristchurciNeighbourhoodPlan  SEAEnvironmentaReport

Environmental © o - - -

assessment objectiv. S 2 8|8 o 2 s

2 T |Ex|Eg |E N
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Policies and reasonable alternatives n S O ST =0 =E o T
5. Locally Important Green Spaces V VvV \% U V -
6. Opportunities for Wildlife VV - - - - -
7. Protected Habitats Site@NBpolicy nowdeleted) | VV - - - V -

4.13 The following tablesetsout the basis for the above summarised scores.

Objective

BIODIVERSITFLORA AND FAUNA
To protect the integrity of the
network of designated wildlife sites
and enhance biodiversity

CULTURAL HERITAGE

To conserve and enhance the
significance of the historic
environment

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS
To support the resilience of the
Neighbourhood Plan area to the
potential effects of climate change,
including flooding and coastal
erosion

To reduce the contribution to
climate change made by activities
within the Neighbourhood Plan are:

To promote sustainable transport
use and reduce the need to travel

41

Assessment basis

Policy5 supportsenhanéng the beneficial use ahe network of
green spces,on the basis thatheir biodiversity value would be
retained or enhancel. Policy6 highlights local opportunities for
biodiversity and consideration of resilience intate change in
the choice of speciesas well as seekingfar-1 replacement
planting incircumstances with the removal afature native
treesis justified to create a better desigrPolicy7 specifically
deals with the strategies to be followed to ensutevelopment
doesnot lead to an adverse effect on integrity, either alone or |
combination with other plans or projects, on any European, sit¢
which includes the River Avavater quality and thishas been
informed by the HRA of the draft Plan.

Policy 5 includes several green spaces that if historic interest
form the setting of heritage assetm¢luding nordesignated
assets such abuckton Welland theWW?2 remains at Steamer
point), andgives these spaces a high levepaftection. Policies
6 and 7 are unlikely to have any material impact on cultural
heritage matters.

Policy 5 supportenhanéngthe beneficial use ahe network of
green sp@ces,ncluding through the incorporation afatural
sustainable drainage systemBolicies 6 and 7 are unlikely to
have any material impact atlimate change resilience as cover¢
in this headingdlthoughPolicy 6 doescore positively on this
point underthe biodiversity, flora and fauntheme).

Policy5is likely to prevent theise of the designated green
spacedor wind or solar renewable energy generation due to tr
landscape impagctalthough this is limited in extemfiven the
built-up nature of the area (for wind generatioahd would not
prevent the incorporation solar panels on existing buildings
within these spacesPolicies 6 and 7 are unlikely to have any
material impact in relation to thisbjective

The safeguarding ddcally important green spacemder Policy 5
will help to ensure that recreational spaces are within easy
walking distance of the community, and should therefore lesse
reliance on less sustainable modes of transpditie mitigation
strategies under Policy 7 should similarly suploet provision of
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Objective Assessment basis

enhanced recreational spaces in closer proximity in order to
divert pressure on the Dorset Heathlands and New Forest
Habitats sites. Policy 7 is unlikely to have any material impac
relation to thisobjective

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAL Policy Swould preventor reduce thepotential for housing

To ensure development is aligned development on siteproposed forprotection, but many of these

with the needs of all residents, sitesare important forsocial cohesion and wedbleingthrough
improving accessibility, anticipating recreation, andhe policy haghereforebeen scoreds neutral
future needs and specialist overallon this basisPolicies 6 and 7 are considered unlikely to
requirements and supporting have any material impact in relation to this objectiatbeit that

cohesive and inclusive communities the failure tosecure the necessary mitigation to prevent
development fromadverse effecting the integrity of a Europear
site may prevent housing from coming forward

4.14 Following Regulation 14 the Neighbourhood Plan has been updated. The main changewitimot
regard to this report is the detmn of Policy n Protected Habitats SitesThis follows BCPoGnciland
Natural England adce thatsuch a policy was unnecessary given the higher levels of protection afforded
through legislationnational planning policieand the approach to mitigation adopted by the Council.

GETTING ABOWILICIES

4.15 Policiesr - 9 seek to improve the options for active travel and public transport in the area, whilst
recognising that mangesidents and visitors to the area will continue to ulse private motor car This
includesdesignrelated issues and consideration of parking requirements.

Environmental © @ . . .
assessment objectiv| S S | 8c |8 & 2 s
> | 5 ESEg E c S
a2 £ 52053 © ST
= 8 5 TS a2 g¢ S¢
© = +—= O = O - > o E
. . S =] S T o |8 & |B8® oS
Policies and reasonable alternatives n S O ST 20 =2E |aT
7. Opportunities for Walking and Cycling - - - - VV -
8. Design and Layout of Streets and Spaces - - V - VV -
9. Managing Parking Requirements - - - - - -
4.16 The following tablesetsout the basis for the above summarised scores.
Objective Assessment basis
BIODIVERSITKFLORA AND FAUNA Policiesr - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relatior
To protect the integrity of the to this objective.
network of designated wildlife sites
and enhance biodiversity
CULTURAL HERITAGE Policies? - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relatior

To conserve and enhance the to this objective.

significance of the historic

environment

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS Policy8 highlights the need for thehoice of surface materials
To support the resilience of the used should take into account theenefits of incorporating
Neighbourhood Plan area to the porous materials to assist in providing sustainable drainage
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Objective

potential effects of climate change,
including flooding and coastal
erosion

To reduce the contribution to
climate change made by activities
within the Neighbourhood Plan are:
To promote sustainable transport
use and reduce the need to travel

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAL
To ensure development is aligned
with the needs of all residents,
improving accessibility, anticipating
future needs and specialist
requirements and supporting
cohesive and inclusive communities

Assessment basis

solutions Policie¥ and9 are unlikely to have any material
impact in relation to this objective.

Policies? - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relatior
to this objective.

Policies7 and8 both seek toencourage walkingnd cycling
including the identification of specific measures that could be |
into place that would be appropriate to the Neighbourhood Ple
area. Whilst policyd does seek to address the continuing use ¢
the private cain terms of ownership and access to the beache
this is not considered to undermirealiscouragethe use of
sustainable modes of transport including walking, cycling and
public transportand has been scored neutrally.

Policiesr - 9 are unlikely to have any material impact in relatior
to this objective, althouglPolicies? and 8 could potentially
improvethe accessibility of key local facilititgwoughenhanced
the walking and cycling networks

TOWN CENTRE, SHOPS AND SERVICES

4.17 Policies D and 11 refresh and updatg@revious Town Centre strategies, and consider the need for

town centre parking going forward

Environmental
assessment objectiv

Policies and reasonable alternatives

Biodiversity flora

and fauna
Water / Climag:
Flood Risk etc
Water / Climag:
Energy Use
Water / Climag:
Population and
Human Health

10. The Town Centre Strategy

<
<

11. Town Centre Car Park Capacity

C < | Cultural Heritage
C <| Travel

<
<

4.18 The following tablesetsout the basis for the above summarised scores.

Objective

Assessment basis

BIODIVERSITKFLORA AND FAUNA Policiesl0 and11 are unlikely to have any material impact in

To protect the integrity of the
network of designated wildlife sites
and enhance biodiversity
CULTURAL HERITAGE

To conserve and enhance the
significance of the historic
environment
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relation to this objective.

Policy D makes explicit reference to the need poeserve or
SYKFyYyOS (KS & WBH @AARINAKS 315D
interest NI AaAy3 ¢l NBySaa yR L
heritage where possibleas part of the overall strategylhe
reduction of traffic volumes in the High Streahd removal of
clutter, are also likely to have a positive impact on the setting «
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Objective Assessment basis

heritage assetsTheretention of car parks that fall within the
setting of heritage asse{®s a result of Policyllmay reduce the
ability for their settings to be improvedlthough the polig does
supportthe loss of parking spacegere thiswould help deliver
a notable improvement to the public realm and delivery of the
town centre strategyprovided it can be shown thdhe loss of
the parking spacewould not have a significant impact on the
parking needs of the aregOn this basisiny adverse impact is
not considered likely to bsignificant

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS Policy D makes explicit reference to the needtetain an

To support the resilience of the appropriate buffer to allow access to the waterfronts in order t

Neighbourhood Plan area to the manage flood defences and protect biodiversity, and address

potential effects of climate change, flood risk issues in line with national planning policy and

including flooding and coastal Christchurch Bay & Harbour FCERM Strat&mpicy 1 is unlikely

erosion to have any material impact in relation to this objectiaad
should not prevent any improvements it K S (2 6y Qa
defences.

To reduce the contribution to PolicieslO and11 are unlikely to have any material impact in

climate change made by activities relation to this objective. The retention of the town centre car

within the Neighbourhood Plan are: parks would not prevent these from incorporating solar panels
roof coverings, or providing EV charging points.

To promote sustainable transport = Policy D seeks to improve the pedestrian environment,

use and reduce the need to travel encourage cycle use through the provisiorcgéle parking and
signposting of the main arrival points (including public transpo
stops) It also seeks to retain a vibrant mix of uses within this
core area.Whilst Policy 1 supports continued use of the car,
and as such the policy $eored negativelyit is unlikely to
prevent thecar parks fromncludingEV charging pointsr
additional cycle parking to reflect changing demand.

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAL Policy Dreferences the inclusion eésidential accommodation

To ensure development is aligned as part of the town centre strategy, although is not specific in

with the needs of all residents, terms of the housing miktenures. It does placesignificant
improving accessibility, anticipating emphasis on creatingnprovedpedestrian routesncludng
future needs and specialist pleasant, green, traffic free walksT'he retention of parking
requirements and supporting provision within the town centréhrough Policyl1 will assist in

cohesive and inclusive communities ensuring acces® key local facilitiesand is considered importan
in maintaining thevitality and ongoing viability of the town
centrein the short to medium term

PLACEMAKINGPOLICIES

4.19 Poligy 12 is a generic policy to address the local needhfousing (relating to house types) dalso

seeks to encourage employment where this can be accommodated through the mixed use development
of sites. Blicies B - 18 cover specific sites which have been identifesdhaving potential for

development, and set out the approach for development on each of these, taking into account their
location and sitespecific constraints and opportunities.
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Environmental g o - N B

assessment objectiv. S S | & |8 o 2 s
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Policies and reasonable alternatives n S O =0 =0 =E o T
12. Meeting Local Housing and Employment Neeq¢ V - - - VvV VV
13. Land at Stour Road V - - - VvV V
14. Avon Trading Park frontage \'% VV - - VvV V
15. Numbers 43 to 47 Barrack Road \Y% V - - VvV Vv
16. Former Civic Offices Site and adjoining car pa V Vv U - V Vv
17. Queensmead, Fairmile Road V V - - V VvV
18. Christchurch Hospital Vv VvV - - VvV VvV

4.20 The following tablesetsout the basis for the above summarised scores.

Objective

Assessment basis

BIODIVERSITFLORA AND FAUNA Policy P highlights the need for dusing sites to make provision

To protect the integrity of the
network of designated wildlife sites
and enhance biodiversity

CULTURAL HERITAGE

To conserve and enhance the
significance of the historic
environment
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for access to open space and green infrastructitkeer through
on-site provision or contribution towards c#ite provision

None of the proposed site allocations are within 400m of a
protected heathlandpr adjoin or contaira local water body.
Nearly allof the sites(with the exception o#3 to 47 Barrack
Road)contain or adjoin an existing or potential wildlife corridor
as identified in Polic@, and theopportunity to retain and
strengthen these corridors is highlighted in the relevant policie
With regard to the Barrack Road site, the policy does seek to
retain themost notablemature trees within the siteand
incorporate planting to extend the planned ecology corridor frc
the north-western corner of 47 Barrack Romlconnect with the
tree corridors bordering Barrack Road recreation ground
Policy 2is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to tt
objective Land at Stour Road is not close to or otherwise rela
to any designated heritage assetdistoric maps do not indicate
that it may have any obvious archaeological interest, and as s
Policy B has been scored neutrally. The Avondimng Parksite
includes a scheduled ancient monument relating to the former
railway sidings antWWII tank traps There are no other
designated heritage assets in reasonably close proxiniibe
policy ensures that thecheduled monumenis retained and
protected, and that itsheritage significancis highlighted
potentially through its incorporation into a public greenspace,
suitably overlooked by the developmenthis is considered to b
a significant benefit gen that the monument is not currently
visible or under any active preservatioband at Barrack Road
adjoining the Christchurch Central Conservation Area (which r
along Barrack Road The buildings within the site aneot Listed
or on the Local ListfFom historic mapgshey appear to date back
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Objective Assessment basis

to the late 19" century, but they have been altered over the
course of time andhere is no evidence to suggest that they are
of sufficient historic or architectural interest tee considered a
non-designated heritage assef here are no other heritage
assets in close proximity or whose setting would extend to
include this site.Archaeological investigation undertaken to
support the development of the Magistrates Court 8fteefers to
previousexcavations in the area to the east of the sitelicating
that significant postnedieval deposits, including walls and wall
foundations, drainage features and surfaces are preseittis
area. As such, furthemvestigation would be appropriate in
relation to this site, and this is highlighted in Poll&y The
northern end of theCivic Offices site is within the Christchurch
Central Conservation Areand there are several Grade Il Listec
Buildings opposite. Whilst development is pobposed in this
area (and BCP Council have retained this part of the site a
public car park)these heritage assets are noted in the support
text, together with potential views towardse Priory which is a
significant historic landmarkAn archaeological assessment
undertaken to inform the development of the adjoimgjn
Gasworks site considered tlmmediate area including the Civic
Office$? concluded thatareaformed part of the wider
agriculturalhinterland of the townuntil its developments a gas
worksin themid to late 19th centuryand that there was unlikely
to be any significant archaeological remains requiring further
investigation Maps show thathe Civic Offices site remaid
undeveloped until itwas buit in the latter part of the c20. On
this basis there is no obvious evidence to suggest that further
archaeological evaluation should be requirethe potential
rebuilding of the Civic Centre officpsovides an opportunity for
a design that better complements the historic character of the
wider area and the policy, whicheccognises the historic
constraints, is considered to score positively against this
objective. The Queensmead sitdoes not contain any heritage
assets, but lies opposite the Christchurch Hospital Conservati
Areg whichcovers part of the larger Christchurch Hospital .site
There is no Conservation Area Appraibalt a report dating back
to 2012commissioned by the Local Planning Authority provide
useful evidence from that time of the character and historic
interest of the are&. The historic maps show theemaining
historic buildings relating to the former workhous&luded

52 Archaeological Evaluatidsy Bournemouth University, dated September 2018 (planning application
8/18/3263/FUL)
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=134201&planld=1268086
&imageld=9&isPlan=False&fileName=01210 Christchurch%20Police%20Station%2C%20Bargates%2C%20Christchur
ch%20WSI%20Finalv2.pdf

53 Archaeological Evaluatidsy Ecus Ltd, dated July 2023 (planning applics8i@8/0657/FUI)
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planld=1335356
&imageld=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf

54 Provided as part of the considerationgfnning applicdaon 8/12/0416
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planld=1142092
&imageld=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf
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https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planId=1335356&imageId=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=139612&planId=1335356&imageId=17&isPlan=False&fileName=ADBA.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planId=1142092&imageId=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf
https://planning.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/Document/Download?module=PLA&recordNumber=115216&planId=1142092&imageId=70&isPlan=False&fileName=Conservation%20Area%20Report.pdf
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Objective Assessment basis

within the CAAbeing on the parcel of land further south, with tr
areawithin the CAfopposite Queensmeaithcluding the now
demolishedmale infirmary complex dating back to 19Mth the
area to the foreremaining undevelopedThe report notes that
the mature trees and open spad®ing an important element in
the character and appearance of this part of the conservation
area, and of some historic interest giveneir association with Mr
Morgan who was the master of the former workhoubet
previously occupied the siteThe Dorset HERS recétdotes
that the buildings were in use as part of Christchurch Hospital
the time of a RCHME survey in 1992, but had been demolishe
2005 Queensmead itseHippears to have been part of an earlie
L ' yYySR WO2Gi0l3S K2YSaQ 1R®BLD ¢
flroSttSR 2y I (SS/NDdhI{K Y IKLEE RN
but the building on the Queenmead sift®m that time has been
replaced by the existingare home, and all of the other building
alsoseeminglyreplaced by modern housifyy The history of
these sites is noted in the relevant policiedaupporting text,
to ensure that the development respects and, where appropriz
leads to a better understanding of their historyhe Historic
Towns Surveglsosuggests thattiere is considerable
archaeological potentiah the widerarea and this is noted and
highlighted in the Polies.

WATER AND CLIMATIC FACTORS Policy 2 is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to tr

To support the resilience of the objective The only site allocation within an area at risk of

Neighbourhood Plan area to the floodingis the former Civic Offices site (Poli@).1It has not

potential effects of climate change, been possible at this stage to demonstrate that the sequential

including flooding and coastal test has been met, ands such the need to comply with this tes

erosion (and the exceptions testy made explicit in the policyOn this
basis the policy has been scored negatively, but subject to
passing both tests the impact is not considered likely to be
significant The Christchurch Hospital sigolicy B) is in excess
of 1ha in size and therefore depending on the application are¢
may require asite-specificflood risk assessment, and this is
noted in the supporting text.

To reduce the contribution to Policy 2 is unlikely to have any material impact in relation to tr

climate change made by activities objective None of the site allocations specifically require the

within the Neighbourhood Plan are¢ incorporation of renewable energyeneration, buthis will be
considered through the approach to design in line vithlicy 1,
Local Plan poliesME3 and ME4national planning policgnd
requirements set in building regulations

To promote sustainable transport  Policy 2 highlights theneed for affordable housing to be

use and reduce the need to travel designed to include sufficient space / flexibility to support
working from homeand encourages a mix of housing and
employmenton sites that are of sufficient size and viability
Land at StouRoad(Policy B) adjoins the railway station and is
GAOKAY p YAyYydziSaQ ¢l t 1 andthe I
design guidance seeks to ensure a permeable, pedestrian / ¢y
friendly layout The Avon Trading Park frontaffeolicy 4)is also

55 https://heritage.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/Monument/MDQ47317
56 hitps://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=17.4&lat=50.74577&leh78907&layers=173&b=ESRIWorld&0o=50
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Objective Assessment basis

in close proximity to theailway stationand only just oveb
Y A Y dzii S fiof a Bigh frdquency bus routeThe design
guidance seeks tencourage a pedestrian / cycle link through ti
site which will improveoermeablity andreducepedestrian /
cycletimes to reach the trading estate from the statioRolicy16
is also on a high frequency bus route and within the town cent
area and as such is likely emcourage the use of sustainable
modes of transport including walking, cycling and public
transpat, including through making provision for footway
wideningalong the frontage.Policy B, the former Civic Offices
site, is similarly on a high frequency bus route and within the
town centre area.lts policy includes the requirement tetain
and improvethe public right of way from Bridge Street through
the site to Rivers Meadow and Stanpit Marsh and ensure east
access to the Leisure Centre entran®®hilst the policy also
seeks taetain the existing level of public car parking provision
(and therefore has been scored less favouraltlyik is justified
on the basis of maintaining thétality and ongoing viability of
the town centre in the short to medium termQueensmead and
Christchurch Hospital sites both lie omegularbus route
(although nothigh frequency) Policyl8 encourages pedestrian
connectivity through theChristchurch Hospitalite linking
Fairmileto Tasmin Roadyhich shouldreduce walking times to
the high frequency bus route aloBarrack Roadnd encourage
active travel patterns

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEAL Policy P highlights the need fofamily homes, affordable

To ensure development is aligned housing to meet local needs, and homes suited for an ageing

with the needs of all residents, population. The policy would also encouragemix of housing
improving accessibility, anticipating and employment on sites that are of sufficient size and viabilit
future needs and specialist which would be applied to sites within the Somerford arédl of
requirements and supporting the sitesare expected to deliver 10 or more homes and therefc

cohesive and inclusive communities provide some affordable housing in line with the Local Plan
policies. Where appropriate to the nature of the site, key worke
accommodation, and sites for family housing (such as town
homes) are encouraged?olicy 4 alsoincludesthe potential
provisionof an area of public greenspace

TECHNICAL OR OTHER DIFFICULTIES WITH THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS

4.21 Evidence is constantly updated which can make elements of the assessment out of date (such as the
appraisal of relevant policies and programmes), although this is unlikely to materially affect the
objectives and scoring.

4.22 Whilst it was not practical to carry out detailed technical assessments of all the site allocations (such

as an ecological survey and transport assessment), the sites have been assessed by BCP Council as part of
their Local Plan review, and this has infeahthe site allocations, supplemented by further information

where available.

4.23 National planning guidance on pkamaking advises that this should be basedpooportionate
evidence Given the scale of development proposed and likely environmental impacts the above
difficulties are not considered to be of significant concern.
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