
Zone 9

Ref Play Space Recommendation

8 Arena BMX Track Refurbishment

36 Cranleigh Road Replacement

37 Cranleigh Road MUGA Replacement

105 Mudeford Wood Refurbishment

135 Riverlands Replacement/Relocation

142 Seafield Gardens MUGA Refurbishment

In Zone 9 we consulted on 11 play spaces

• There were 198 respondents to the zone 9 

survey

• There were 6 ideas posted on the ideas wall 

and 1 comment

Ref Play Space Recommendation

143 Seafield Gardens Refurbishment

163 The Rookery Repurpose Greenspace

169 Watermans Junior Refurbishment

171 Watermans Toddler Refurbishment

P2 Tuckton Tea Gardens Relocated site
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Proposals 

Base 186

Are there any of the Zone 9 proposals you would want to change?

Tuckton Tea Gardens & Riverlands

66% and 56% of respondents wanted to change the 

proposals for Tuckton Tea Gardens and Riverlands 

respectively
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56%

66%

Mudeford Wood (2)

Watermans Toddler (3)

Watermans Junior (3)

Arena BMX track (3)

Cranleigh Road MUGA (5)

The Rookery (8)

Cranleigh Road (8)

Seafield Gardens MUGA (10)

Seafield Gardens (13)

I wouldn't change any of the
proposals (14)

Riverlands (104)

Tuckton Tea Gardens (122)

• 181 comments were received in response to:

“What would you change about the proposals?”

• Some comments addressed multiple play 

spaces.

• The following slides show the number of 

comments per play space.
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens

• 145 were against the proposal to relocate the play space

• 6 were in favour of relocation 

• 7 were neutral

158 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Refurbish the play space in its current location Current location good

Current site close to parking and toilets Flood risk at proposed site

Safey of children is good at current location Money better spent on equipment rather than relocation

The café at Tuckton may pressure families to spend money Community value
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – against relocation

“The location of the play park should stay where it is. It has great access 

to a car park for families. Pointless bunching it up with the tea gardens”
“The playground by the river at Tuckton should stay where it is but be fully 

refurbished. We don't want it moved nearer the tea garden. We want it to 

be in a fully natural space, away from retail, events and screens”

“I disagree with it being relocated from Riverlands. It should stay where it 

is”

“…Riverlands benefits from being near a car park as well as public toilets.  

Riverlands is a popular venue, enjoyed before and after school drop off/ 

pick up time for the nearby St Katherine's Junior School…”

“Riverlands only requires updating, the site is ideal, close to public toilets,  

car park and level walking surfaces. The possibilities for children to 

explore in the surrounding grass and tree area are limitless, it is also 

close to the beach and access to the river, during warmer weather.” 

“The play park doesn’t need to be moved to the Tuckton Tea Gardens 

site - it is more practical and safer where it is. Away from the water’s 

edge and near toilets and the car park. It is enclosed by a fence and 

older children can play safely nearby within sight of parents” 

“Refurbish current play area do not relocate. It’s an ideal location as is 

by the car park and public toilets, essential for young children! Located 

in nature and set back from the river and busier areas of Tuckton. If 

relocated by the tea gardens, then you lose these benefits. The present 

area gives a chance for children to be noisy and play without disturbing 

those who have gone to visit the tea gardens or boat hire and don’t 

necessarily want noisy children around”“Leave it and refurbish it”

“Riverlands playground should be refurbished rather than 

replaced/relocated”

“Leave it where it is. There is very little wrong with the equipment there 

my grandson and many other children were playing there just the other 

day.”

“I don’t understand why this park is being moved. Seeing as nothing on 

here is funded why are we moving a park situated next to parking and 

toilets to an area further away. Tuckton Tea Gardens is great how it is 

and the area around it floods in the winter. 

It seems ludicrous and a waste of money. Surely maintenance of the 

current park is cheaper than moving it”
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – against relocation

“…This site is well used by children from St Katharine's School.  It is safe, 

away from housing and the river and provides a good environment…”

“Riverlands play park does not need to be relocated. It is in a safe 

natural environment and is used by a wide array of families. The car park 

next to it is convenient and the distance from the river means it is safe 

from potential water related activities. There are no clear benefits as to 

why it should be relocated. The park should just be refurbished and left 

where it is. It is a nice local park for families.”

“I strongly oppose to relocating the Riverlands / Wick play park. 

I encourage BCP to invest in refurbishing and enhancing the space.

It is in a safe place.

It is a beautiful area surrounded by nature...”

“…The area is well fenced off to give the children a safe area to play in…” 

“Current play area away from roads and rivers, so safe...”

“The proposed site closer to Tuckton Tea Gardens (although at the 

moment not clear) would inevitably put more pressure on families to 

make purchases, also the noise from functions would be intrusive to 

mindful play…”

“…Where it is now it is safe, closer to the football nets which means 

parents can keep an eye on multiple aged children at once. If it's moved 

fewer parents may be likely to use it” 

“…Many parents don’t want it next to the café, where temptations like ice 

creams are!...”

“… As a parent of two young children, whenever we're near the café they 

request ice creams, the advantage of being far from it is that they are 

focused on play and are far more likely to accept the snacks and drinks 

we bring with us…”

“…This park is away from the tourist side of the tea gardens and allows 

children to play without the temptations of ice-cream etc or boating…”

“Please do not relocate the Riverlands site to near the Tuckton Tea 

Gardens commercial outlet. This is a favourite site for multi generations 

of our family, ( with baby buggies and wheelchairs,) away from 

distractions to eat junk food or spend money...”

“I disagree with moving the play space to near the tea gardens , it puts 

pressure on parents to buy food and ice cream…” 
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – against relocation

“We strongly oppose moving the existing playground in Wick Lane to 

Tuckton Tea Gardens. The present playground has served the community 

wonderfully for countless years and is perfectly placed for all users…”

“Please do not relocate. It is in a brilliant position. We have used it as a 

family for decades. It is in a perfect huge spot near the toilets but away 

from the café”

“No need to move it, where it is, is a perfect location set back from the 

river, shaded by trees, not too close to the tea rooms so you're not forced 

to buy ice cream and drinks when you bring your own picnic”

“…Riverlands Park is not just a green space - it is a social and 

recreational hub used by hundreds of residents throughout the week. It is 

consistently busy, reflecting its importance to the community, particularly 

to families with young children…”

“This play park is a community hub that needs to be kept. It is in a secure 

spot, where children can run around while also being accessible for all…”

“This is a complete waste of funds, please simply refurbish the park. 

The suggested new location was flooded for the first 3 months of 2025; 

making it an unusable space which families can’t even get to when 

walking. The open field area to the side is used by older siblings whilst 

younger are in the park. The tea garden’s older guests don’t need 

families there and going onto the tea gardens to use the services as a 

treat. 

It is perfect where it is!!”

“It doesn’t need relocating. Why waste money moving a park somewhere 

else when the current set up is perfectly adequate”

“PLEASE PLEASE do not waste money moving the park. You are 

planning to move it closer to a fast-flowing river that floods in winter and 

would make the park out of action for 6 months a year. The Tuckton Tea 

Gardens could not keep the mini golf tidy there, why on earth would they 

look after a park? It is absolutely fine where it is and peaceful and safe. 

You could save a lot of money not moving it”

“A lot of the land around the tea gardens becomes waterlogged in winter. 

This area is always dry. I would not relocate it as it is currently usable all 

year around. It does need an upgrade though”

“The area floods EVERY winter for at least 4 months, and the danger of 

falling trees and branches would be ever present” 
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – in support of relocation

“I agree that it should be relocated, closer to the Tea Gardens - but it 

should not become the responsibility of the private business. Please keep 

the mini trampoline!” 

“…Tuckton Tea Gardens park is ideally suited already. It would be useful 

to know where you are planning to move it to, unless it was directly next 

to the tea gardens where the dilapidated golf course is now…”

“Riverlands to be relocated is the proposal I support”

“Similarly, don’t close the Riverlands existing play area until the new one 

at Tuckton Tea Gardens is open - this is a very popular playing area”
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18%

9%

10%

20%

35%

8%

Never (32)

Occasionally (16)

Monthly (18)

Weekly (35)

Several times a week (63)

Daily (14)

Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens?

Base 178 Base 159
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7%

47%

48%

55%

62%

67%

71%

72%

74%

79%

84%

86%

91%

Other (11)

Relaxing (74)

Rocking (76)

Spinning (88)

Imagination (98)

Jumping (106)

Adventure (113)

Bouncing (114)

Balancing (118)

Seating (126)

Swinging (134)

Sliding (136)

Climbing (145)



Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – Other?

• Flying fox / zip wire

• Picnic tables

• Age-appropriate activities

• More baby swings

• Good visibility from nearby tea room

• Water and sand play

• STEM-based activities

• Shade and rain covering

• Nature play

• Pond dipping

• Larger climbing frames for primary-aged children

• Imaginative wooden structures

• Crazy golf

Zone 9 – Page 9



Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens - Improvements

140 comments received

Suggestions included:

• Opposition to relocation

• Support equipment replacement

• Current location is good

• Expanding the age range

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

While most comments reiterated previously shared views, the following slide highlights specific suggestions 

from respondents on how the play equipment could be improved.
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Riverlands / Tuckton Gardens – Improvement comments

“Add shade, replace the football goal, incorporate the location of the park 

into the play so boat role play area, climbing apparatus for older children” 

“Riverlands needs repainting and repairs to the broken areas. A smaller 

toddler slide / play section would be nice but not essential”

“Boat themed (like the Quomps) or nature themed would be popular. Many 

children scoot home from school or scoot to the park so to add a small ramp 

and utilise the space with a mini track would be popular and set it apart from 

other parks in the area”

“A range of equipment would be useful. More swings. 

Provide shaded areas in the play park, as in the spring and summer certain 

areas can get too hot. The metal can cause discomfort to children as a 

result” 

“The trampoline needs its mat replacing/repairing and the addition of more 

swings would be beneficial. Shaded seating and potentially picnic benches 

would be a nice addition. The addition of a larger slide/climbing frame would 

also help to encourage the large children not to use the smaller slide and 

climbing frame that is currently more appropriate for pre-school and infant 

children”

“Brighter more colourful design and more for the children to enjoy the 

choices are very limited”

“The area just needs a general tidy up really. The ground is a bit uneven in 

places”

“I actually think the existing climbing frame here is pretty good because it 

offers a lot of different challenges and both my toddler and my school age 

child can use it in different ways. The swings with the moulded shape seats 

are never very popular when I’ve been there; they would be better replaced 

with straightforward flat seats because there is often a queue for the single 

flat seat swing”

“Please use plastic rather than metal where possible as in the summer 

spaces become unusable due to the heat when metal equipment.

Equipment for smaller children too that would be safer for littler children, like 

the park at Martin’s Hill Lane recreation ground”

“...increase in the number of the swings in both age ranges… age-appropriate climbing frames are a must…replacement bouncy trampoline (this is a true 

favourite of every child that goes there!) maybe even two bouncy trampolines, one for under fours, one for the older children… A zip wire would be fun…The 

double width slide with the climbing frame attached is brilliant as it is, although the slide itself gets extremely hot in the afternoons with the sun blazing down on 

the metal so perhaps realignment away from the sun would help?... higher slide for the older children… see-saw is another favourite so please keep this… 

rocks are so natural and great for imaginative play and sitting on to eat lunch etc please keep these also… More seating for the oldies would be great… keep 

plenty of grassy areas for people to put rugs out …Some shaded areas perhaps?”
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Arena BMX Track - Refurbishment

• 3 were in favour of refurbishment

3 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Positive impact on children Maintenance of surrounding area

Need for a younger rider area Litter and cleanliness

Security and lighting
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Arena BMX Track – changes to proposals

“The Two Riversmeet BMX track is great. It would be improved if it could 

have an additional little strip for younger riders - both my children loved 

going there from 4 years on their pedal bikes but would be great for 

something balance bike-able!

Also, security wise, I'm aware of a few teenagers who have had their 

bikes stolen from them by other similar aged people, so something to 

help with security and helping children feel safer. Flood lit so it could be 

used in winter evenings would be great” 

“This is always covered in litter, which I clean up whenever I take my kids 

there. There needs to be secure bins and signage. Grass needs to be 

maintained more regularly to avoid it looking neglected, which is probably 

why many of the kids litter there”

“…great to keep boys (and girls!) with a lot of energy focused and 

entertained. This track is inspirational. It makes young children want to 

learn to ride a bike and improved resilience and determination in older 

children”
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21%

35%

48%

58%

Other (please specify) (11)

Change in surface material (18)

Straights and Berms (25)

Jumps and obstacles (30)

58%

26%

6%

5%

3%

2%

Never (91)

Occasionally (41)

Monthly (10)

Weekly (8)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (3)

Arena BMX Track

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Arena BMX Track?

Base 158 Base 52
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Arena BMX Track – activities and improvements

1 comment received

• Better lighting

• Enhanced security

• A younger rider area

• Educational feature

• Better maintenance

• Activities for older children

• Consult a BMX club

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Arena BMX Track – Other? 

“Arena skate park next to Two Riversmeet is well used but has a big problem with 

litter, often broken glass. Bins very close to the seating areas might help to make it 

as easy as possible for young people to make good choices!”

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?
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Cranleigh Road and Cranleigh Road MUGA - Replacement

• 10 were in favour of replacement

10 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Urgent need to replace equipment Facilities needed for younger children

Security and safety Facilities needed for older children and teenagers

Maintenance and cleanliness Landscaping and visibility improvements
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Cranleigh Road and Cranleigh Road MUGA - changes to proposals 

“Cranleigh MUGA is nearby but suffers from severe neglect. The grounds are 

always very dirty and the playground is in such a bad state I would not let my 

children use it. Overgrown plants and trees creates areas where older 

teenagers often hang out, smoke and drink. Overall I don't feel safe to take my 

children there at all. …I think the development of Cranleigh and/or Seafield 

MUGA should be prioritised for the reasons detailed above…”

“Cranleigh Road play park is in dire need of play apparatus, preferably a 5 

platform 3 level assault course for older children, a safer, more accessible 

section for younger children and a separate area for children aged 6 -12. 24/7 

surveillance is needed for children's protection and wellbeing.

It is not safe to leave your children around broken apparatus and fences, 

overflowing bins, alcohol and drug paraphernalia. They need daily 

maintenance to be carried out with litter pickers, health and safety regulations, 

first aid kits and a place for refreshments with a shaded area for babies, 

mums and dads”

“I think this proposal is very sensible. The Rookery is very close to Cranleigh. 

The play equipment is always vandalised at the Rookery as it's out of sight. It 

would be far better to spend more money on Cranleigh as it's used so much 

(being so close to the school) & is in such a poor state with little play 

equipment left”

“The play park needs to be replaced now and not when additional funding is 

available”

“Cranleigh Road should be urgently replaced with high quality equipment. 

Despite it being very run down it is very busy with school children every day, 

hundreds are attending school very close by. We have lived here for 7 years 

and it has just got worse and worse. If it is not fixed soon local children will 

have spent their whole childhood with no decent park nearby” 

“The Cranleigh Road play park is very run down - I assume when you say 

"replaced" you mean remove the existing equipment and replace with new, 

rather than close the whole play park altogether?”

“Please do the Cranleigh Road replacement in phase 1 - the existing play 

equipment won’t last until 2028.

Please don’t close the Cranleigh Road and Seafield Gardens play areas at the 

same time as Southbourne residents need either one of these open”

“1: Remove additional foliage around playground to make it more open and 

visible from Cranleigh Road etc to prevent antisocial behaviour.

2: The inclusion of simple scooting humps, ramps etc for small children. 

3: Cut back overhanging trees in MUGA to prevent slippery moss in 

autumn/winter.

4: Suitable equipment for junior school age children (calisthenics etc) as well 

as infant aged children.

5: Full resurfacing”
“Absolutely support the replacement of Cranleigh Road play area as a priority 

when funding becomes available. Heavily used by the Stourfield school 

community and local community and it is in terrible condition”

“Cut back and pollard trees so the public can be more aware of what is 

happening in the area, to prevent continued vandalism. Make the grass area 

next to the MUGA in a skate park to appeal to older children and teenagers. 

Invest in CCTV”
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8%

37%

38%

46%

52%

52%

52%

65%

65%

65%

67%

75%

79%

Other (please specify) (4)

Relaxing (19)

Rocking (20)

Spinning (24)

Bouncing (27)

Imagination (27)

Jumping (27)

Balancing (34)

Seating (34)

Swinging (34)

Sliding (35)

Adventure (39)

Climbing (41)

Cranleigh Road

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like 

to see at Cranleigh Road?

Base 137 Base 52

64%

17%

4%

7%

7%

2%

Never (87)

Occasionally (23)

Monthly (5)

Weekly (10)

Several times a week (9)

Daily (3)
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7%

40%

47%

49%

73%

76%

Other (please specify) (3)

Target practice (18)

Seating area (21)

Ground markings (22)

Football goal / kick board (33)

Basketball / netball hoop (34)

Cranleigh Road MUGA

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren 

currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like 

to see at Cranleigh Road MUGA?

Base 129 Base 45

74%

13%

3%

5%

4%

2%

Never (95)

Occasionally (17)

Monthly (4)

Weekly (6)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (2)
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Cranleigh Road and Cranleigh Road MUGA - Activities 

• Comment expressed concern at state of play area

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Cranleigh Road  – Other? 

“Cranleigh serves an area with lots of families but it is in an appalling state, personally I don't go there with my children although it is near my home. 

The playground is in a bad state, the grounds are always dirty, the greenery overgrown and taken over by teenagers who go there to smoke and drink. 

I would have loved to have a local playground where I could take my kids but sadly Cranleigh in its current state is not an option”

• A bike track

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Cranleigh Road MUGA  – Other?

“A little bike track as many children learn to ride their bikes here as it's a safe space & quite large”
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Cranleigh Road and Cranleigh Road MUGA - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

• Urgent need for replacement

• Age-appropriate equipment for 5 to11-year-olds at nearby school

• Robust and durable equipment

• Safety and suitability

• More variety and quantity of equipment needed

• Better upkeep and maintenance needed

• Refreshments on site

• Earlier prioritisation
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Cranleigh Road and Cranleigh Road MUGA - Improvements

“Safe and fit for purpose” 

“this playground is crying out for everything to be replaced and the space 

properly used. It would be wonderful if a proper climbing frame was 

installed. It is used by all of Stourfield so age-appropriate equipment is 

necessary”

“Put in more swings, swings were taken away a few years back and 2 

new rockers for younger children were put in place. There are not enough 

swings for younger & older children” 

“Please ensure that Cranleigh play area has a decent amount of robust 

equipment that is teenager proof! A handful of little kids’ items won't work 

- the school means it gets a lot of use from 5–11 year olds”

“5 platform 3 level assault course” 

“Cranleigh Road park has huge potential to be a great park. It is large 

and enclosed and surrounded by beautiful pine trees. Equipment needs 

to suit children of a wide range of ages from toddler to teen. I could 

imagine it being a slightly smaller version of Avon Country Park’s play 

area with a climbing fort, slides and zip line”

“The play park is daily used by children from the nearby school. Age-

appropriate play equipment. A climbing frame with slide”

“Cranleigh Road is a fantastic location with a huge area that’s currently 

neglected and could really do with some love put into it”“Cranleigh play area needs replacing in Phase 1, the existing equipment 

is not going to last until 2028.

Additionally, providing licences for a coffee van at the park on weekends 

for parents to have a coffee while their kids play would bring in a lot of 

income!”

“Current equipment was not maintained, MUGA covered in leaves that are 

not cleared. these are the problems” 
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Cranleigh Road

Is there a more suitable location near Cranleigh Road for a play space?

The were 29 responses to the question

• 18 respondents were against relocation

• 4 respondents were for relocation and 3 suggested a new area

• 3 respondents were unsure

• 4 were not interested in or unrelated to the play space

• Iford Meadows

• The Rookery

• Swanmore Gardens old bowling green

Alternative location suggestions were:
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Cranleigh Road - Alternative Site

“No, this is ideal and well loved in its current location” 

“Absolutely not. This is a very well used park, being the only park to 

service the area around Stourfield schools which have large intakes of 

children. It is packed full of children after school, even in its current poor 

condition. It provides a safe space for children to play”

“Let’s leave it in the area for kids to enjoy “

“No, where it is it's accessible from both directions and near the schools, 

and away from main roads making it safer”

“No - the current space is ideally located close to a busy school and can 

be accessed without the need to navigate a busy road. it is also within 

easy walking distance of residential areas and located away from busy 

roads which provide for cleaner air and a more child friendly space.

The trees surrounding the play area provide opportunities for nature-

based activity and  trails”

“No, Cranleigh is a great safe area on a quiet road right near Stourfield 

schools”

“No, it is perfectly located for all children at Stourfield schools”

“NO - Don't move any of the play areas”

“If it extended into the allotment space that would make the play area 

more light and open. Alternatively, the surrounding trees could be cut 

back a bit to make it feel more open/light”

“This should not be relocated unless a more suitable space is bought and 

the equipment in place first”

“…it is very well used by pupils from Stourfield after school and children 

who live nearby and should not be relocated unless a more suitable 

space is bought and the equipment in place first”

“That's the one that should be relocated away from the council estate and 

the drug users that meet there!”
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Mudeford Wood - Refurbishment

• 3 were in favour of replacement

3 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Current broken slide Need for all inclusive equipment

Safety Possibility of expansion

Lack of engaging equipment
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Mudeford Wood – changes to proposals

“Need an interim fix to open the steps up to the slide again. This was 

broken before the Easter holidays, the steps have been fixed but the 

slide is still not open. Don’t want to wait until after 2027 for this to be 

resolved as it’s such a popular park and children are climbing up the 

steep slope instead after always having told them to go up via steps”

“Mudeford Wood has been designated as 'refurbishment.' This whole 

playground needs a massive overhaul. There is little of interest there, 

except for the slides which are well loved. There is a lot of space on this 

rec that could be used to expand and improve. More for older kids as 

well as toddlers would be good, like the Highcliffe Rec playground. A 

MUGA would be an excellent addition”

“Mudeford Wood play park is best suited to younger children and this is 

particularly dangerous at the moment because the steps are out of 

bounds and therefore children are climbing the very steep slope which is 

an accident waiting to happen”
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10%

19%

21%

25%

37%

38%

42%

48%

50%

50%

52%

60%

60%

Other (please specify) (5)

Relaxing (10)

Spinning (11)

Rocking (13)

Seating (19)

Jumping (20)

Bouncing (22)

Swinging (25)

Balancing (26)

Imagination (26)

Sliding (27)

Adventure (31)

Climbing (31)

Mudeford Wood

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Mudeford Wood?

Base 135 Base 52

58%

22%

8%

7%

4%

1%

Never (78)

Occasionally (30)

Monthly (11)

Weekly (9)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (2)
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Mudeford Wood - Activities

• Fix the slide

• A coffee hut
• Fix the steps

Which of the following activities would you like to see Mudeford Wood – Other? 

“I’d really like the steps fixed! I emailed about these months ago to 

advise they were dangerous. They were cordoned off immediately but 

they’re still unusable and need to be fixed asap. There must be so many 

children who can’t use the slides because they can’t use the steps - not 

everyone can run or climb up the big hill to use the slides”

“Just fix the steps to the big slides” 

“A coffee hut/shack would be a huge benefit to the young families 

spending a lot of time at the park” 
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Mudeford Wood - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

• Repair the steps to the slides

• Provide shaded area

• Maintain current age range focus

• Add a trampoline style feature

“Ensure there is some shade if possible - I have a newborn 

baby and a 5 year old and I have noticed how little shade there 

is available for babies specifically at Mudeford Wood park”

“Talking about Mudeford Wood, I actually think it covers a good 

age range as it is so would like to see this continue. A 

trampoline type thing would be great to see” 

“Mudeford needs to have the steps to the slides repaired, and 

general upkeep. Watermans is pretty well maintained” 

“Mudeford Wood is currently aimed at younger children which 

is great as it’s a family centred location. It would make sense 

to specialise this into a toddler/younger children's park” 
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Seafield Gardens & MUGA - Refurbishment

13 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

• 12 were in favour of refurbishment

• 1 was neutral

Comments addressed:

Supportive of refurbishment Accessibility

Loss of key play features Frustration over funding delays

Age-appropriate equipment Community willingness to contribute

Safety and ASB
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Seafield Gardens & MUGA – changes to proposals

“Definitely happy for Seafield Gardens to be refurbished but please look at 

examples of success like Cassiobury Park in Watford for what works well as 

equipment. We used to live there, and all their playground are fabulous”

“…the fairy garden was a wonderful play area. Maintenance has ceased last 

year and the place has declined. It would be good to revive the existing fairy 

garden”

“Seafield Gardens and play park should be pushed further up the list. Just 

waiting for spare funds does not best serve the local community. There is 

no play space for the children local to this area unless they head into 

Christchurch. The large piece of play equipment was removed years ago 

and never replaced. It seems as if the children of Tuckton/Hengistbury 

Head and Southbourne have been forgotten about because it is deemed a 

more affluent area”

“…Seafield Gardens clearly deserves refurbishment; the equipment is 

outdated and the large climbing frame should be replaced. Even more 

importantly, antisocial behaviour has started to overshadow its potential as 

a community hub, yet local planning documents still recognise Seafield as a 

candidate for play area improvements and targeted enforcement to tackle 

anti-social misuse”

“Seafield Gardens MUGA needs to be completed asap. No consideration 

seems to have been given to the fact that older teenagers stop off in the 

park on their way home from St. Peter’s- and with little else to do, they 

damage the existing facilities and bowling greens. Plus, the climbing frame 

(for younger children) was removed last year and has not been replaced - 

nor does it seem to be on the plans”

“I think Seafield improvements should be prioritised. The slide was simply 

removed a couple of years back and with a small investment the play area 

could be much improved”

“Play equipment 

Making some areas nature play areas for natural free play” 
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Seafield Gardens & MUGA – changes to proposals

“Seafield Gardens is a vital and well used space for 8-12 year olds 

especially. It is a great place to bring together families and kids of 

different ages for football matches. It desperately needs a second goal 

(replacing the red goal with a better one would be great) and some more 

park equipment especially for that age group. We spend a huge amount 

of our week at both of these parks which are in walking distance of our 

home. There are no other parks nearby without using a car to get to and 

park at”

“It was with great sadness that the large apparatus was taken from 

Seafield Gardens. That park has never held quite the same appeal since 

losing the fantastic climbing frame and slide.  I know the children would 

feel the same loss if this park closes. I appreciate purse strings are tight. 

Is this something the community could come together over? Repainting 

equipment, cleaning plastics …”

“Seems that the vast majority are going to be in the future, as usual the 

poor relation”

“Seafield Gardens lost its main play feature around 2021. It’s lacking a 

better climbing / slide multi purpose apparatus for children aged 2-10. It 

would be a positive move to reinstate a similar feature. 

Seafield football area has secured the funding from the local parish to 

install new goals and extend the existing pitch. It would be good to get 

this work done asap as the football pitch attracts upwards of 15-20 kids 

sometimes who are all keen to play a game. Getting this work done 

would make a positive change for them”

“Please don’t close the Cranleigh Road and Seafield Gardens play areas 

at the same time, as Southbourne residents need either one of these 

open”

“Great place to play whilst waiting for car MOT at garage down the road. 

Used many times as a stop when walking from Tuckton to beach – it’s a 

long way for little legs. The play structure with the bridge was brilliant for 

young and older children”
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Seafield Gardens

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Seafield Gardens?

Base 166 Base 125

14%

34%

16%

17%

16%

2%

Never (23)

Occasionally (56)

Monthly (27)

Weekly (29)

Several times a week (27)

Daily (4)

7%

31%

44%

44%

49%

54%

61%

64%

68%

70%

70%

77%

80%

Other (please specify) (9)

Relaxing (39)

Rocking (55)

Spinning (55)

Seating (61)

Jumping (67)

Imagination (76)

Bouncing (80)

Swinging (85)

Sliding (87)

Balancing (88)

Adventure (96)

Climbing (100)
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Seafield Gardens - Activities

• Zip wire

• Climbing frames

• Bigger slide

• Trampoline

• Wooden play structures

• Picnic benches

• Nature play

• Sensory play

• Football goals

• Separate play areas

• Adult exercise area

• Refurbishment and resumed maintenance

Which of the following activities would you like to see Seafield Gardens – Other?
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10%

27%

40%

65%

72%

77%

Other (please specify) (10)

Target practice (28)

Ground markings (41)

Seating area (67)

Basketball / netball hoop (74)

Football goal / kick board (79)

Seafield Gardens MUGA

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to see 

at Seafield Gardens MUGA?

Base 158 Base 103

32%

28%

12%

16%

11%

%

Never (51)

Occasionally (45)

Monthly (19)

Weekly (26)

Several times a week (17)

Daily (0)
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Seafield Gardens MUGA - Activities

• Retain existing activities

• New equipment for older children

• Accessible play equipment

• Ball wall

• Skate and/or climbing features

• Tennis/volley ball net
• General maintenance

Which of the following activities would you like to see Seafield Gardens MUGA – Other?
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Seafield Gardens & MUGA - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

• Supportive of refurbishment

• More varied play equipment

• Shade provision

• Better seating

• More bins

• Accessible equipment 

• Resurfacing

“Seafield Gardens play area could do with some more seating, more bins 

and maybe a picnic bench. The friends of Seafield Gardens do a great 

job in tidying the area up and painting equipment. More variety of 

equipment would be good. A better climbing frame for older kids. More 

accessible equipment for disabilities. The two older kids’ swings are 

currently really high. Too high for my daughter to get on.” 

“MUGA - resurface the football playing area”

“Seafield Gardens and Seafield MUGA always feel a bit unloved when we 

go there, the goal is also not a great shape compared to a normal goal. A 

second goal and benches alongside would be great.  It's a big space and 

feels quite empty” 

“Plant trees around to provide shaded areas. Many of the play parks do 

not have shade, so that prohibits use, especially for young children…”

25 comments received
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Watermans Toddler and Junior

3 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

• 1 was in favour of refurbishment

• 2 were neutral

Comments addressed:

Supportive of refurbishment

Need for better toddler equipment

The floor materials

“Some new equipment”

“The Watermans park area is local to us. The toddler area is weird - the slide structure is too 

hard for toddlers and the platform at the top of the slide is so exposed, a wobbly toddler could 

easily go backwards off all 4 of those slides and it’s a long way to the ground. The ladder is 

also too hard for toddlers- the rungs are far apart and offer no protection from falling to the 

floor if the toddler slips. It seems like it’s aimed at 4/5+ but by then- especially if they have 

older siblings, they want to be in the junior park anyway! It would be great to extend the scope 

of the toddler area to welcome young ones (those who have just learned to walk) as the only 

part of this play area really good for the pre-schoolers are the baby swings. A low level slide or 

frame would be a great addition. My children are both past the toddler stage now but we barely 

went to this park when they were because there wasn't much for the youngest to do” 

“I would change the rubber flooring as I'm anaphylactic to rubber latex.

 I am unable to go to local parks with my granddaughters”
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15%

36%

42%

45%

45%

52%

52%

52%

55%

55%

58%

58%

61%

Other (please specify) (5)

Relaxing (12)

Imagination (14)

Jumping (15)

Spinning (15)

Balancing (17)

Seating (17)

Sliding (17)

Climbing (18)

Rocking (18)

Adventure (19)

Swinging (19)

Bouncing (20)

Watermans Junior

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Watermans Junior?

Base 128 Base 33

76%

13%

4%

2%

4%

2%

Never (97)

Occasionally (16)

Monthly (5)

Weekly (3)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (2)
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11%

35%

38%

49%

54%

57%

59%

59%

59%

62%

62%

65%

65%

Other (please specify) (4)

Spinning (13)

Relaxing (14)

Rocking (18)

Seating (20)

Swinging (21)

Adventure (22)

Imagination (22)

Jumping (22)

Balancing (23)

Bouncing (23)

Climbing (24)

Sliding (24)

Watermans Toddler

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Watermans Toddler?

Base 128 Base 37

77%

13%

2%

3%

4%

2%

Never (98)

Occasionally (16)

Monthly (3)

Weekly (4)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (2)
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Watermans Junior and Toddler - Activities 

• Gym equipment for children and adults

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Watermans Junior – Other? 

• Aim equipment at those who are learning to walk up 

to starting school age

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Watermans Toddler – Other? 
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Watermans Junior and Toddler - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Comments addressed:

• Supportive of refurbishment
“Watermans should be maintained, rather than trying to improve a small 

number of parks significantly it’s better to maintain and improve existing 

play spaces even just a small amount”

“Watermans is pretty well maintained” 

2 comments received
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The Rookery – Repurpose Greenspace

6 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

• 5 were against repurposing

• 1 was in favour

Comments addressed:

Value by the community

Important for children with SEND

Its uniqueness 

“The Rookery is a much loved nature based play area of 

which there is nothing like it locally”

“I think this proposal is very sensible. The Rookery is very close to Cranleigh. The play 

equipment is always vandalised at the Rookery as it's out of sight. It would be far better to 

spend more money on Cranleigh as it's used so much (being so close to the school) & is in 

such a poor state with little play equipment left”

“Ensure there is open access to the Rookery to 

encourage people to use it and feel safe”

“The Rookery - please save this play space for children who have SEND / ADHD and are 

unable to cope with other busy play spaces. The zip line is very much loved and needed for 

children and pre-teens who need to take some time under the shade of the trees to 

decompress. The rope swings are very much missed. Replace and put down woodchip 

around the equipment to avoid problems with long grass. The Rookery is loved and needs to 

be protected”

“Should be retained and updated” “I would not get rid of the Rookery” 
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The Rookery

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 131

69%

15%

8%

5%

2%

2%

Never (91)

Occasionally (19)

Monthly (11)

Weekly (6)

Several times a week (2)

Daily (2)
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The Rookery – alternative use ideas

42 comments were received in response to “If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see in The 

Rookery play space instead?”

• 37 made suggestions what could go in the play space if it was repurposed

• 5 preferred it to stay as a play space

Ideas included:

Zip wire Sensory garden Benches and seating Geocaching

Natural play elements
Scooter and balance 

bike trails

Native tree planting and 

wildflowers
Audio story features

Scavenger/find-me boards Community garden / 

allotment space

Working swings and 

basic play apparatus

Respectful use and maintenance of the 

space

Nature trail Fairy garden Football goals Climbable trees with safe fall zones

Hopscotch and ground 

markings for imagination 

games

Relaxation areas
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The Rookery – alternative use ideas

“If you aren't going to put play equipment back, at least leave the zip wire 

and make the area a space for kids to play in”
“Sounds a good plan to turn it back to nature with a fairy garden, nature 

trail, climbing over wooden structures.  Make it somewhere different from 

the ordinary play parks. I'm sure a lot could be done to it. Bird and bat 

boxes. Children activities like in the Parks Foundation spaces”
“Well maintained landscaping with benches, and scooter trails would be 

great” 

“Hopscotch markings, scooter trails, fairy gardens exploring space, other 

imagination games/areas that can be created or marked on the ground. 

Scavenger / find me boards for wildlife or for the plants/flowers that could 

be changed with the seasons which could be done as part of an already 

existing park check up” 

“Scooter and balance bike trail for 0-12 years. Natural play like logs/bug 

hunting would be fun and promote interest and engagement in nature. 

Nature based imagination trail or elements to engage with stories and 

reading. Nice place to sit- scan a QR code for an audio book or even a 

button you can press to hear a short story. Solar powered/dynamo to 

make it easy with power” 

“I support the idea of a natural woodland style plan here - tree climbing, 

logs to balance on etc”

“Geo-caching, trees and plants”

“The "fallen logs" will provide some interest but it would be better to have 

even a few other items to make it interesting, using the same type of 

materials, such as a rope swing or a rope bridge”

“Allotment space for growing plants/vegetables.”

“Nature focused family engagement “

“Something to encourage outdoor activity - nature trail, scooter trail as 

potential examples”
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Ideas Wall
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Ideas Wall – other comments
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In response to comment 
“Why restrict play areas 
to younger people and 
why not expand to cover 
65+ year olds??”

“It's a play park for children not old foggies”

Riverlands / Tuckton Tea 
Gardens

“Upgrade the Riverside play area. Don't move it to Tuckton Tea 
Gardens.
Stop the Council closing play areas. BCP have sold car parks to 
property developers, play areas will be next.”
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