
Out of Zone

Ref Play Space Recommendation

6 Alum Chine Refurbishment

25 Broadstone Recreation Ground Refurbishment

29 Central Gardens Refurbishment

30 Charter Road Refurbishment

31 Charter Road BMX Refurbishment

47
Fenners Field Recreation Ground 

Natural Play
Refurbishment

48 Fenners Field Recreation Ground Refurbishment

Out of Zone we consulted on 14 play spaces

• There were 18 respondents to the out of zone survey

• 1 idea was posted on the ideas wall

Ref Play Space Recommendation

87 Littlemoor Avenue Replacement

93 Merley Ways Recreation Ground Refurbishment

111 Paddington Grove Repurpose Greenspace

138 Sandbanks Replacement

164 Treasure Island Replacement

172 Westbourne Close Refurbishment

173 Westbourne Close Rebound Wall Refurbishment
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Proposals 

Base 14

Are there any of the out of zone proposals you would want to change?

I wouldn’t change any of the proposals

29% of respondents wouldn’t change the proposals for 

those play spaces out of zone

• 13 comments were received in response to:

“What would you change about the proposals?”

• Some comments addressed multiple play 

spaces.

• The following slides show the number of 

comments per play space.

7%

7%

7%

7%

7%

7%

14%

21%

21%

29%

Charter Road (1)

Westbourne Close Rebound Wall (1)

Littlemoor Avenue (1)

Sandbanks (1)
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Merley Ways Recreation Ground (3)

I wouldn't change any of the
proposals (4)
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Alum Chine – Refurbishment

• 3 comments were neutral

3 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Replacement rather than refurbishment Poor condition of equipment

Safety Wide age range
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Alum Chine – changes to proposals

“Alum Chine and Westbourne Close could do with some additional play 

equipment, especially for the under 5-year-olds. The Alum Chine slide is 

far too big for little ones and the Westbourne Close climbing frames are 

too high for little ones. How about some trampolines and smaller 

slides/climbing frames?”

“All 3 play parks in the Westbourne area are in a very poor state and yet 

are very popular and attended regularly by many. All of those or at least 2 

of them should be refurbished now and not when additional funding is 

available” 

“Alum Chine is very popular due to its location but is poorly designed 

with few opportunities for children’s physical play. The boat structure 

has an appropriate seaside theme but children have few choices for 

getting on and off, or for what to do on it. Children get stuck at the top 

of the slide as it seems to have an anti-slip surface and they cannot 

slide down it. If they could, it would be dangerous as they would go 

straight into a tree. The telescope is at adult height and children cannot 

use it, despite their best efforts. There are too few different pieces of 

equipment for the space. The playground is disappointing and 

frustrating for the children of visitors and residents. The equipment and 

layout should be redesigned and the playground replaced rather than 

refurbished”
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Alum Chine

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 14

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Alum Chine?

Base 10

29%

29%

14%

21%

7%

Never (4)

Occasionally (4)

Monthly (2)

Weekly (3)

Several times a week (1)

Daily (0)
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Alum Chine – Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Alum Chine – Other?

“Just clear the litter to keep it safe and check for smoking. Much better 

than just buying more stuff. Ensure equipment is safe for older children 

and adults as well so that parents and grandparents can also use them or 

at least some of them” 
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Broadstone Recreation Ground - Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Broadstone Recreation Ground – Other?

“Just clear the litter to keep it safe and check for smoking. Much better 

than just buying more stuff. Ensure equipment is safe for older children 

and adults as well so that parents and grandparents can also use them or 

at least some of them”
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Broadstone Recreation Ground

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 8

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Broadstone Recreation Ground?

Base 6

3

2

2

1

Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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Central Gardens - Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Central Gardens – Other?

“Patrol frequently for junkies and keep the vegetation cut back hard on 

the pathways to the play area. Take a look at Poole Park to see how 

they've cut a hedge down at several points to give better lines of vision 

for a safer park at various formerly notorious spots”
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Central Gardens

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 11

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Central Gardens?

Base 7

45%

27%

9%

18%

Never (5)

Occasionally (3)

Monthly (1)

Weekly (2)

Several times a week (0)

Daily (0)
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Charter Road - Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 8

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Charter Road?

Base 2

8Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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Charter Road BMX – Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

What ideas do you have for improving 

the Charter Road BMX area?

“Have a public meeting publicised via all of the BMX shops”

“Toddler/pre-school friendly area as well as an advanced area 

for young adults”

2 comments received

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 8

8Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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Fenners Field Natural Play – Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 9

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Fenners Field Natural Play?

Base 2

5
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1
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Never
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Monthly
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Several times a week

Daily
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Fenners Field – Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 9

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Fenners Field?

Base 2
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Merley Ways – Refurbishment

• 3 comments were generally supportive of the proposal

3 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Timeliness Replacement not refurbishment

“I feel the space needs more than a refurbishment however I also wanted 

to add any upgrade still feels exciting and promising” 

“Recreation ground/park is used regularly by children and adults of all 

ages and would benefit from a refurbishment as soon as possible”

“Merley Ways play park needs updating with new swings and also more 

play equipment for children aged between five years to ten years old. If 

possible and guided by grandchildren we would like a climbing frame, 

and a mini roundabout and please, please could we have a table tennis 

table. A picnic table would also benefit us Grandmas” 
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Merley Ways

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 10

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Merley Ways?

Base 4

4

2

1

3

Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily

Other* -“Table tennis”

Out of Zone – Page 16

1

1

2

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

Other*

Relaxing

Adventure

Imagination

Rocking

Spinning

Bouncing

Jumping

Balancing

Seating

Climbing

Sliding

Swinging



Merley Ways – Improvements

“Merley Ways recreation park - refurbish the existing swings - repairs to 

existing seating - refurb existing slide - take out 'bouncy item' - add a 

rope climbing frame and some small logs for balancing /enabling 

imagination etc.”

“Merley Ways is my doorstep play area so passionate about this park’s 

refurbishment and would like to see a range of equipment suitable for 

toddlers and teenagers. My children and I will often visit after school and 

arrange to meet other children there for play dates.”

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:
• Refurbishment of existing swings & slide

• Repairs to existing seating 

• Removal of the bouncy item 

• Rope climbing frame 

• Balancing logs

• Imaginative play 

• Wide age range of activities

2 comments received
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Westbourne Close – Refurbishment

• 2 comments were neutral

2 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Timeliness Popularity of play space

Refurbishment needed Age range of equipment

“All 3 play parks in the Westbourne area are in a very poor state and yet 

are very popular and attended regularly by many. All of those or at least 2 

of them should be refurbished now and not when additional funding is 

available” 

"Alum Chine and Westbourne Close could do with some additional play 

equipment, especially for the under 5 year olds. The Alum Chine slide is 

far too big for little ones and the Westbourne Close climbing frames are 

too high for little ones. How about some trampolines and smaller 

slides/climbing frames?"
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Westbourne Close

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 11

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Westbourne Close?

Base 5

64%

9%

18%

9%

Never (7)

Occasionally (0)

Monthly (0)

Weekly (1)

Several times a week (2)

Daily (1)
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Westbourne Close – Improvements

“Westbourne Close needs a new surface and new equipment, although 

the monkey bar equipment should be replaced with a similar one as this 

is one of the best pieces of equipment in the whole BCP area. The park 

should be made bigger, with the nearby green space to be adapted as 

there is a lot of ASB going on there. Perhaps there could be a social 

garden space added, bushes trimmed and maybe additional equipment 

added. Basketball/football field should be kept but resurfaced” 

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:
• New floor surface

• Monkey bars

• Increase size

• Social garden space

• Basketball

• Football

1 comment received
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Westbourne Close Rebound Wall – Refurbishment

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

“All 3 play parks in the Westbourne area are in a very poor state and yet 

are very popular and attended regularly by many. All of those or at least 2 

of them should be refurbished now and not when additional funding is 

available” 

1 comment received

What ideas do you have for improving the Westbourne Close Rebound Wall?

“One basketball net at a lower height and one at the standard height. 

Some seating alongside for spectators” 

“Make the surface around it level and weed free. Provide bins to enable 

rubbish to be collected”
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Westbourne Close Rebound Wall

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 10

7

2

1

Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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Littlemoor Avenue – Replacement

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

“Littlemoor Avenue. I live on this street and my child uses this play park.. It’s very tired 

with all the equipment rusting. The soft surfacing is coming away in chunks creating 

trip hazards with the park area! The swing seat enclosure is broken and chunks of it 

are coming away in places. Many children use this park in our community and we 

would love to see this considered in phase 1 due to the amount of disrepair currently 

present.”
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Littlemoor Avenue

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 9

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Littlemoor Avenue?

Base 3

7

1

1

Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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Sandbanks - Replacement

“These spaces are at the heart of the community and at the heart of tourism so serve a dual purpose and contribute to both the local environment and 

help keep tourism, improving business on the high streets, driving business in the local pubs and restaurants and most importantly provide a special place 

for young families. These should be accelerated” 

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Sandbanks – Other?

“Zip wires”
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Sandbanks

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 11

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Sandbanks?

Base 7

18%

45%

27%

9%

Never (2)

Occasionally (5)

Monthly (3)

Weekly (0)

Several times a week (1)

Daily (0)
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Treasure Island - Replacement

“These spaces are at the heart of the community and at the heart of tourism so serve a dual purpose and contribute to both the local environment and 

help keep tourism, improving business on the high streets, driving business in the local pubs and restaurants and most importantly provide a special place 

for young families. These should be accelerated” 

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

“We love the imagination play that happens at the Treasure Island play 

area. The replacement equipment should offer similar inspiration. The 

multi-person swing is our favourite, please keep it! Treasure Island would 

benefit from some more equipment for toddlers.”

1 comment received
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Treasure Island

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 10

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Treasure Island?

Base 5

5

2

1

1

1

Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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General Comments – Improvements

“Rubbish is a big issue. Regular clean up/ collections and sturdy bins 

would be a big help.”

“Frequent patrols to check for litter, drunks and dogs. All of them.”

5 comments received

“Consider elements of natural play e.g planting, slopes, mounds. Would 

be nice if they were less fenced in and more open. Built from more 

natural materials.”

“Take a look at the play areas in Berlin. Industrial fire proof metal 

equipment. No messing.”

“Would be nice to see more natural apparatus wood instead of rusting 

metal” 
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Paddington Grove – Repurpose Greenspace

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

“Don't repurpose it. Play spaces for children are precious and can't be replaced. Many women and older people who look after children don't have access 

to a car so that forcing them to buy a car to be able to take children to a play area could be prohibitively expensive and cause parking problems nearby”

If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see in the Paddington Grove play space instead?

“Don't repurpose it. It is right next to a residential area so children can 

play outside their own houses without having to be taken somewhere 

else. A very sad loss if you take it away. Get more funding by putting up 

council tax, or declare bankruptcy as a council. Providing play is a 

statutory duty under the Education Act so govt advisors running the 

council could choose to keep it.” 

“More greenery or a community 

garden.” 

“Landscaping” 

“A garden type of park where there's little paths that children could 

explore, as well as seating for relaxation and an area for picnics.”

Suggestions included:
• More greenery

• Community garden

• Landscaping

• Seating

• Picnic area

• Small paths for exploration
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Paddington Grove

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 8

8Never

Occasionally

Monthly

Weekly

Several times a week

Daily
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General Comments

“Whitecliff is not listed above, but I would love to see a basketball court 

either here or in Poole Park/Baiter, which would be incredibly popular with 

local children and encourage year round active play”

“Alderney play space: The whole flooring needs to be renewed after 

it had a fire a few years back the ground was stained black. This 

means this black now gets everything covered - the kids’ shoes, their 

clothes, their hands, footballs, everything. When I had my daughter I 

couldn’t even let her play in there when she was crawling as she’d end 

up covered in the black ash that stained the ground. 

You’re able to see this especially after putting in a new play equipment 

that needed a new ground to it. 

I’ve been arguing about this since it happened but still no one has 

given us any reply or feedback. Our kids cannot play freely in this area 

without being absolutely covered in black from the flooring!” 

“Allenby Road play area needs refurbishment, the equipment is old and 

inadequate. There is nothing suitable for toddlers and younger children.”

“I am disappointed that these play areas have not been prioritised in the 

initial round of spending. With no allocated budget I am concerned this 

much needed work will never be completed”

Out of Zone – Page 32



Ideas Wall
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