Zone 8

In Zone 8 we consulted on 9 play spaces

Ref Play Space Recommendation Ref Play Space Recommendation
18 |Boscombe Edwardian Gardens Repurpose Greenspace 77 Kings Park Ashley Road Replacement
33 Churchill Gardens Replacement 79 | Kings Park Clarence Road Replacement
50 Fishermans Walk Refurbishment 86 Littledown Seniors Replacement
60 Harewood Juniors Repurpose Greenspace 145 Shelley Park Refurbishment
61 Harewood Toddlers Repurpose Greenspace

Zone 8 play spaces

@ torepurpose

* There were 89 respondents to the Zone 8 survey s e PO
* There were 2 ideas posted on the ideas wall
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BCP
Proposals

Are there any of the Zone 8 proposals you would want to change?

Harewood Toddlers (50 60% .
W (50) Harewood Toddlers and Juniors

Harewood Juniors (43) S1% 60% and 51% of respondents wanted to change the

17% proposals for Harewood Toddlers and Harewood Juniors
respectively

| wouldn't change any of the
proposals (14)

Kings Park - Clarence Road (10) 12%
Kings Park - Ashley Road (9) 1% « 73 comments were received in response to:
113 7”
Boscombe Edwardian Gardens @) B 5% What would you change about the proposals:

« Some comments addressed multiple play
Fishermans Walk (4) 5% spaces.

» The following slides show the number of

Littledown Seniors (3) 4%
comments per play Space.

Churchill Gardens (3) 4%

Shelley Park (3) 4%

Base 84
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Harewood Toddlers — Repurpose Greenspace

49 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

* 48 were against the proposal to repurpose the play space
* 1 suggested that instead of two parks it would better to have one larger play area on the site
of the Harewood Juniors play space

Comments addressed:

Essential for toddlers Keeping and updating the play space
The community value of the space SEN accessibility
Proximity to local schools Child development
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Harewood Toddlers i

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (11) 14%
Several times a week (22) 29%
Weekly (7) 9%
Monthly (3) 4%
Occasionally (14) 18%

Never (19) 25%

Base 76
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Harewood Toddlers — changes to proposals

“Two play parks are not needed but both have been massively under
maintained for years and therefore under used. Better to have one larger
play area on the site of the Harewood Juniors play park and plant a mini

forest on the toddlers’ site to provide a more natural play/explore area”

“Harewood Toddlers is the only playground for toddlers in that area,
please do not remove it! The other nearby playgrounds are too big for
little ones”

“...Harewood Toddlers should be refurbished. It is too far to walk to the
next nearest playground from the top part of Littledown. There is no
public transport in this area going to another playground. Toddlers and
children in this area will be totally deprived of playgrounds”

“Both junior and toddlers’ spaces should be retained and refurbished”

“This park is unique because it is designed for toddlers, there are no
other parks in the area that | know of that are designed for that age. Re-
purposing to green space is just another way of saying it will be removed
which is absolutely despicable. This will leave our 5 year old with no park

in the area. The park is enjoyed by many children on their walk home

from school, how can you even consider removing it?”
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“Harewood Toddlers is the only playground in the local area with small,
toddler appropriate equipment. It enables toddlers to become confident
with play equipment and to make mistakes while learning about their
spatial awareness and their own ability without doing it from a great
height on often very large and overwhelming equipment. It also means
that older children are not in there, making it a safe environment for
younger children to learn and explore. Removing or repurposing this
area will be taking away a large part of the childhood of children who
live around this area. It is a very popular park in the middle of a
housing development which is predominantly full of families. It is also
highly appealing to SEN children as the equipment is of a safe height
and those who are physically compromised can access it”

“The primary importance of the Harewood Avenue playgrounds lies in
their uniquely sheltered and tranquil environment. This makes them an
essential sanctuary for many local children with disabilities and Special

Educational Needs (SEN). Unlike the larger, busier parks, this quieter
setting allows children with sensory processing disorders or anxiety to

play without becoming quickly overwhelmed. For these families, the
Harewood playgrounds are not just a preference; they are often the
only viable local option for outdoor play. Removing these facilities would
directly discriminate against and isolate some of the most vulnerable
children in our community”

BCP

Council



Harewood Toddlers — changes to proposals

“Instead of being removed, these vital community assets should be repaired,
upgraded, and protected. | urge the council to recognise their unique value
and commit to investing in their future for the continued health and benefit of
the Harewood community”

“Local play parks allow parents/grandparents to give their children 10
minutes (that might stretch to an hour) on the way home from school, build
communities and foster independence. Parents are busy and children are

stressful, if going to the park isn't easy then parents won't go, or they will
go somewhere else and drive. Parents want to use a very local park when
possible as it allows the children to walk, scoot or ride - if it is too far,
parents will drive and park or not go at all and the children will miss out on
these opportunities”

“We use this regularly for our child and it's a hub for parents to meet up.
These parks have been neglected in recent years but are still regularly
used, especially the big slide. We pay a premium council tax rate and would
have no local playground, apart from Littledown main park/centre.

The council need to stop these cutbacks on essential child development
activities and stop spending on unnecessary council internal spending”.

“...The site’s proximity to numerous primary schools makes it a lovely after
school option for children to socialise. | appreciate other parks will be
regenerated however there are no plans for a toddler specific park, and it
would be a great shame to lose such a unique, safe and well-loved park in a
residential area...”
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“l, and many families | know, have used the Harewood Toddlers park
regularly since we had our first child. The area has a lot of young families
who, like us, took their babies/toddlers/preschooler age kids there to play -
but more importantly, to meet other families. No other parks close by have a
dedicated area for small children, where you don’t have to worry about
them being overwhelmed by bigger kids”

“| personally use these parks a lot for my two young children. The toddler
park especially is fantastic as it is the only park in the vicinity which | feel
comfortable taking my two-year-old to knowing the equipment is well suited
and it won’t be over-run with older children making it unsafe / dangerous. |
am in shock that this has been earmarked to be disposed of, it would be a
huge loss for all young children in the area, whoever has suggested this
has clearly not done their research on how well used and how loved it is by
the younger children and their parents”

“‘Harewood Toddlers in particular, has played a key role in my daughter's
physical development. We either walked past or played at these
playgrounds nearly every day starting at about 6 months until she started at
nursery at age 3. She was always afraid to play at the "big" playground at
Littledown, especially in the summer when it's busy”

“Harewood Toddlers is very popular locally. It is a perfect space for very
young children, why not keep this park and make better use of the space
and make it suitable for children up to age 7/8 given its proximity to
Avonwood Primary School”

BCP

Council



Harewood Toddlers — Repurpose

58 comments were received to the question “If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see
there instead?”

» 46 preferred Harewood Toddlers to remain as a toddler park
* 12 made suggestions for alternative uses

Concerns included: Ideas included:
* Loss of community space * Nature and green spaces
« Unique play space for toddlers « Tree planting
« Update not repurpose » Scooter trails
« Maintenance and safety « Secret garden
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Harewood Toddlers — alternative use ideas

“This is an ideal park for toddlers & children from Avonwood after school. It
is one of a kind, so green with woods that children love to spend time in,
lots of soft grass. It just needs updating, we don’t need more green areas in
this place, it is full of green areas, we need a safe place like this to take our
children to. Kings Park is concrete, no shade, not even a single tree there,
Littledown is too far from Avonwood to go after school.

Please reconsider and save these parks”

“Save this space! It's so important to have play spaces that are safe for
toddlers, without the risk of bumping into bigger older children. It's a lovely
little park - well used by the Avonwood Primary School community. Can’t
JPMorgan sponsor it as it's on their doorstep? There must be a creative
way to save this space”

“I do not want this site repurposed. This is my favourite park where we have
spent the most time with my children growing up. | think it has great value
particularly as the equipment is smaller for younger children to use safely

whilst learning important gross motor skills essential for child development. |

can’t think of another park in the area that offers that”

“We need this toddler park”
“‘Keep it a park”

“‘New play equipment. We use it daily and it would leave a huge social hole
in our children's lives as we go after school most days along with other
Avonwood Junior School children”
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BCP

Council

“I would like to see it kept and refurbished. It is designed for toddlers so is
unique and at that age, they cannot walk far enough to Littledown or Kings
Park. Those are aimed at older kids anyway. My 5 year old enjoys this park
every day on the walk home from school and we have lots of memories
from there”

“This site should not be repurposed. It is the perfect place to take younger
children, and | have often taken children that | have been babysitting to this
area as it is in close proximity to the estate and it allows toddlers to be in a
safe area away from bigger kids.
The park is already there, just fix the equipment”

“This is a simple park but so loved by little ones locally. It wouldn’t take much
to improve this with some simple play equipment”

“I really feel this should not be repurposed. | know a lot of other play areas
are nearby but there are many families with young children in the
immediate locality. We have ... young children ...and on stressful days,
this park has been a lifeline, a pressure release valve for local families who
could get to a play area without driving or travelling far. At the very least,
don't pull it down yet, the equipment is still usable. Older children could
cycle to Littledown, but little ones don't have the same abilities or
freedoms. If you could only save one out of Littledown Toddlers or Juniors,
try and save this one”



Harewood Toddlers — alternative use ideas ont

“This would be a nice space for a maze, or nature enjoyment with different “The kids love the trees. If they could climb the trees and build dens while
zones to explore, also love the idea of scooter trails as a lot of the the parents had somewhere to sit that would be great. It does need some
pavements are too poor (bumpy and irregular) around Springbourne for swings for the little ones, but a nature park would be fantastic”

young children to scoot safely. Spots to picnic as families “

“A dog park”
“Back to nature project. Wild land”

“| asked my 7 year old. She thinks this is a great spot to stop at when we try
“Small woodland with low trees that can be climbed, similar to areas near and cycle to Littledown and could have seating and bamboo arches. She
footpath near Highcliffe Castle” suggested a secret garden you can stop and sit in, maybe with things that
smell nice and make sounds!”

“Woodland, scooter trail”
“Something play related still”

“Scooter trails, woodland areas with nature dens, bird boxes, wildlife hotels
and nature trails. Also seating and picnic benches” “‘Relaxing environment with a pond?”

“Park benches, more dog fouling bins” “Tree planting, landscaping, and benches and seating”
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Harewood Juniors — Repurpose Greenspace

43 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

* 41 were against the proposal to repurpose the play space
« 2 suggested it could possibly be repurposed

Comments addressed:

Keeping and updating the play space Proximity to local schools
The community value of the space Child wellbeing and development
ASB
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Harewood Juniors i

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (11) 15%
Several times a week (15) 20%
Weekly (6) 8%
Monthly (2) 3%
Occasionally (23) 31%

Never (18) 24%

Base 75
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Harewood Juniors — changes to proposals

“It frequently hosts groups of late teens not using the play equipment but
hanging around blasting music and being anti-social.
Maybe a safe enclosed dog play area could be used in its place instead?
Slades Farm is too far to go”

“...Older children 5+ can scoot/ride/walk to Kings Park/Littledown (and |
therefore understand why we could remove Harewood Juniors), but for small
children, having something like the toddler park nearby is important...”

“Refurbish these when budget available”

“Harewood Juniors and Toddlers; it is too vague what "repurposing" would
mean. It is disgraceful that this area is left to be a wilderness in the summer
months under the guise of re-wilding. This has always been a well used and

loved play area and should be tidied up, so it is fit for purpose. It is near
several schools and attracts many children who would otherwise have no
play area nearby”

“‘Harewood Juniors and Toddlers are used regularly by school children on
their way home. They are great areas for a run around to let off energy after
the school day and to lose them would be a huge loss to the local
community. We use them regularly and have had a lot of fun. Harewood
Juniors needs significant improvement but it's a great space that could be
really lovely with some new equipment”
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BCP

Council

“I would keep these playgrounds active, alive. Please do not take them
away from our children. They need them and the community needs them.
These playgrounds provide excellent spaces for children to relax and let off
steam after all day at school at Avonwood and Avonbourne. Aware of tough
situation but there must be a way to keep them”

“Harewood Juniors and Harewood Toddlers were amazing parks. It is so
sad that they have been left to ruin. With the close proximity to schools,
they have been a place for parents to meet and foster community. My
children spent hundreds of happy hours there. The 're-wilding' cost saving
project of the areas around these parks have stolen hundreds of hours of
outdoor football from my children as | have not been able to let them walk
to Littledown Park by themselves as there are often drug dealers and other
anti social people at the top of the hill”

“‘Removing Harewood Juniors takes away a social meet up area for older
children, including children at the local secondary schools. After school,
both parks are busy and bustling with children who are running around and
socialising with their friends whilst exercising, instead of being on their
phones or demonstrating antisocial behaviour elsewhere. | would invite the
council to come and observe how popular these parks are for all age of
children and recognise that there are not similar facilities for small children
within the vicinity. | would also invite the council to come and observe the
footfall of these parks after school and during school holidays”



Harewood Juniors — changes to proposals B

“This area used to benefit hugely from the previous climbing frame
equipment. Young children and teenagers loved using it together. Due to
damage this was removed, which is understandable for safety. After its
removal the rest of the park suffered decline and teenagers became the
only users, mostly before and after school. Investment in a single type of
“assault course” piece of equipment could be used instead of the swings
etc already present. The problem with this area is the lack of surveillance,
especially by local policing and school staff. If the area felt safer and more
looked after | believe this could be a great addition to the area as both
Avonwood and Avonbourne use this area”

“Keep both sites and replace equipment”

“These parks are vital to the area. The Littledown area on the Harewood
Avenue side has so little recreational area and these parks are loved by the
local children. | cannot understand why they would be repurposed”

“I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposal to repurpose
or remove the playgrounds in the Harewood Avenue area. These facilities
are not redundant; they are essential, well-used community assets that
provide a unique and vital service that cannot be replicated by larger,
destination parks like Littledown or Kings Park...”

‘Do not remove the play area”
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“I would also retain the two Harewood play parks as they provide vital
options for a toddler safe space without older children. The giant slide is
quite unique and well loved. Could we not seek support from JP Morgan

where this playground is on their doorstep - maybe sponsor it the same way
we have sponsored roundabouts. Please save them!”

“Harewood Juniors and Harewood Toddlers should be replaced. These
parks we use after school on almost a daily basis on our walk home and it
would be a huge loss if they were demolished. The big slide is particularly

loved by my children, and | don’t think there is anything like that in the area”

“Harewood Juniors and Toddlers, great to have these playgrounds especially
when Kings Park or Littledown are very busy”

“...It would do the area a tremendous disservice to close these
playgrounds. They are used by preschool and school aged children alike,
thanks to the proximity to the Avonwood schools nearby. If these areas are
left derelict as proposed in this development, they will likely become a
magnet for young adults and teens who are looking for an area to
congregate undisturbed. | imagine this will attract increased vandalism over
time...”



Harewood Juniors — Repurpose

58 comments were received to the question “If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see
there instead?”

« 36 preferred Harewood Juniors to remain as a juniors park
* 21 made suggestions for alternative uses
1 expressed concern about attracting teens due to littering, smoking, and misuse of e-scooters and

bikes.
Concerns included: Ideas included:
* Loss of community space * Nature and green spaces
« Update not repurpose « Tree planting
« Maintenance and safety « Scooter trails
« Use by teenagers « Sensory garden
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BCP

Harewood Juniors — alternative use ideas

“I would like this to continue as a park but with improved equipment”

“It is not close to Littledown and Kings Park for little legs. This park NEEDS
to be kept and maintained. Water play like in Boscombe Gardens would be
great using the underground natural spring that runs through it”

“This should not be repurposed. This is an actively used playground”

“I like what's there, it just needs updating”

“You need to be careful about creating spaces for people to hang around
here. Prime spot for antisocial behaviour from the secondary school kids
and the illegal electric scooter and bike lot that like to race down that cycle
path almost daily. | would be very worried to see this place used as
anything other than a young children's play park. Please don't encourage
teenage gatherings here. Litter is an issue”

“Please keep this park! It's well used and is the hub of a community.
Parents use this space to walk to and from school. Without the play parks
this space risks becoming quite a dangerous space to walk through. The

fact it is designed for older children is great, as it helps keep the toddler
park safer for little ones”
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“I would not like to see this area re-purposed. Before it was left to ruin, it
was used by so many families, not just the ones on the Littledown
estate. It is the perfect stop off for parents picking their children up from
school. My children spent so many hours on the old fort. BCP is making
the mistake in saying that it isn't being used. It is in ruins and would be
used if it was refurbished. It already has the fencing and area set out. If
it is to be repurposed, then the inclusion of outdoor gym equipment
would be good. This would allow Avonbourne students to use it on their
way home from school. The Littledown centre has priced many
teenagers out of being able to use the gym so this might improve the
health and mental health outcomes for this demographic that has had
everything taken away from them. Additionally, a basketball hoop would
be good and outside the enclosed area, a football goal and actually a
place where the grass is cut and is able to be used would be good. The
're-wilding' cost-cutting has really ruined this area and turned it into a
wasteland with rubbish and dog poo”

“I do not want this site repurposed | feel it will be a great loss. It is not that
close to Littledown”

‘Do not remove this - | cannot understand why this has even been proposed
given the number of young families in the area”



Harewood Juniors — alternative use ideas

“I think it's important to have a space for the adventurous older children to
enjoy safely, skating ramps perhaps and larger climbing options and the
area seems to need that with the schools close by”
“Wildflowers, seating”

“A park, trampoline area.

Wooden beams for balancing like the ones at Moors Valley. They don’t take
much upkeep”

“Scooter trails, woodland areas with nature dens, bird boxes, wildlife hotels
and nature trails. Also seating and picnic benches”

“Wooden climbing opportunities”

“A space where children can let out their energy on their way home.
Something with climbing and building friendships”

“Scooter trails or balance bike trails”
“Something for younger children”
“Basketball court”

“Wildflower meadow. Sensory garden or herb garden for locals to use”
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“Scooter track”
“Park benches. More dog fouling bins”

“Tree planting, benches and seating, and hopscotch trails”

“Harewood Juniors and Toddlers could be repurposed to have a golf course
if there is no intention of refurbishing the existing equipment. This could be
the first free, open access course of its kind in Dorset, it could even be 18
holes if used with Kings Park and Littledown Park. The space is well used

by students from the three schools and would benefit from a unique
attraction that still preserves green space whilst having minimal upfront
cost or maintenance”

“Back to nature project. Wild land”

“Wildflower meadow with bug hotels, pathways cut through the grass so
children can run through”

“Scooter trails would be perfect here; | wouldn’t want it any further built up
with trees as it’s near to the school and it could attract kids / adults drinking -
unsafe environment when it is a brilliant access area to get to Littledown”

“Dog play space. Safe enclosed area for pups to run around.
Or...
A beautiful wildflower meadow for bees and butterflies. And | don’t mean just
left to go wild like the grass!”



Boscombe Edwardian Gardens — Repurpose Greenspace

BCP

3 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

« 2 were against the proposal to repurpose the play space
+ 1 suggested avoiding the installation of table tennis equipment

Comments addressed:

Keeping the play space

The community value of the space

Children’s access to open space
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“Can you STOP putting everywhere tennis tables/ping pong tables? This is
ridiculous. Kids don’t use them. Do you own the company that produces
them?”

“Keep the parks that are meant to be repurposed. | think they are important

for the community”

“It's important for children to access space so | do not agree to any current
play areas to be repurposed. Is this another money-making idea from BCP
as you have run out of car parks to sell?”



Boscombe Edwardian Gardens

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (1) 2%
Several times a week (1) 2%
Weekly (1) 2%
Monthly (5) 8%
Occasionally (13) 20%

Never (45) 68%

Base 66
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Boscombe Edwardian Gardens

20 comments were received to the question “If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see
there instead?”

- 2 preferred Boscombe Edwardian Gardens to remain as a play space
* 18 made suggestions for alternative uses

Concerns included: Ideas included:

« Update not repurpose * Nature and green spaces
« Tree planting

« Scooter trails
« Splash park
« Seating
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BCP

Boscombe Edwardian Gardens — alternative use ideas

“My ...children...would be sad to see this little boat go. They have both spent
time playing imagination games in this boat growing up”

“The site should be retained and add some additional equipment for small
children and toddlers”

“Slide”

“Seating areas designed for interaction, a mix of active areas for kids (low
stepping stones for example) and some interesting features about the local
area”

“Scooter trails, woodland areas with nature dens, bird boxes, wildlife hotels
and nature trails. Also seating and picnic benches”

“Similar items to Moors Valley nature/ sound gardens. Optical illusion areas.
Walks to the seafront intertwined”

“Rocking, climbing, seating”
“‘More trees or seating”

“Seating, hopscotch, quoits, skipping area (bring your own ropes)”
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“A splash park! Let’'s do something amazing and creative right by the sea”
“Seating area or benches to view the sea”
“Benches and seating, shade and rest area”
“Seating, planting flowers”
“Seating?”
“Park benches, rubbish bins”
“Tree planting and benches and seating”
“Scooter trail”
“More variety, sensory play”
“Scooter trails

Benches
Trees”

“Landscaping and benches, hopscotch markings”



Fisherman’s Walk - Refurbishment

4 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

« 3 were in support of refurbishment
* 1 concerned the quality of the sand

Comments addressed:

Sand Replacement rather than refurbishment

Safety and accessibility Wide range of activities for all ages
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Fisherman’s Walk — changes to proposals

“I would like to strongly recommend that the Fisherman’s Walk playground is
not just refurbished but fully replaced once funding is available.

This site is unique in that it is not only a local amenity but also a draw for
visitors due to its prominent cliffside location. Many tourists and day-trippers
use the playground because of its position by the lift and zig zag, yet the
council’s current usage metrics (which appear to focus on permanent resident
children in the immediate area) do not reflect this wider demand. A more
ambitious redevelopment would therefore have a broader impact than the
consultation materials currently suggest.

Investment in a modern, high-quality and inclusive playground would
generate tangible economic benefits for the council. By attracting more
families to stay longer in the area, usage of the cliff lift, local cafés and
promenade stalls would increase, boosting council revenue streams beyond
the playground itself.

Accessibility is also a major concern. The current sand-based surface is
unsuitable for children with mobility needs, making the playground far from
inclusive. The sand may also raise safety questions in terms of cushioning
falls compared to modern play surfaces. Additionally, the abrupt concrete step
down into the play area presents a trip hazard, which does not meet
contemporary standards for safe design.

In short, a simple refurbishment would be a missed opportunity. With its
location and potential visitor catchment, the Fisherman’s Walk playground
should be brought fully up to modern standards through a complete
replacement, ensuring accessibility, safety, and long-term benefit for both
residents and visitors”
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‘I assume this is the 'sand park' on the cliff. | think it should be a
priority as the whole site and golf feature are scruffy. The
surrounding pampas grass has sharp leaves and children break
bits off which end up in the sand. The seating and surroundings
need smartening up. People still take dogs in despite notices”

‘Fisherman's Walk.- we all call it the sandy park. The wrong sand
was used at the last replacement of it & it is too fine, just a slight
wind & it is in your eyes”

“Fisherman’s Walk needs a total new set up for multiple ages. It's
a super busy area”

BCP

Council




BCP

1 ) nci
Fisherman’s Walk
How often do you / your children / your Which of the following activities would you like to
grandchildren currently use these play spaces? see at Fisherman’s Walk?

Daily (2) 3% Adventure (38) 75%
Sliding (32) 63%
Several times a week (5) 7% Balancing (32) 63%
Climbing (31) 61%
Weekly (6) 8% Swinging (30) 59%
Imagination (25) 49%
I [0)
Monthly (16) 219, Bouncing (22) 43%,
Seating (21) 41%
Jumping (20) 39%
Occasionally (27) 36% o
Spinning (16) 31%
Rocking (15) 29%
Never (19) 25% Relaxing (9) 18%
Other (2) 4%

Base 75 Base 51
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Fisherman’s Walk - Activities o

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Fisherman’s Walk — Other?

+ Child swing

« More equipment for children over 5

« Spinning or bouncing element

« Wobbly board or similar spring-based balance equipment
« Climbing and sliding structures

 Increase the overall quantity of play equipment

“‘Keep it as it is”

“It would be great to replace the toddler swing with a child swing ... There isn't much
for over 5s in the playground. It would also be great to replace the digger which was
removed last year with a spinning element, or maybe a bouncing element. A wobbly
board or similar would be great - those ones with springs that you stand on. There's
good climbing stuff and sliding stuff, but there isn't quite enough stuff in the
playground for anyone”
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Fisherman’s Walk - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Sealife-themed play area

« Shaded areas, seating, and picnic benches

» Durable play equipment suitable for ages 2—-14

« Child swing

« Add spinning or bouncing element

« Climbing and sliding equipment for children over 5
« Sand-related activities

» Musical-inspired play features

6 comments received
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Fisherman’s Walk - Improvements

“I'm unclear as to whether Fisherman’s Walk play space is the park or
the over cliff play park. If it's the green walk-through area, this is lovely
and could include a trail as you enjoy the trees and wildlife. There could
be tree stumps and learning about wildlife in the area or near the sea. It's
nice to link with the location and history and create opportunities for
imaginative play and learning when in such a nice environment”

“More imagination needs to be used to create these play parks, they are
all very basic and similar.
Fisherman’s Walk could have sand related activities.
The play parks could have some musical inspired themes”

“Both should provide shaded areas and plenty of seating and picnic
benches. Lots of well made and long-lasting play equipment to suit ages
2-14”
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Council

“Fisherman's Walk - It would be great to replace the toddler swing with a
child swing (I have a 20-month-old son and still think this!). There isn't
much for over 5s in the playground. It would also be great to replace the
digger which was removed last year with a spinning element, or maybe
a bouncing element. There's good climbing stuff and sliding stuff, but
there isn't quite enough stuff in the playground for anyone... It's a really
long way from Fisherman's Walk to the next play space (going towards
Zone 9) so it would be good to make it a great playground...”

“The best playgrounds I've been to are themed so | was wondering if ...
Fisherman’s Walk could be themed around sealife?”

“Fisherman’s Walk and Shelley Park. Places for older children aged 9
plus to be able to play football”



BCP

Shelley Park - Refurbishment

3 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

« 2 commented on the refurbishment of the space
» 1 suggested the site could be repurposed

Comments addressed:

“From the given list of 9 play areas only one has been allocated for
replacement in the next 18 months. All the others are either being re
purposed or TBC. To be honest this is a useless list which gives little

Need for urgent improvements

Current condition and emerging ASB indication of any much needed immediate improvements. | am particularly
interested in Shelley Park. This park is very popular with locals and has a
Possible repurpose of space number of large group activities. There is a great open space and wooded

area however the children's play area is very run down, and | watch as
children are told not to play on dirty swings and touch the green slimy

‘I would repurpose as I'm not sure the equipment is used enough to surfaces. Local school groups use the play park, and | often see groups
consider replacement’ of mums with small children. The play equipment is either broken or very
run down.
“This needs a big redesign, it's a complete waste of space and always has | have noticed recently some slightly anti social behaviour slipping in due
been” to the run-down nature of the play area”
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Shelley Park A

How often do you / your children / your Which of the following activities would you like to
grandchildren currently use these play spaces? see at Shelley Park?
Daily (2) 3% Climbing (31) 79%
Swinging (25) 64%
Several times a week (1) 1% Sliding (24) 62%
Adventure (22) 56%
Weekly (4) 6% Spinning (20) 51%
Balancing (20) 51%
Imagination (19 y
Monthly (3) 4% magination (19) 49%
Jumping (18) 46%
Bouncing (18) 46%
Occasionally (17 0
ccasionally (17) 25% Rocking (16) 41%
Seating (16) 41%
Never (42) 61% Relaxing (10) 26%
Other (4) 10%
Base 69 Base 39
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Shelley Park - Activities o

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Shelley Park — Other?
« Toddler/child element

* Rocking (e.g. spring horse)
« General improvement

“Literally anything, the park is terrible”
‘Keepitasitis”

“This play area is just generally depressing and a bit horrible - there's enough stuff, but
none of it is very nice. It all needs a bit of care and attention. If you added something,
a toddler/young child climbing element would be great. Alternatively, something all
ages could rock on (a springed horse type thing) would be nice too!”
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Shelley Park - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Bright colours and natural materials to improve the gloomy appearance

« Exciting and challenging play structures for all ages and abilities

* Inclusive equipment for wheelchair users

» Better equipment/climbing for small children

» General maintenance and care of existing equipment

» Frankenstein-themed play area / imaginative play inspired by Mary Shelley
» Refurbishment of existing sculpture

« Shaded areas, seating, and picnic benches

» Spring-based rocking equipment for all ages

» Secure fencing to keep dogs out

« Community seating near the playground

» Musical-inspired play features

» Football area for children aged 9+ 11 comments received
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Shelley Park - Improvements

“Shelley Park, because of its location, is fairly dark and looks a bit
gloomy. It needs bright colours, natural materials, more exciting and
challenging play structures to suit all ages and abilities. Things for
wheelchair users too”

“Shelley Park has nothing for small children and existing equipment is
poorly maintained. Please invest in this park as the children who live
there deserve a nice place to play”

“Shelley Park is a great escape from small apartments for people to enjoy
the outdoors and play music, sit, relax etc. | think seating near the
playground would add a further community feel to the whole small area.
It is such an asset to local folk”

“Shelley Park has a rich local history (Mary), perhaps a themed story
exploring and explaining whilst engaging in fun activities. Risky play
equipment and activity driven by the feminist author's spirit and
determination. There is an existing sculpture that is in need of some TLC”

“Shelley Park is a place close to a doctor's surgery. A space for after
stressful doctor appointments to regulate a child that may have struggled
is good. Places to sit and have a hub, something to swing on”
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“Shelley Park - this play area is just generally depressing and a bit
horrible - there's enough stuff, but none of it is very nice. It all needs a bit
of care and attention. If you added something, a toddler/young child
climbing element would be great. Alternatively, something all ages could
rock on (a springed horse type thing) would be nice too!”

“There are a lot of dogs in Shelley Park so please retain / repair the
fencing surrounding the play park to keep the dogs out”

“The best playgrounds I've been to are themed. So wondering if the
Shelley Park play space could be Frankenstein themed...”

“More imagination needs to be used to create these play parks they are
all very basic and similar...The play parks could have some musical
inspired themes”

‘Fisherman’s Walk and Shelley Park. Places for older children aged 9 plus
to be able to play football”

“Both should provide shaded areas and plenty of seating and picnic
benches. Lots of well made and long-lasting play equipment to suit ages
2-14 years old”



General Improvements

“Please use the old-fashioned metal equipment, not wooden stuff as it
doesn't last”

“Just not another tennis table”
“Swings, slides and same as now”
“There isn't enough for older kids or young teens anywhere in BCP”

“Make them colourful and attractive with seating for parents/carers.
Maybe a water station for hydration if possible”

“‘Every play park needs to have swings, a slide and benches. The rest is
up to the designer’s imagination”

“To be honest | don’t go to either of these parks that frequently. | don’t
think I've ever been to Shelley Park. | do visit Fisherman’s Walk every
so often but would be happy with the equivalent of what is already there.
| would not want a huge amount of money to go into these parks at the
expense of some others. | think keeping as many open as possible
should take precedence over spending a lot of money on a few parks if
there is only so much money available”
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“My children are now older, but they still like to climb, swing, slide and
use a zip wire when walking through a park. The inlaid trampolines
are always good; kids love slides and zip wires. Given the British
weather, a sheltered play park would be ideal. Seating is important
and toilets would definitely be a bonus.

Fence the paddling pool at Littledown Juniors. Make the Littledown
Centre more available for parents to go in for a coffee with their
children afterwards, the current barrier system is so anti-
entrepreneurial and stops parents from catching up together.

As a parent, | am always so angry when BCP has the fun fairs set up
in the play equipment area of Littledown. It’s just not fair - for the
whole of the Easter holidays the park is inaccessible, parents are
being pestered by their children to spend money that they don't have
and then the park is left in ruins with the grass gone and the zip wire
seemed to disappear at the same time. Presumably the fun fair is
paying some sort of money to use the park, why isn't this money put
back into fixing equipment and making it a better space?”

“A variation of equipment suitable for all ages with appropriate barriers.
Slides and swings in all parks. Little trampolines are also great and
climbing frames”



Churchill Gardens — Replacement

2 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

« 2 were supportive of replacing equipment at the play space

Comments addressed:

“Churchill Gardens should be prioritised as it is heavily used and has lots of
missing equipment. It's in a densely populated and rundown area where lots
of children live in flats with no gardens”

Keeping the play space

The community value of the space
“Churchill Gardens has the potential to be a great community park. It just

needs some TLC. | visit this daily and there are always lots of families.
A splash area in this park would be lovely for the community as we have to
travel for any form of splash park*

Children’s access to open space
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Churchill Gardens

How often do you / your children / your Which of the following activities would you like to
grandchildren currently use these play spaces? see at Churchill Gardens?
Daily (4) 6% Swinging (22) 76%
Jumping (21) 72%
Several times a week (3) 4% Climbing (21) 2%
Adventure (21) 72%
- .
Weekly (3) 29 Sliding (20) 69%
Balancing (18) 62%
Rocking (16) 55%
Monthly (2) 3%
Imagination (16) 55%
Spinning (15) 52%
H o)
Occasionally (10) 15% Seating (15) 52%
Bouncing (15) 52%
Never (45) 67% Relaxing (9) 31%
Other (4) 14%
Base 67 Base 29
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Churchill Gardens BCP

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Churchill Gardens — Other?

« Equipment for under 5s and young families
* Rope swings

* Modern slides

« Durable materials

- General upgrade of eXlStlng equment “Churchill Gardens is our closest play park, however after witnessing many incidents
. in regard to drugs, drinking and dog attacks, | no longer feel it's a safe space to take
* Safety-focused deSIQn my children. If new equipment is installed it needs to be made from metal and

reinforced plastic so it can withstand anyone trying to destroy new equipment (this is
what happened when the willow tunnel was installed)”

“A mix of things in one space, especially appealing to under 5s and young families in
the area”

“‘Replace metal swings (with rope ones), they look very old and are dangerous. The
slides are from a century ago as well”

“Same as now”
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I C
Churchill Gardens - Improvements S

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

* Only needs a few repairs

* Swings
* New flooring
« Safety

“Churchill Gardens needs more equipment that actually works (swings are
missing etc)
It also needs new flooring that is not as hard, and the trampoline flooring is
too hard for kids.
The equipment is all for different ages but so spread out it is hard to have
kids of different ages here. As a childminder there is not enough equipment
for all my children to go on.

“Churchill Gardens and Kings Park don’t need much repaired. Please use
the money to keep Harewood Juniors and Toddlers. It's not utilised as much
as the equipment just isn’t there anymore but there are 3 schools in this
area that would benefit”

The swinging tyres are dangerous! *

2 comments received
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Kings Park Ashley Road - Replacement

9 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

» 8 were in support of replacement
* 1 expressed disappointment at Kings Park not being open over the summer

Comments addressed:

Supportive of replacement Frustration over delays to improvements

Suggested ideas for equipment Community value
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Kings Park Ashley Road - changes to proposals

“Everything within Kings Park (Ashley Road) has been removed. It needs a
full replacement of play equipment, which is suited to a range of age groups”

“...Iwould really like the playground to be a place for children, just like it
was for many years. My older son, throughout his sixth grade of primary
school, always stayed in the park after school. Recently, everything was
demolished, so children have nowhere to go to spend time together on
their days off. Families with children also have a place to go. This
playground is important for residents who live nearby, for children who
used to love going there. It's hard to explain to a child that we won't go to
this park because it's gone. | have another son who always loves going
there after school. This place is important for a child's development.”

“Kings Park not being available to the children is so so sad - particularly over
the summer”

“Kings Park by Ashley Road needs new swings, a basket swing and a
roundabout”
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“I think the timescale is too long. A (mini) generation of children is already
being lost and that will continue. When | wrote to Andy Hadley in January

as | read with horror on the BBC that there was not enough money to keep
playgrounds open (and offered to start a Go Fund Me) | was told that the

BBC had got it all wrong and had misrepresented the case here in
Bournemouth. Now, here we are still talking "consultation" which | have to
add is extremely complex and 18 months minimum to go before anything
gets done. What do our children do in the meantime?”

“Kings Park Clarence Road is more heavily used than the Kings Park
Ashley Road playground. It is near football pitches, St James Primary
School, St Peters Primary School, and Avonwood Primary School. It is more
popular and should be the focus of funding. Why has the other site been
prioritised?”

“Outdoor gym for grown ups
Big stuff for secondary school kids eg big slide, monkey bars”

“Metal equipment because it lasts longer and it doesn't really matter how it
looks and maybe more equipment®



Kings Park Ashley Road

How often do you / your children / your
grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (5) 7%
Several times a week (5) 7%
Weekly (12) 17%
Monthly (7) 10%
Occasionally (21) 29%
Never (22) 31%
Base 72
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Which of the following activities would you like to
see at Kings Park Ashley Road?

Adventure (49
Sliding (45
Swinging (44
Climbing (44
Balancing (34
Spinning (31
Seating (31
Jumping (31
Imagination (30
Bouncing (30
Rocking (27
Relaxing (18

Other (6

)
)
)
)

)
)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

91%
83%
81%
81%
63%
57%
57%
57%
56%
56%
50%
33%
1%
Base 54



BCP

Kings Park Ashley Road - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Kings Park Ashley Road — Other?

« Equipment for older children
* Toilets
* Improved café
« Zip wire
“A focus on engaging older children to reflect the school and area”
“Zip wire - they love it!”
“Toilets”

“Upgrade the cafe across the road at the cricket ground, it wouldn't take much for the
cafe to become a vibrant part of the community, It is such a sad, uninviting place with
a very poor selection of foods and is ridiculously expensive”

“Same as now”
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Kings Park Ashley Road - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Equipment for all ages

* More SEN equipment

» Metal equipment preferable
« Adult exercise equipment

* Improved flooring

« Larger climbing frames

6 comments received
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Kings Park Ashley Road — Improvements

“Kings Park Ashley Road - Use old school metal equipment for durability
Add some adults’ exercise equipment”

“Please ensure there is something for toddlers in Kings Park Ashley Road”

“Kings Park Ashley Road- fluid movement between concrete areas to nature
areas. Wood chip/ rubber areas improved. Large climbing frames”

“Kings Park Ashley Road is a much-loved park of ours. It's a huge space
with so much potential. Regulation spaces for after school, a
communication board for SEN children and adults would be a fantastic
addition to those that need it, to be more inclusive (which I’'m happy to
help design as a SEN teaching assistant at a local specialist school).
Slides are a must; they are so engaging and encourage playing together
and turn taking. More seating is a must as many families like ours take
picnics and spend several hours there. Building up an almost forestry
area near the nursery wall side for exploring and encouraging bugs etc
but will also give the nursery some privacy.

Swings with options for babies and adults were fantastic but the zip wire
is a definite stay! A good solid climbing frame for older children, but also
something suited to the younger ages too”
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“For Kings Park Ashley Road | would suggest having both play spaces for
older and younger children as it gets a lot of use from children aged 3-14
due to the school/nursery and often they have younger siblings. | would
focus on equipment for older children as currently there are no play spaces
nearby that have play equipment for older children (6/7+) (e.g. Kings Park
Clarence Road, Churchill Gardens, Boscombe Gardens, Shelley Park
don’t have any equipment aimed at older children). | feel like this would be
a good space to have play equipment for older children as it would likely
get use from children at the school”

“Kings Park Ashley Road. More SEN equipment, slides, climbing
equipment, NO WOOD, mini trampoline. No wooden equipment that won't
be maintained”

“Churchill Gardens and Kings Park don’t need much repaired. Please use
the money to keep Harewood Juniors and Toddlers. It's not utilised as much
as the equipment just isn’t there anymore but there are 3 schools in this
area that would benefit”



Kings Park Clarence Road - Replacement

6 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

» 6 were in support of replacement

Comments addressed:

Supportive of replacement Need for replacement to happen urgently

Current state of play equipment Community value
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Kings Park Clarence Road - changes to proposals

“We shouldn't have to wait any longer for this well used play park to be
refurbished. It has barely had a lick of paint in over 10 years yet is always
full of kids before and after school. It should also be made bigger to
include equipment for older children as well as younger. There should also
be some permanent sunshades put up to stop the equipment getting
scalding hot and allow children somewhere to play where they can be
sheltered from the sun”

“Kings Park/Clarence Park, refurbishment should be completed urgently. So
much of the equipment is broken or not been replaced and blocked off. It is
used by so many children and families, often daily from children attending
Avonwood and Kings Park”

“I would prioritise Kings Park Clarence Road as this is an important
community hub for Avonwood Primary School and St James Primary. It is
well used daily but increasingly in a state of disrepair. It’s is such an
important community space for children to safely develop social skills”
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“Kings Park Clarence Road is a park we use frequently after school and in
the holidays as well and it is a very busy park with so many schools nearby.
It desperately needs updating with much of the equipment falling into
disrepair. As this is in such a high traffic area it is hard to understand why
this park does not qualify for any funding currently”

“Kings Park Clarence Road is more heavily used than the Kings Park
Ashley Road playground. It is near football pitches, St James Primary
School, St Peters Primary School, and Avonwood Primary School. It is more
popular and should be the focus of funding. Why has the other site been
prioritised?...”

“...The Clarence Road site is at the confluence of 3 primary schools
(Avonwood, St James and St Peters). It is therefore extremely well used,
particularly after school. | therefore think that its replacement should be
prioritised ("when additional funding is available" sounds like the never
never) and expedited to ensure there is minimum disruption to access to
the facility”



Kings Park Clarence Road

How often do you / your children / your
grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (8)

Several times a week (6)
Weekly (13)

Monthly (11)
Occasionally (16)

Never (18)
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1%

8%

18%

15%

22%

25%

Base 72

Which of the following activities would you like to
see at Kings Park Clarence Road?

Swinging (38)
Climbing (38)

Sliding (37)
Adventure (33)
Balancing (32)
Spinning (27
Jumping (27
Seating (26

(

(

(

(

(
Imagination (30

(

(

(

(
Rocking (24
(

3

1
Other (4

)

)

)

)
Bouncing (26)
)
Relaxing (13)
)

79%
79%
77%
69%
67%
63%
56%
56%
54%
54%
50%
27%
8%
Base 48



Kings Park Clarence Road - Activities o

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Kings Park Clarence Road — Other?

« Space available for nearby school
¢ Swings

« Coffee cart

« Benches

“This area is often used by St. James (as they have so little playground at school) for
rewards afternoons, PE”

“‘Please keep the multiple swings as they are so useful. I'd also add a pitch for a
mobile coffee cart and lots of benches. Maybe the benches could be sponsored by
families or local businesses”

“Same as now”
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Kings Park Clarence Road - Improvements A

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?
Suggestions included:

« Working roundabout
* Imaginative play
* Invest elsewhere

“Kings Park Clarence Road - replace the roundabout so it actually spins!
More imaginative play equipment (pirate ships etc)”

“King's Park Clarence Road is an excellent playground! It has a great range of
equipment for all ages, and apart from the weird stiff roundabout thing (which is really
hard to turn) it's all really good! | don't think it needs anything done to it. We regularly

walk the 20+ minutes to get there because it's got lots of great elements for my 20-
month-old, but there are always lots of older children playing in there too. Save your
money to replace equipment elsewhere!”

2 comments received
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Kings Park General - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see...

at Kings Park Ashley Road?

Adventure (49) 91%
Sliding (45) 83%
Swinging (44) 81%
Climbing (44) 81%
Balancing (34) 63%
Spinning (31) 57%
Seating (31) 57%
Jumping (31) 57%
Imagination (30) 56%
Bouncing (30) 56%
Rocking (27) 50%
Relaxing (18) 33%
Other (6) 1%
Adult Response
Base 54
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at Kings Park Clarence Road?

Swinging (38) 79%
Climbing (38) 79%
Sliding (37) 77%
Adventure (33) 69%
Balancing (32) 67%
Imagination (30) 63%
Spinning (27) 56%
Jumping (27) 56%
Seating (26) 54%
Bouncing (26) 54%
Rocking (24) 50%
Relaxing (13) 27%

Other (4) 8%

Adult Response
Base 48

BCP

Council

at Kings Park?

Climbing (24) 89%
Swinging (22) 81%
Adventure (21) 78%
Sliding (21) 78%
Bouncing (16) 59%
Jumping (15) 56%
Balancing (15) 56%
Spinning (9) 33%
Rocking (7) 26%
Imagination (7) 26%

Children Response
Base 27



Kings Park General - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Equipment for all ages

« Low maintenance equipment
« Teen friendly spaces

* Adult gym

* Dog free pitches

« Bike track

» Splash park

* More baby swings

« Café improvement

8 comments received
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Kings Park General - Improvements 2

“King's Park had nothing left at all so it all needs replacing and should focus “Kings Park is a great space used by a wide range of ages. Spaces that
on all age groups and abilities due to its central location and size” teens feel able to use and take ownership of, as well as spaces for younger
children would be amazing.
A young child’s bike track, like there is in Dartford would be incredible

“The previous King's Park zip wire and climbing frames were installed in anywhere in this zone. It is such a great use of space and time!”

November 2016. The equipment only lasted eight years before being ripped
out. Whatever the play equipment is make sure it's good quality and
designed for a long lifetime with little maintenance required!”

“Kings Park has so much potential, the cafe could be used for indoor
“Kings Park - the football pitches need to be dog free. The pitches are often activities, creating group meetings, decent food provided at a cheaper price
fouled and the pitches should be fenced with signs to state no dogs” to allow the children a decent meal”

“Kings Park - use old school metal equipment for durability. Add some adults’

exercise equipment”
quip “‘Please always put lots of baby swings in - two is never enough. We also

love the splash park at Christchurch, something like this in Kings Park would

“Kings Park - bigger equipment eg slides for older kids like the one near be amazing’

Littledown. Monkey bars, metal equipment, more equipment options”
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Littledown Seniors - Replacement

4 comments were received in response to “...what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Whilst 4 comments mentioned Littledown they were not concerned with the replacement of equipment
at Littledown Seniors

« 3 were concerned with capacity if other nearby play areas closed
« 1 was concerned with management of the Littledown Centre

Comments addressed:

Capacity Management of Littledown Centre
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Littledown Seniors — changes to proposals

“...Although Littledown Centre park is nearby, it is also extremely busy as it
doesn't just serve the immediate community, but people who drive there for
other reasons to use the centre. By moving children from the Harewood
parks to Littledown, it would cause overuse at Littledown”

“While Littledown Park is an excellent facility, it is often at or over capacity.
The presence of the Littledown Centre attracts visitors from across the
conurbation, meaning the play area is frequently too crowded to be enjoyed
safely or comfortably by young local children”

“During the hotter days of summer, | imagine the incredibly busy playground
at Littledown Centre is more popular due to the renovated water feature”

“The area around Littledown Estate has already lost so much - there is
nowhere to kick a ball anymore and the parks are full of rubbish, Littledown
Centre is too expensive and badly run for the parents to use”
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Littledown Seniors

How often do you / your children / your

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Daily (2)

Several times a week (6)
Weekly (14)

Monthly (21)
Occasionally (18)

Never (14)
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3%

8%

19%

19%
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Which of the following activities would you like to

Sliding (39)
Balancing (39)
Climbing (37)
Swinging (35)
Adventure (35)
Bouncing (31)

Imagination (29)

28%

(

(

(

(

(

Jumping (31)

(

(
Spinning (28)

24% Seating (28)
Rocking (21)

Relaxing (16)

Other (3)

see at Littledown Seniors?

78%
78%
74%
70%
70%
62%
62%
58%
56%
56%
42%
32%
6%
Base 50



Littledown Seniors - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Littledown Seniors - Other?

* Fence the paddling pool

“Fence the paddling pool on the play park side”

“Same as now”

Zone 8 — Page 54



Littledown Seniors - Improvements S

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Equipment for 3 — 6 year olds

* Imagination play

« Challenging play

° I “Littledown should have something more appropriate for ages 3-6, something with
mprovea maintenance

. Updated swings imagination and challenge”

“General up keeping maintenance is required. Littledown and Harewood would benefit
from updating swings”

2 comments received
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General play spaces - Improvements

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

« Equipment for 3 — 6 year olds
* Imagination play

« Challenging play

* Improved maintenance

« Updated swings

11 comments received
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General play spaces - Improvements

“Please use the old-fashioned metal equipment, not wooden stuff as it
doesn't last”

“‘Replace metal swings with rope ones. More wooden equipment than metal”

“l think it's important to have the softer ground underfoot in the climbing play
zones as this doesn't always seem the case”

“All play parks should provide shaded areas and plenty of seating and picnic
benches. Lots of well made and long-lasting play equipment to suit ages 2-
14 years old”.

“Whilst more adventurous bits are great - you can’t go wrong with lots of
swings and slides. The play park at the top of the hill in Swanage would be a
great inspiration”

“I think it is a disgrace that BCP Council have let our play parks get into
such a terrible state of neglect and disrepair. We have children, you have
abandoned them, their wellbeing and us, the BCP Council Taxpayers. BCP
Council should be ashamed”
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“It has to be sustainable and last! Things that spur imagination, themed

spaces work so well and with the beach so close and BCP being such a

great area for people to visit this should be utilised. Themed parks with

areas and zoning means you can spend longer there, and it helps mixed
ages!”

“Swings are always popular! You can get lots of different swings for variety”

“Please ensure that new equipment is made from robust metals, plastics etc
that don’t rot, and that there is the budget to maintain it.
Do not install roundabouts that are level to the ground as material always
get stuck in the mechanics and prevents them from going round”

“Wooden equipment looks more attractive but deteriorates with the weather
and we've seen too much left to rot. Composite alternatives should be
explored - while it's good that you're investing in playgrounds now, what will
the budget look like in another 5 - 10 years when stuff needs replacing or
repairing? So much has been left unfixed or derelict in the past 5 years”

“‘Refresh the paint, put up benches for seating. Get rid of the paddling pool”

BCP

Council
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