
Zone 6

Ref Play Space Recommendation

21 Bradpole Road Replacement / Repurpose

22 Bradpole Road MUGA Replacement / Repurpose

24 Brassey Road Refurbishment

39 Cyril Gardens Refurbishment

89 Mallard Road Replacement / Repurpose

In Zone 6 we consulted on 10 play spaces

• There were 108 respondents to the Zone 6 survey

• There were 3 ideas posted on the ideas wall and 1 upvote

Ref Play Space Recommendation

97 Moordown Recreation Ground Refurbishment

128 Queens Park Replacement

151 Springbourne Library Gardens Refurbishment

160 Strouden Park Repurpose Greenspace

175 Winton Recreation Ground Refurbishment
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Proposals 

Base 98

Are there any of the Zone 6 proposals you would want to change?

Mallard Road

66% of respondents wanted to change the proposals for 

Mallard Road

• 94 comments were received in response to:

“What would you change about the proposals?”

• Some comments addressed multiple play 

spaces.

• The following slides show the number of 

comments per play space.

1%

1%

2%

4%

4%

6%

6%

13%

17%

28%

66%

Brassey Road (1)

Cyril Gardens (1)

Springbourne Library Gardens (2)

Winton Recreation Ground (4)

Queens Park (4)

I wouldn't change any of the
proposals (6)

Moordown Recreation Ground (6)

Bradpole Road MUGA (13)

Bradpole Road (17)

Strouden Park (27)

Mallard Road (65)
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Mallard Road – Replacement / Repurpose 

• 64 were against the proposal to repurpose the play space

• 1 suggested that repurposing both Mallard Road and Strouden would leave Queen’s Park 

schools without access to their two nearest play spaces

65 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Refurbish the play space in its current location Safety

The community value of the space Child wellbeing and development

Accessibility to open space from nearby homes
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• Children would like multi-purpose equipment e.g. basket swings

• More secure gates – currently wooden

Comments from face to face event 6 August 2025:



Mallard Road – changes to proposals

“I think Mallard Road play space should be kept and just update 

equipment because I live in the flat across the road and I look out onto it 

meaning I can see how people use it and it is always occupied by a 

child or person enjoying themselves and having fun. Also many 

members of the flat community and nearby houses use this park as they 

are young children and go out with their friends. The school groups also 

use the park equipment with their friends so that is just a few reasons I 

believe Mallard Road play space should be kept as a park”

“Mallard Road Park is a vital community asset serving families and 

children in the Bournemouth area. Despite its popularity, the play area is 

in urgent need of refurbishment. Existing equipment is broken, outdated, 

and poses significant safety concerns. This proposal seeks approval and 

funding for a full replacement of all play equipment to ensure the space 

remains safe, inclusive, and engaging for children of all ages”

“Keep Mallard Road as a play park, it is well used by the school children 

both pre and post school day, and during the day with younger age 

groups, possibly not the most privileged area so enables local children to 

have fun, exercise and socialise…”

“You want to get rid of 2 parks in close proximity to each other. This will 

make life worse for the many kids who live in this area. Mallard Road 

alone has many houses and flats full of kids who love these parks. I 

grew up on Mallard Close and still live there now, these parks were a 

vital part of my life growing up. They were areas where I made long 

lasting friendships I still have now. They are perhaps the most vital 

spots for the communities surrounding Mallard Road, the only spots 

where residents gather with their children. To repurpose these areas 

would be a betrayal to the residents and future generations of this area”

“Whilst Bradpole Road and Mallard Road might be close as the crow flies 

they are some distance apart when walking by way of safe roads that 

have street lighting. They serve two different communities. Both play 

sites should be retained”

“The play space is very important to my kids and kids in the community 

and is required. Please do not remove the play area or the equipment. 

However,  I’m open for it to be renovated or transformed into another type 

of play area” 

“Mallard Road is a great play area and is in a key area, it’s an accessible 

place for lots of families with young children living close by it is well used 

and needed. Please keep this park…”
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Mallard Road – changes to proposals

“Rather than removing these facilities entirely, I strongly urge the relevant 

authorities to consider refurbishing and upgrading them. With proper 

investment, these parks can continue to serve the community for many 

years to come, enhancing public wellbeing and encouraging healthy 

lifestyles”

“I have sat and watched as other parks in the area have received funding 

to be revamped countless times. Parks which perhaps are closer to the 

coast and may attract tourist traffic. It would be nice if for once something 

was done for those who reside here all year round and use these green 

spaces regularly”

“Mallard Road and Bradpole Road service completely different 

conurbations. Many in each area only walk to their venues. Please do 

not view them as one entity. They are mutually exclusive, if only for the 

fact that the children may walk to “their” local park. To walk to the other 

one could induce safety hazards, either way. If you do one cohort will 

lose out badly” 

“…For many families around here, especially those without gardens or 

cars, this park is their only safe and accessible place to play. With the 

cost of living being what it is right now, families are relying more than 

ever on free local spaces like this one. Taking it away feels unfair, 

especially to the children who need it most...”

“We also have to think about safety. If there’s nowhere safe to play, 

children will find alternatives — and that might mean streets, car parks, or 

other risky places. That puts extra pressure on parents and could even 

lead to more anti-social behaviour in the area”

“It would significantly disadvantage local low-income households to 

remove all three playgrounds who might not have the means to access 

further parks or paid-for children’s services elsewhere. Moreover, it would 

significantly disadvantage those who have limited mobility as Queen’s 

Park, Springbourne and Moordown are much further away”

“This well used play park needs to be refurbished, and refenced. It is 

used by a good number of children, during the day, after school and early 

evening. Not only used by the children but by the parents and 

grandparents. New friends are made by young & old. Mental health is 

maintained” 

“There are a number of people I know who live in the flats nearby, who 

don't have gardens, If you rely on the parks as a place for their children 

to play in the absence of appropriate outdoor space, the removal of these 

play parks will be detrimental to the area and the families who used 

these spaces”
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Mallard Road

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 95
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24%

9%

7%

13%

19%

27%

Never (23)

Occasionally (9)

Monthly (7)

Weekly (12)

Several times a week (18)

Daily (26)



Bradpole Road – Replacement / Repurpose 

• 14 were against the proposal to repurpose the play space

• 2 agreed with repurposing

• 1 was neutral

17 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Keeping the play space Community value

Anti-social behaviour Proximity of other play spaces
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Bradpole Road – changes to proposals

“Keep Bradpole Park areas as they 

are & maintain them as required” 

“Bradpole Road park should be kept as it is as it’s a vital area for the 

community to use. There is minimal anti social behaviour and it is very 

popular for the surrounding community. Bradpole Road park is situated 

within a large wooded area that connects to several roads all on 

footpaths. Mallard Road is in the middle of a housing estate that 

provides nothing but a play park. Therefore, Bradpole Road park would 

be used more by families walking through” 

“As someone who lives in the proximity of this and Bradpole Road park , 

I would suggest Bradpole Road to be repurposed. There have been 

numerous safety, sexual and drug incidents in Bradpole Road park it is 

not used for the correct reasons, it is also very secluded and not well 

used by children of  the appropriate age”

“There is so little for the young people surrounding Castle Point that 

losing any play space or multi use areas is unthinkable. It would be failing 

the young people and families. They need safe spaces to use”

“Bradpole, Mallard and Strouden should NOT be repurposed. These are 

vital play parks for young children and should be kept as such. I have 

spent many times in all of these parks with my children over the years 

and we still visit them. It would be devastating for the local young 

families to lose these sites which are within walking distance and 

encourage exercise and being outdoors. Once gone they will never be 

replaced” 

“Bradpole Road - I strongly believe this play space should be retained 

and improved rather than closed or repurposed. Having lived in the area 

for over 10 years, I’ve seen how well-used it is by local children, 

including my own and my nephew. It’s a valued community space, but 

the equipment is old and in need of updating. With investment, it could 

continue to provide a safe, engaging place for play and socialising for 

many years to come. Closing it would be a real loss for the 

neighbourhood”

“The Bradpole Road facility should be retained, the cost of maintenance 

on this site is minimal, very little has been done to the area in all the 

years we have lived here. Therefore, the cost to the Council has been 

very low indeed. It is a popular area for locals to play safely and dog 

walkers to exercise without risk”

“Do not get rid of the playground, refurbish yes, but not repurpose. Kids 

love it here”
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“Just leave the play areas as they are or build better/ newer ones for the 

kids to play with. As it is you just want to take them away.”



Bradpole Road & MUGA

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces? 

                    Bradpole Road         Bradpole Road MUGA

Base 86
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44%

27%

9%

8%

7%

5%

Never (38)

Occasionally (23)

Monthly (8)

Weekly (7)

Several times a week (6)

Daily (4)

Base 86

53%

26%

5%

6%

7%

3%

Never (46)

Occasionally (22)

Monthly (4)

Weekly (5)

Several times a week (6)

Daily (3)



Bradpole Road / Mallard Road – Investment Preference

Due to the close proximity of the Bradpole Road play space (including the Bradpole Road MUGA) and the 

Mallard Road play space, we are considering investing in and improving one of the play spaces, while 

repurposing the other. Which play space would you prefer to invest in and improve?

Base 96
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17%

17%

67%

I would prefer to invest in and improve
Bradpole Road (including Bradpole Road

MUGA) (16)

I have no preference (16)

I would prefer to invest in and improve
Mallard Road (64)

67% of those who responded would 

prefer to invest in and improve Mallard 

Road



Bradpole Road / Mallard Road – Activities

Base 83
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If the old play equipment is replaced with new play equipment at either play space, which 

activities would you like to see included?

2%

48%

49%

52%

59%

59%

64%

73%

77%

81%

82%

84%

89%

Other  (2)

Relaxing / Sitting…

Rocking (41)

Bouncing (43)

Imagination (49)

Spinning (49)

Jumping (53)

Seating (61)

Balancing (64)

Sliding (67)

Adventure (68)

Climbing (70)

Swinging (74)

Other

Relaxing / Sitting

Rocking

Bouncing

Imagination

Spinning

Jumping

Seating

Balancing

Sliding

Adventure

Climbing

Swinging

Children Adults

11%

22%

28%

33%

50%

50%

50%

56%

56%

72%

78%

Rocking (2)

Sitting (4)

Jumping (5)

Balancing (6)

Sliding (9)

Spinning (9)

Imagination (9)

Adventure (10)

Climbing (10)

Bouncing (13)

Swinging (14)

Base 18



Bradpole Road / Mallard Road – Repurpose
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33 comments were received to the question “If one of the sites is repurposed, what would you like to 

see there instead?”

• 10 concerned Mallard Road

• 6 concerned Bradpole Road

• 13 preferred spaces to remain as parks

• 12 gave no preference as to which site should be repurposed

• 8 made only suggestions for alternative uses

Concerns included:

• Loss of community space

• Reduced play opportunities

• Impact on families

• Maintenance and safety

Ideas included:

• Nature and green spaces

• Play and activity zones

• Facilities for all ages

• Spaces for community 

engagement



Bradpole Road / Mallard Road – Repurpose
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If one of the sites is repurposed, what would you like to see there instead?

• Nature area with picnic tables

• Flower planting, landscaping and a pond to support wildlife

• Scooter trail or scooter/bike/skateboard obstacle course with ramps and tunnels

• Swinging hammock and zip line

• Multi-play, wheeled play area and skatepark

• New play park with safe, modern equipment (e.g., slides, climbing frames)

• Sensory play areas

• Community garden

• Allotment plots

• Community hub for local activities

• Sheltered seating and picnic areas

• Extended MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) including basketball hoops or football courts



Bradpole Road / Mallard Road – alternative use ideas

“Bradpole Woods would make a great nature area with picnic tables” “Mallard Road - scooter trail, and landscaping, but ideally rebuilt with good 

safe equipment” 

“Bradpole could keep a MUGA for older children.

A lot of dog walking is done in the area so puts off younger families 

using the park facilities.

Mallard Road is a better area for play park equipment due to the amount 

of families living close by and is overlooked by housing which means the 

area wouldn’t necessarily be misused or damaged and could be kept 

nicer, also easier to maintain”

“Whichever needs to be replaced:

•Community garden 

•Allotment plots

•Green space with pond and benches”

“We’d love to see even more playground equipment – not less! Things 

like swings, climbing frames, slides, and sensory play areas would make 

the park even better for kids of all ages. Please don’t take Mallard Road 

park away completely – this space is so important for the community”

“It would be a shame for the community and kids in the area. Turn it into a 

basketball court and football court”

“If any play parks have to go, turning them over to nature in one format or 

another will surely help the council in achieving greater biodiversity and 

carbon reduction etc. Can't go wrong with trees”
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“It should NOT be repurposed! These areas already serve a vital purpose 

for the communities and children in the area” 

“I don't particularly want to see either of the play areas repurposed. But if 

you must tear them down how about a garden with wildflowers that 

people can sit and relax in?”

“I cannot think of a suitable alternative then the value a play park brings to 

the local community”

“If anywhere was repurposed, it would be great to see things for young 

people like skateparks”



Brassey Road – Refurbishment

1 comment was received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”
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“I would close Bradpole Road and keep open 

Mallard Road. Brassey Road is close to 

Moordown Rec. Maybe invest more in 

Moordown?”

Suggestions included:

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

1 comment received

“Rocks to be removed from Brassey Road”



Brassey Road

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Brassey Road?

Base 91 Base 30
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64%

16%

10%

2%

5%

2%

Never (58)

Occasionally (15)

Monthly (9)

Weekly (2)

Several times a week (5)

Daily (2)

%

23%

27%

30%

37%

40%

40%

43%

47%

53%

57%

63%

70%

Other (0)

Relaxing (7)

Rocking (8)

Seating (9)

Jumping (11)

Bouncing (12)

Spinning (12)

Balancing (13)

Imagination (14)

Sliding (16)

Climbing (17)

Swinging (19)

Adventure (21)



Cyril Gardens - Refurbishment 

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”
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1 comment received

Suggestions included:

• Remove boulders

• Open whole area to play / leisure

• Do more with MUGA Site

• Community garden

• Mural

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

“Cyril Gardens has space that has been deliberately blocked off from 

play use by boulders. These should be removed and the whole area 

opened up to play/leisure. The MUGA is well used and more can be 

done with this site. It should also incorporate a community aspect, such 

as a garden or mural that local children can help work in or design. This 

area is surrounded by families and must work harder for them”



Cyril Gardens

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Cyril Gardens?

Base 81 Base 23
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80%

12%

4%

1%

1%

1%

Never (65)

Occasionally (10)

Monthly (3)

Weekly (1)

Several times a week (1)

Daily (1)

%

30%

39%

39%

39%

43%

43%

48%

48%

52%

57%

61%

65%

Other (0)

Rocking (7)

Bouncing (9)

Jumping (9)

Relaxing (9)

Balancing (10)

Seating (10)

Imagination (11)

Spinning (11)

Swinging (12)

Climbing (13)

Sliding (14)

Adventure (15)



Moordown Recreation Ground – Refurbishment

• 4 were in support of the refurbishment

• 1 was neutral

5 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Replacement equipment

Toilets

Investment in the MUGA

Proximity of other play spaces
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“I would close Bradpole Road and keep open Mallard Road.  Brassey 

road is close to Moordown Rec. Maybe invest more in Moordown?”

“Moordown recreation ground needs full replacement- there is hardly 

anything available there on the playground and no toilet facilities” 

“Both Moordown Rec and Winton Rec have run down and tired play 

equipment which has not changed for years”

“I think Moordown Recreational Ground needs a lot more in it, it’s such a 

big park and there’s really not much there; maybe a zip line and the 

MUGA really needs some work”

“Moordown Recreation Tennis Court and Playground” 



Moordown Recreation Ground

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 87
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51%

25%

11%

5%

5%

3%

Never (44)

Occasionally (22)

Monthly (10)

Weekly (4)

Several times a week (4)

Daily (3)



Moordown Recreation Ground

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Moordown Recreation Ground?

Online Response

Base 29
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10%

38%

38%

41%

41%

48%

48%

48%

52%

52%

66%

72%

72%

Other  (3)

Relaxing (11)

Rocking (11)

Seating (12)

Spinning (12)

Balancing (14)

Bouncing (14)

Jumping (14)

Imagination (15)

Swinging (15)

Sliding (19)

Adventure (21)

Climbing (21)

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

1

1

1

1

Bouncing

Imagination

Rocking

Balancing

Climbing

Sitting

Sliding

Spinning

Adventure

Swinging

Jumping

Children Event Response

Base 1



Moordown Recreation Ground

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Moordown Recreation Ground – Other?

• Zip line

• Sand and water play

• Tennis court

• Table tennis

“Zip line”

“Keep the sand and water play - we love this at this park”

“Tennis court, table tennis”
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Moordown Recreation Ground - Improvements

2 comments received

Suggestions included:

• Tennis court needs attention

• Bins need attention

• Basketball court needs new nets

• Swings and roundabout need upgrade

• General maintenance needed

• Seating needs improvement

• Graffiti needs removing

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

“The tennis court at Moordown Rec needs urgent attention, and bins at 

Moordown Rec are impossible to use. The basketball court needs new 

baskets. It needs fresh paint, the swings and roundabout need 

improvement. Overall, it needs a bit of love and seating improvement.” 

“Lots of graffiti at Strouden Park and Moordown Rec on the play 

equipment could be removed. When equipment breaks, there's a long 

time before it's replaced”
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Springbourne Library Gardens – Refurbishment

0 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”
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There were no suggestions for improving Springbourne Library Gardens play space 

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?



Springbourne Library Gardens

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Springbourne Library Gardens?

Base 80 Base 17
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85%

9%

4%

1%

1%

Never (68)

Occasionally (7)

Monthly (3)

Weekly (0)

Several times a week (1)

Daily (1)

29%

35%

35%

41%

41%

41%

47%

47%

47%

53%

53%

65%

Other  (0)

Jumping (5)

Rocking (6)

Spinning (6)

Balancing (7)

Bouncing (7)

Seating (7)

Climbing (8)

Relaxing (8)

Swinging (8)

Imagination (9)

Sliding (9)

Adventure (11)



Winton Recreation Ground – Refurbishment

• 2 were in support of the refurbishment

2 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Replacement equipment Toddler equipment
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“Both Moordown Rec and Winton Rec have run down and tired play 

equipment which has not changed for years”
“Winton and Queens Park - PLEASE ensure you include adequate 

equipment for toddlers - all too often one single swing is provided and 

little else. Larger equipment can be both frightening and dangerous for 

them plus they can be pushed aside by older children on the larger items”



Winton Recreation Ground

How often do you / your children / your 

grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Which of the following activities would you like to 

see at Winton Recreation Ground?

Base 85 Base 41
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36%

25%

13%

12%

13%

1%

Never (31)

Occasionally (21)

Monthly (11)

Weekly (10)

Several times a week (11)

Daily (1)

5%

46%

49%

49%

51%

54%

56%

59%

61%

63%

66%

73%

78%

Other (2)

Spinning (19)

Relaxing (20)

Rocking (20)

Seating (21)

Jumping (22)

Balancing (23)

Imagination (24)

Bouncing (25)

Sliding (26)

Swinging (27)

Climbing (30)

Adventure (32)



Winton Recreation Ground - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Winton Recreation Ground – Other?

• Sand and water play

• Table tennis

• MUGA

• Activities for tween ages

• Larger climbing frame

• Monkey bars

• Nets

“Sand and water play would be great in the sensory garden”

“Games space - table tennis, MUGA, activities for tween ages including a larger 

climbing wall and monkey bars, nets”
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Winton Recreation Ground - Improvements

3 comments received

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

• Install climbing structure with slide, fireman's pole 

and climbing nets

• Use more wood and less metal

• More nature play 

• Reopen nature area

• Improve sculpture and musical instrument area

• Recruit volunteers to help improve space

“This playground would really benefit from a large climbing structure, with 

slides, climbing walls, fireman’s pole, climbing nets, etc.” 

“Less metal, more wood. And less prescriptive, more inviting for children 

to use imaginatively. Children often play in the bushes at Winton Rec - 

perhaps we could have more naturalistic structures that would encourage 

tree-like climbing opportunities, den building, hide and seek etc” 

“Winton Recreation Ground has a nature area that is constantly closed, 

open it up again. Also, the area to the side of the playground that has 

some sculptures and some “musical” instruments is just plain 

depressing, it’s so badly maintained. Let’s make community spaces, 

places that inspire the next generation. You should implement 

neighbourhood volunteer schemes to maintain these places if you can’t 

do it yourselves, I would happily volunteer my time and effort to make 

them better” 
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General Play Spaces - Improvements

9 comments received

Thinking generally, do you have any suggestions about how these play spaces could be improved?

Suggestions included:

• Replace missing equipment

• Encourage imaginative play

• Use less metal and more wood

• Natural play

• Toddler safety

• A wide age range of equipment

• Seating for parents

• Sustainable

• Ensure ongoing maintenance
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Queens Park – Replacement

• 5 were in support of the refurbishment

5 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Equipment suitability Toddler equipment

Use of adjacent field Maintenance and upkeep

Community value Urgency
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Queens Park – changes to proposals

“Queens Park: challenging climbing etc for Juniors and young 11 to 12 

years old. Maybe something separate for the nursery kids but they do all 

get on most of the time. 

Wondering what expansion into field means: it's already a football area 

and individuals use the field near the fence for small group cricket. 

Adults just sort out other ball games too so I wouldn't want to deprive 

them” 

“Winton and Queens Park - PLEASE ensure you include adequate 

equipment for toddlers - all too often one single swing provided and little 

else. Larger equipment can be both frightening and dangerous for them 

plus they can be pushed aside by older children on the larger items”

“The proposal seems logical and needs based - the expansion of the 

Queens Park site is needed and most welcome as there is lots of 

potential there and if there is clear evidence for the repurposing of the 

two other sites, it makes sense to put the limited funding into making 

better play sites over the existing assets than spreading the funding too 

thinly trying to maintain assets that are underutilised. Overall, a good 

proposal”
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“I feel this needs to be done as soon as possible, also general 

maintenance needs to be improved on these sites. You can’t just 

refurbish and then abandon them. The amount of times I see bins 

overflowing or damage that could easily be repaired not being repaired”

“More equipment!  The play park looks active but not a lot for children 

to do. It’s well used and brings good income into the golf club bar / 

cafe. With a £223k budget we are expecting a great looking and 

useable park. Definitely expand onto the adjacent grass field. It’s a big 

space and only used for walking dogs and a few fitness classes. Good 

to see a football pitch marked out now too. That will help community 

engagement. Hopefully that could stay if you do expand on to the field 

(or at least a smaller 9 v 9 pitch the far end). Not a lot to do for families 

around Queen’s Park, Strouden and Charminster so any 

improvements for families welcomed. Refurbishment of the golf club 

house is highly recommended (or sell to a golf operator). A great 

course and well maintained but the club house is so old. It would be 

great for all the surrounding area who could use it (not just golfers). It 

would bring in many more members too”



Queens Park

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play spaces?

Base 88
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32%

32%

15%

15%

5%

2%

Never (28)

Occasionally (28)

Monthly (13)

Weekly (13)

Several times a week (4)

Daily (2)



1

1

1

1

1

Sliding

Spinning

Bouncing

Swinging

Imagination

Rocking

Jumping

Adventure

Balancing

Climbing

Sitting

Queens Park

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Queens Park?

Adult Response

Base 51
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2%

27%

35%

45%

53%

57%

57%

61%

63%

63%

65%

65%

78%

Other  (1)

Relaxing (14)

Rocking (18)

Jumping (23)

Spinning (27)

Bouncing (29)

Imagination (29)

Seating (31)

Balancing (32)

Swinging (32)

Climbing (33)

Sliding (33)

Adventure (40)

Child Response

Base 1



Queens Park - Activities

Which of the following activities would you like to see at Queens Park – Other?

• A zip wire

• Natural play

• Insect boxes

“A zip wire! Also need to incorporate nature into this area with insect boxes and the 

like”
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Queens Park - Improvements

Do you have any further comments on replacing the old play equipment with new play equipment at 

the Queens Park play space, and / or expanding the current play area into the field? ?

• Support for expansion (2), with some caution to preserve existing field use (1)

• Diverse and sustainable play equipment

• Inclusive design for all age groups

• Commitment to regular maintenance

• Integration of natural play elements, imaginative and creative play

Comments addressed:

21 comments received
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Queens Park – Improvements

“Think this could make a great adventure type area and link it with the 

playing field  - perhaps provide small separate area for little ones” 

“The field used to be regularly used for football and that use is still valid so 

the space taken for the play area should be sensitive to that”

“I am personally very pleased this play are is being replaced. Expanding 

the current play area into the field is a fantastic idea. Many children used 

this playground (before it was closed for safety reasons) and it could 

sometimes get a bit crowded. If Strouden Park and Mallard Road play 

areas are being removed, then this site (as well as Pine Road, Brassey 

Road and Bradpole Road) really do need to be a destination for local 

families” 

“Activities that provide opportunity to engage in activities no matter the 

child’s age (previously much of the play park felt designed for older 

children given the height of the fort)”

“Just make sure there is plenty to do. Everyone says the same about the 

large timber structure. Looks good but offers about 5 mins of play interest” 

“Expansion is an excellent idea; Queens Park is overwhelmed by the golf 

course and has very little to offer outside of that. There is an abundance 

of space that can be used without encroaching on the use of the golf 

course”

“I don’t like the current castle and fort. It’s a very boring park and my 

children struggle to find things to do there. Needs much more interest and 

variety. Also more for younger children”
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“Another thing to consider for this site (as well as all the other BCP play 

areas) would be materials used for play equipment. While wooden 

structures look beautiful, if there is not a maintenance plan in place to 

look after them then they do just rot. I would encourage using more 

hardwearing eco materials, such as recycled rubber and plastics” 

“Please make this a priority, it was such a nice space before and was a 

focal point of the local community. The setting would be ideal to 

incorporate natural elements into the playground and encourage children 

to play and explore nature a little bit. Just look at Adventure Play at 

Windsor Great Park for inspiration” 

“I really enjoy the natural woodland feel of this play park and the lack of 

plastics in its equipment, which makes it more eco-friendly. While timber 

does require more maintenance, a balanced approach could be to mix 

timber with metal or recycled plastics. This would create a more 

sustainable, durable, and cost-effective solution for the long term”

“Please make it better for smaller kids” 



Strouden Park – Repurpose Greenspace

• 27 were against repurposing Strouden Park

27 comments were received in response to “…what it is about the proposals that you would change?”

Comments addressed:

Against repurposing the site Replacing equipment

Impact of removal on families Good location offering shade and shelter
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Strouden Park – changes to proposals

“Strouden park is well located as it also has the recreation ground; it is a lovely play area that is easily accessible and well used by young families. Please keep 

this park”

“This shouldn't be repurposed as there isn't another play park nearby. 

The area is used by lots of families. We have used it with both of our 

children while walking the dog. We would have had to walk considerably 

further to find an alternative. The area should be refurbished” 

“It is truly sad to see that this space is potentially being repurposed. 

Although small in size, it is a super little fenced off play area that many 

local residents regularly use after school/on the way home from school. 

It has the added benefit of being covered by trees, which offers both 

shade from the sun (rare in BCP playgrounds) and protection from light 

showers. If this playground is to be repurposed as well as the Mallard 

Road play area, then local residents lose the two closest playgrounds to 

the Queen’s Park Infant and Junior academies”

“Both Mallard Road and Strouden Park are our local parks. My children 

and those of the community regularly use them. By removing these 

parks the associated playing fields next to them will be used less, as a 

visit to the play park often combines with a visit to the playing field. 

There are a number of people I know who live in the flats nearby, who 

don't have gardens and rely on the parks as a place for their children to 

play in the absence of appropriate outdoor space. The removal of 

these play parks will be detrimental to the area and the families who 

use these spaces. It's a sorry state of affairs when a council remove 

public services but when it's for the benefits of the children and future 

generations it has even more impact. Please reconsider” 
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“To retain at least one of the parks between Mallard Road, Strouden 

Park, and Bradpole Road. They are all in close proximity to each 

other, but not necessarily within easy walking distance of other parks 

for many of the users who live nearby. Ideally, all three would be 

maintained, but I believe Strouden Park has the best location to be 

refurbished as it is safest (set back from the road with further play 

space on the field and offers good shade for users) and is convenient 

for dog walkers and football players with young children, especially 

those who use Strouden field for their matches at weekends. 

It would significantly disadvantage local low-income households to 

remove all three playgrounds who might not have the means to 

access further parks or paid-for children’s services elsewhere. 

Moreover, it would significantly disadvantage those who have limited 

mobility as Queen’s Park, Springbourne and Moordown are much 

further away”



“I can't imagine where to go to play close from home if Mallard Park and 

Strouden will be closed. This is not fair for locals. For the last few years 

people have been asking for playgrounds to be updated and nothing 

happened like usually. Now, you have plans to close them. This is not 

fair to cut financial support for the youngest by closing play areas which 

are anyway in bad condition, instead of making them better and safer” 

Strouden Park – changes to proposals

“Keep the park at Strouden”

“Although the equipment there is very old, I would not want to see play 

lost from this site completely. I feel this site lends itself to woodland 

play/discovery rather than just being returned to green space. It could be 

a family picnic area as well with natural landscaping that allows simple 

play, such as tunnels”

“It is a local play park, the area should be kept as play park and 

revamped…encouraging outdoor play is important for development”

“I am devastated that the park in Strouden woods will be lost. I used to 

go as a small child and now regularly take my own child. I would like to 

know if it has been considered to fundraise for this space and what just 

repairs would cost. Although the application says this park adds little 

value, I disagree. Although the equipment is old, my children have lots 

of fun on it. Also, the proposal is to close this park and the one on 

Mallard Road. Opposite the Mallard Road park is a school and lots of 

other schools in a close area - these children will therefore lose both 

facilities after school… I feel you are harming the most vulnerable in 

society by removing this park e.g. Queen’s Park gets a full expensive 

refit (right near a private school and in an expensive area) yet the 

council area loses its park. This is not far for those on a lower income” 
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“Strouden Park doesn’t need an instant refurb as all equipment is intact. 

Mallard Road needs to be refurbished as there is missing equipment 

and is more out of date. Turning these parks into ‘green spaces’ is 

ridiculous when there is plenty of green space around them. Strouden 

Park has a literal field in front of it and Mallard Road has green space all 

around the park. Close by is Sir David English which has public access 

to the green space. Removing these parks is an outright mistake” 

“I don’t really understand why Strouden Park needs to be repurposed 

into a green space. It is already in a park and wood that provides a green 

space for the local community. It is really disappointing that you are 

proposing to remove this site and potentially Mallard Road. This leaves 

no play spaces for young children in the local area”



Strouden Park

How often do you / your children / your grandchildren currently use these play 

spaces?

Base 86
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23%

23%

13%

19%

17%

5%

Never (20)

Occasionally (20)

Monthly (11)

Weekly (16)

Several times a week (15)

Daily (4)



Strouden Park – alternative use ideas
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If the site is repurposed, what would you like to see there instead?

• Woodland adventure area with logs and climbing features / obstacle course

• Tunnels and ramps for scooters or bikes

• Balance trail or stepping logs

• Natural landscaping with shaded areas

• Play equipment for all ages

• Ground markings (e.g. hopscotch)

• Splash fountain or paddling pool

• Kids’ and adult gym equipment

• Skatepark or basketball area

• Seating areas and picnic tables

• Community garden/tranquil space or flower/vegetable patches

• Family recreational area with shaded seating

• Small café or refreshment kiosk

• Dog agility course or closed-in dog training area

• Tennis court or multi-use games area (MUGA)

• Pathway alongside the football pitch to improve access

• Better lighting and safer layout

• Forest school area for local schools
21 comments received



“I am not sure how many people are going to walk to Queens Park play 

area from Strouden Park! Be that as it may, would a community garden 

project work here, maybe with a pond, maybe involve local schools - 

there are several and they might appreciate a forest school area? Or a 

dog agility course? Lots of people walk their dogs on Strouden Park field” 

Strouden Park – alternative use ideas

“Transform the site into a community space with outdoor gym equipment, 

and scooter park. Add a family recreational area with shaded seating, a 

small café, a splash fountain for kids, and a play zone. This will create an 

active, welcoming place for all ages”

“It would lend itself to a natural woodland glade, you could possibly add 

seating/picnic tables?”

“I cannot think of a suitable alternative then the value a play park brings 

to the local community. In keeping with the environment it would be good 

to have a wooden structure obstacle course. In your rationale you state 

the site is close to Bradpole Road and Mallard Road play spaces but 

they are also due to be repurposed that leaves fewer alternative options”

“I don’t believe this park should be repurposed, but I understand that may 

not be up for discussion. Given that it is surrounded by trees and 

adjacent to a large play field, it would be valuable to retain a dedicated 

area for younger children to play safely during football matches”
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“It's a good space but you can get wet feet getting to it so a simple path 

alongside the football pitch would help usage”

“Flower gardens or vegetable patches” 

“If losing the MUGA from Bradpole it would be great to have one here”

“It should stay as a park and refurbishment should be made- surely 

BCP have to spend a lot of money to remove equipment anyway, surely 

this is about the same cost as replacing some equipment? 

If it has to be repurposed can cheaper alternatives happen in the 

space? Such as a picnic area under the trees would be nice as it’s also 

a respite for shade in the summer. You could have picnic benches but 

also a small selection of things for children to be entertained with - even 

just stepping “logs” that children can balance and step across. 

It’s a great space of the park so please don’t just cordon it off and then 

not make use of the shade created by the trees. 

“Something in keeping with the woodland, like maybe some sort of 

woodland adventure” 



Ideas Wall
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Ideas Wall – other comments

Mallard Road “I'm shocked and disappointed to learn of the potential plan to remove 
the dated play area. The surrounding properties have many children 
living there! It is in constant use (Despite the lack of maintenance). 
Dogs are often off the lead surrounding and parents feel reassured with 
this fenced in park that their children are safe. Sadly, BCP have not 
maintained the park adequately and the equipment is very tired. Many 
children living close to here visit daily and to see it removed entirely 
would impact on their lives, particularly as the number of families 
surrounding it are huge. Please don't take away this valuable 
community resource and make it pleasant again!”
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